
  

 

Stewart island news 
Celebrating RAKIURA 

The winter solstice has turned and it now feels like 

we’re headed towards summer again. Not that we 

have much to complain about with a lovely spell of 

settled weather being kinder than we have any rea-

son to expect. In this month’s edition: a funky tea 

cosy, a wordy cake and news on the new Operations 

Manager at DOC as well as a Suffrage event with 

an illustrious guest.  

Following its controversial recent closure, South-

landers are being asked to share their thoughts, 

hopes and dreams as part of the project to redevelop 

the Southland Museum and Art Gallery.  At this 

stage no consultation dates are advertised  for Stew-

art Island so if you'd like to have your say go to the 

websites: www.ourtale.co.nz to fill out the online 

questionnaire or pick up a paper copy from the SDC 

Office.  

Congratulations to Sandra Whipp whose beautiful 

night sky photography has been chosen for the See-

ing Stars-The Southland Dark Sky Story event.  

We wish all our readers a joyful Matariki!  Shona  

July 2018                      $3.00 

Below: Meteor captured by Sandra Whipp 
Right: Light at Fern Gully by Lairka Photography 
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Stewart Islanders know their fish 
What great taste Stewart Islanders have – Big Glory Bay salmon came up tops at the blind salmon 

tasting event recently held at the Community Centre.  

Islanders definitely know their fish. Although there was some debate (and a lot of tasting) Big Glory 

Bay salmon was the winner in sashimi, cooked and visual (colour, fat line and muscle texture) classes. 

Fresh water raised salmon came second, and Norwegian Atlantic a distant fourth.  

Amidst the fun this month we’ve also done a fair bit of work. We’ve lodged our Bonamia oyster claim. 

Preparing the claim took a lot of work. We acknowledge the other growers in the Bay that have gone through a similar 

exercise, and like them we now wait for a discussion with MPI. 

As you know our proposed development on the salmon farm, we applied to Environment Southland to add more fish (and 

nitrogen to the water), was publicly notified. Some good questions were raised and we’re working through these now. We 

look forward to completing this part of the regulatory process and knowing where our proposal has landed. 

And finally just last week the first young salmon were introduced into the Okiwi Bay (Marlborough Sounds) research 

centre, a collaboration between Sanford and Skretting our fish feed supplier. The research centre will work on the 

growth performance of Chinook salmon under challenging situations, like zero marine products in the feed. The Okiwi 

Bay fish are housed in large, land based water tanks that use recirculated seawater. We’ll be closely watching the per-

formance of these fish and I’ll keep you up to date with any news. 

Thanks for being so welcoming to Greg, Christine, Margie and myself when we came over for the salmon tasting. It’s 

always good fun to spend time with you.  

Warm regards Ali  

aundorf-lay@sanford.co.nz | 027 293 7795 

The Senior Citizens’ lunch was en-

joyed by all on Wednesday 13th June. 
Memories were shared of your most sen-

ior moments giving everyone a great 

laugh and the prize of a blow up walking 

frame was won by Gwen Neave.  

Jack 

was 

hop-

ing to 

float 

above 

us all 

with 

the 

aid of 

bal-

loons 

but 

stayed land based. 

Thanks to the sponsors and 

the great efforts of the staff at 

the South Seas Hotel for mak-

ing it an enjoyable afternoon. 

The food was amazing!  I'm 

glad I'm old enough to be in-

volved. 

Ricky Kershaw 

Check out this amazing Scrabble birthday 

cake made for Helen Cave’s 70th by multi 

tasking editrix Jess Kany. Editrix means a 

female editor and is a great scrabble word!   
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Letters  

On behalf of the Halfmoon Bay School Library and all of our young readers, a huge THANK YOU to the 

very generous Pub Quiz which has recently given us $1,000. The money has gone toward an amazing 

collection of books to add to our shelves.  

Jess Kany 

 

Why does the elected MP have to write the stuff she does? Every month we get to look forward to yet 

another carping criticism of the current government and that fills her column! 

Talking about her latest one, is she hoping to establish a large prison on Stewart Island - kind of like 

Tasmania taking prisoners from afar - or does she think the island's population warrants a special lock 

up? Surely she can write about things which are of interest and benefit to the readership on the island. 

Is this a directive from Simon Bridges to be pushing this style of content? 

Neil Sloan 

 

Thanks heaps to Pat King for all her work, and her 

Knit and Knatter friends, for this wonderful Tea 

Cosy! Pat downloaded the pattern in Russian and 

had to translate it!  

I love it and so does everyone who sees it, especially 

children!  

I feel a Mad Hatters Tea Party coming on, maybe we 

can bring out our Cosies out and have some fun. 

Watch this space for the date later in July.  

Debs Dillon. 

 

 400 WORDS  by Beverley Osborn 

One of my dearest cousins has just died and so did two 

more of our close-knit bunch late last year. It’s not sur-

prising that the death of someone close leads us to ponder 

a bit on the mystery of death. We know what happens to 

our physical bodies, but what about our life-spirits, what-

ever it is that makes me, “me” and you, “you”? 

So let’s do some supposing. 

Suppose that our real, basic essence is an eternal thing, 

merged for a human life-span with a physical body. Our 

physical bodies need education in life skills and exercise 

disciplines so they can become healthy and responsible. 

Suppose our essential spirits need similar training and 

that their time in a human body is like being at boarding 

school. At the end of a school term, a boarder returns hap-

pily to the welcoming climate of home, rejoicing and relax-

ing in the nourishment of love and familiarity. 

Suppose that’s what happens when our human bodies die 

and the essential “us” returns happily to a wider reality 

that is our true home-place, an existence we’ve long for-

gotten but one which is immediately familiar, delightful 

and restorative. 

Such supposing would turn upside down our ideas about 

birth and death, wouldn’t it? Because being born into a 

human body would be the temporary loss of precious 

home comforts, just as the death of the human body would 

be the beginning of restored home pleasures and free-

doms. 

Just suppose there’s a reason we are created with the ca-

pacity to wonder and explore ideas. Perhaps that instinct 

is there to enhance our awareness of meaningful links. 

Every morning lately, I see from my kitchen window the 

same lichen furred branches of the pear tree, the bare 

twigs of a japonica and the last scattering of yellow leaves 

still clinging to the fuchsia. But the day my cousin’s last 

few hours were ebbing away, there was something differ-

ent in the tangle. There were the tiniest clusters of mi-

nute pink buds on the japonica. 

Throughout our life spans we encounter many deaths. 

There will be deaths of relatives and companions and also 

deaths of dreams, plans, ambitions and expectations. The 

plant world teaches us over and over again that death is 

not the end of everything, but the preparation for some-

thing new. 

My beloved cousin was very positive about her post death 

future. 

Just suppose she was quite right. 
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REIKI 1ST DEGREE training Seminar 

THE USUI SYSTEM of natural healing 

 This Level 1 seminar introduces and establishes 

the essential 1st teachings and practice of Reiki 

for mind and body health. Each student will 

receive the unique empowerment process, learn to 

apply this deep relaxation technique, understand 

the history, how reiki works and it’s applications 

in daily life. A practical ‘hands on’ experience that 

anyone can learn. 

FREE INTRODUCTORY EVENING 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH, 7-8PM 

ALL WELCOME (VENUE BELOW) 

REIKI MASTERS : DR. CATHY CREMEN & DIANE SMITH 

SEMINAR: SEPTEMBER 14, 15, 16; TIMES TBC 

VENUE: 10 PETERSONS HILL, SEMINAR REGISTRATION 

LIMITED 

All inquiries please contact: Diane SmithE: 

philldismith@xtra.co.nz P: +6427 672 4405 (phone or text) 

 

Reiki, the Usui System of Natural 

Healing: 

• a simple, gentle yet powerful ‘hands-on’ 

technique that restores natural balance in your 

life  

• deeply relaxes mind and body  

• relieves effects from stress and reduces pain  

• enhances healing and recovery of illness and 

injury 

• restores vital energy, improves confidence, 

mental clarity and quality of relationships  

• complements all health modalities; safe for 

everyone  

Since 1986, Dr. Cathy Cremen’s personal 

experiences as a Reiki practitioner and Master have 

been foundational in her ‘Towards Mastery’ Reiki 

training seminars. They continue to evolve as she 

trains and empowers those who are open and 

willing to learn. Diane Smith joins Cathy in this 

seminar to bring her own wealth of knowledge and 

experiences as a practitioner and recent Master of 

Reiki. Together they will impart the principals of 

healing and transformation to help enrich your life.  

Cleaning Position 
 

3 – 5 hours per week 
 

Apply in writing to 
 

Stewart Island  
Community Centre Trust 

P.O. Box 187 
Halfmoon Bay 

or 
stewart.island@xtra.co.nz 

 
For further information 

please contact: 
Debbie Barry – 2191 330 

Rebecca Diaz-Parry – 
2191 547 

 

mailto:philldismith@xtra.co.nz
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RAKIURA 
JADE  

with Master Carver & Sculptor 
Dave Goodin 

 

Open from 10.30am every day upstairs at  
45 Elgin Terrace (next to the boat slip) 

 
Enjoy stunning views of Stewart Island 

Church Chatter by Jo Riksem  

 Front cover of the first Oban 

Presbyterian Recipe Book  

The above picture was on the cover of the first Oban 

Presbyterian Recipe Book and was put together by Ida 

Collett with help from Mab Prentice and recipes from 

many including Sheila Natusch.  We're not sure who 

painted the little picture.  It might have been Mab.  If 

you know we would be delighted to hear from you.  We 

are lucky to have these recipes live on in the other 

editions as well.  The Bible is also a wealth of good 

recipes for life by a lot of great authors, not just some 

fuddy duddy dusty old book that has no relevance for 

today. It is still one of the best selling books of our 

time.  Pick it up sometime and have a read.  You will be 

surprised at what it holds for you today.  

 Speakers for August 2018 

 

5, 12, 19 August  – to be confirmed but possibly some 

local talent.  

 

26 August  – Steve Taylor - Steve Taylor is Principal 

of Knox Centre for Ministry and Leadership (what used 

to be the Theological Hall). He has been a church 

minister in Auckland and Christchurch, then a lecturer 

in mission and principal of Uniting College for 

Leadership and Theology in Australia, before returning 

to New Zealand to take up the role with KCML. He 

enjoys gardening, coffee and the live performance of 

U2. He fell in love with Stewart Island when attending 

a spiritual retreat on the Island in September 2017 and 

is returning to show his wife (Lynne) and two adult 

daughters (Shannon and Kayli) what a special place it 

is. Lynne is Lecturer in Pastoral Theology at 

University of Otago and one of the Pastors at Student 

Soul, a Presbyterian student church in Dunedin. 

 

Services every Sunday 11 am.  Church open 

daily to enjoy the peace and quiet. 

 

Quiz answers: 

1. Enderby 

2. Elwing 

3. Pingao 

4. oysters 

5. Ruapuke 

6. kayak 

7. Ayr 

8. Remy 

9. Eel 

10. Hoiho 

Anagram: Herekopare 

Pictograms: 

1. The Traps 

2. Bishops 

3, Three-legged Woodhen 

4. Boomerang 

5. Laura’s Leg 

Rakiura Riddle: dolphin spring rider 

at foreshore playground 
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Books Reviewed  by Sue Ford 

Do you ever read a book that makes the books that come after seem trite 

and even boring?  It happens rarely with me:  my Dad used to say that if 

I’d nothing else to read I would read the phone book.  But “The Hidden 

Keys” by Andre Alexis is just such a book, unusual and my ‘must read’ 

this month.  It is both an old fashioned treasure hunt and an exploration 

of motivations and morals:  Tan, a young professional thief, meets Wil-

low, a middle-aged multi-millionaire heroin addict.  Just before the hero-

in kills her, Willow entrusts Tan with a puzzle left to her and her four siblings by their father.  

The clues are disparate objects ranging from a poem to a Japanese screen.  Tan has principles 

and intends to keep his promise to follow the clues though caring nothing for the lure of 

‘treasure’.  But, Tan is not the only one keen to solve the puzzle – and not everyone is so altruis-

tic.  It is NOT ‘Raiders of the Lost Ark’ with action on every page, but a slow unfolding of wisdom 

and realisations.  Sharp, spare writing, wonderful characters.   

 

Equally thought-provoking but less compelling is “Abe & Ivy” by Elizabeth Enfield.  Enfield 

imagines an endless supply of parallel lives, potential alternates in line with quantum physics.  

Each chapter is a short story depicting how Abe and Ivy may - or may not - meet and interact.  

Ivy’s mother has Huntington’s Disease, inherited and passed on to her son.  The possibility that 

Ivy has inherited the gene informs almost all her ‘lives’, and impinges upon Abe’s lives too.  It 

made me realise that we recognise meaningful crossroads in our lives, but maybe our lives are 

nothing but junctions of all shapes:  take this road and you meet that person; go to bed early and 

you don’t meet the person you would have met had you gone to the pub (which changes that life 

too).  And so on.  We never can know what would have happened each time we make even a mi-

nor decision – it might have no impact on our lives at all, but lead to different options for the peo-

ple involved in our decisions.  It’s mind blowing – the more you think about it, the more involved 

you become.  Fascinating. 

 

On to more ‘ordinary’ storylines:  “She’s Not There” by Joy Fielding is a baby-abduction story 

with the storyline taking us forward 15 years.  Is 17-year old Lilli really the missing baby Saman-

tha?  Even if she is, it still doesn’t explain why or by whom Samantha was snatched whilst her 

parents were having an anniversary dinner within sight of the hotel bedroom.  It takes a lot of 

piecing together of odd bits of information – plus a couple of lightning-bolt moments - before both 

mysteries are solved.  Didn’t keep me up nights, but was sufficiently suspenseful to keep me read-

ing.  Quite good overall. 

 

“Rituals” by Kelley Armstrong is the 5th book in 

her ‘Cainsville series’.  With magic and supernatural 

themes, it’s not to everyone’s taste, and whilst I found 

it very tense and expertly written, I realised I should 

have read the first four books before I started this... 

Don’t make my mistake if this is a genre you enjoy:  

start with “Omen” and watch the characters and 

events unfold.  “Macbeth” by Jo Nesbo – dark, dys-

topian Scotland, modern, allegorical version of The 

Scottish Play.  Preferred the original!  “The Life of 

Elves” by Muriel Barberry:  lyrical passages that I 

wanted to read aloud, but a plot that had me yawn-

ing. 

 

What will next month bring?  In the final analysis, 

that’s what is so exciting about reading:  there is no 

end to the possibilities!  
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Museum Matters by Jo Riksem 

 

A lot of people remember Ferndale Boarding House, the 

one that was near Horseshoe Bay Rd and Miro 

Crescent corner but not many remember the first 

Ferndale Boarding House up Hicks Rd on the left.  

Robert Hicks Snr. had lived in a house built by W. 

Kirkland in 1887.  The family than moved to a house on 

Hick's Point at Butterfield Beach.  His father, Charles 

Hicks died in 1902 and his mother and family moved to 

a five roomed house being built by the Leask Brothers, 

James, Alex and Walter.  Mrs. Hicks and family went 

into the house and took in sawmillers as boarders, 

paying for the house as the money came in.  Mr Singer 

had a two roomed cottage on a section nearby and sold 

this to Mrs Hicks who had the timber cut as she could 

afford it to build extra rooms to house 100 guests.  Tom 

Roff milled the timber for the house .  The track to the 

house was up from Old Mill Creek through the bush, a 

very "ferny" track hence the house being named 

Ferndale.  Sawmillers paid 15 shillings and tourists 1 

pound a week as board.  Ferndale House closed after 

Easter 1913.  All except the original five rooms were 

pulled down and the timber used to start building a 

second Ferndale.  The original five roomed house was 

occupied by various families until it was destroyed by 

fire.  - Most of this information came from one of our 

past curators, Eileen Willa as well as Robert Hicks Snr. 

 

Addition to the Mavis and Bob Hicks house from last 

month.  One of the other owners after them was Dick 

Langdon who bought it off Andy and Robin Roberts. 

 

 

HOUSE OF THE MONTH 

The First Ferndale Boarding House 

Acquisitions for June: 
2 x digital images of Muir & Moodie photographs of Thule 

2 x books - "The Stewart Island Telegraph Cables" & 

"Telefunken, Coast Radio Stations in New Zealand" by 

Alex Glennie. 

1 x box containing - telephone exchange information, old 

postal labels, date stamp impression books, accounts, and 

lead seals and crimping tools used for parcels.   

 

Searches for June :  
Alexander Glennie 

Ballantyne/Macalister house at Thule 

Naismith family 

Alf Farrant 

Norwegian settlers 

 

Available - The "No Ordinary Sheila" DVD is now in and 

available at the museum for $24.99.  Additional postage 

and handling of $5 if you want it mailed out to New 

Zealand or $10 for Australia.  For other countries contact 

us.  New postcards of copies of some of Dorothea Traill's 

and Emily Moffett's paintings are now for sale.  There are 

only a few each of these postcards so don't miss out. They 

depict, Ruggedy Flats, ship "Othello" at Whalers Base, 

Mason Bay from Hellfire, Kidney Fern Arm, Lonnekers 

showing Oban Presbyterian Church in the mist. 

 

Groups for June: 

South Otago High School  - 44 children and 5 adults 

 

Winter hours May through September:   

Monday - Saturday 10-12 Noon, Sunday 12 - 2:00  



July 2018 STEWART ISLAND NEWS PAGE 8

 

Sarah’s Rakiura Remarks   

National to work with the 

Government on sensible climate 

change solutions 

When Simon Bridges became the 

Leader of the National Party he 

promised to focus more on the 

environment, to modernise our 

approach. In my role as Opposition 

Spokesperson for Conservation I 

am firmly focused on achieving 

that. Climate change is one of the 

world’s most serious environmental 

challenges, and the National Party 

is committed to ensuring New 

Zealand plays its part. Simon 

recently outlined how National 

plans to take the politics out of 

climate change and work with other 

parties to establish an independent 

Climate Change Commission. It 

builds on the National Party’s 

promise to work with the 

Government when we believe it’s 

acting in the best interests of New 

Zealand, and hold it to account 

when it’s not. We want to find 

sensible and practical solutions to 

climate change that are science-

based and won’t harm our economy 

or drive up the cost of living for 

New Zealanders. New Zealand is a 

successful, prosperous, confident 

country, filled with people and 

businesses that can foot it with the 

best in the world. But in a hundred 

years, when we’re all long gone, I 

want our grandchildren to be living 

in a New Zealand that is still the 

envy of the world, because of its 

stunning natural environment as 

well as its prosperity. National has 

always been the party of practical 

environmentalists and we’ve made 

good progress on climate change 

recently - but we need to do more. 

The previous National Government 

signed New Zealand up to the Paris 

agreement with the challenge of 

reducing emissions to 30 per cent 

less than 2005 levels by 2030. Since 

2008 our greenhouse gas emissions 

have fallen, despite a growing 

economy and a growing population. 

That’s a big deal, but now we need 

to shrink emissions even further. 

That is why Simon wrote to the 

Prime Minister and Minister for 

Climate Change, offering to work 

with them to establish a non-

political Climate Change 

Commission. Long-lasting change 

requires broad and enduring 

support, and we want to work with 

the Government to make 

meaningful bi-partisan progress on 

climate change. The Climate 

Change Commission would support 

New Zealand’s emission reductions 

by both advising the Government 

on carbon budgets and publishing 

progress reports on emissions. 

Getting cross-party agreement will 

be challenging and require 

compromises on both sides. But 

we’re not doing anyone any favours 

if we can’t have a robust 

conversation about the steps we 

need to take to protect our natural 

resources. The prize is too great not 

to try, and the consequences on our 

economy, jobs and the environment 

are too serious if we don’t do so 

responsibly. 

Calling all Writers… 
 

The Library has recently been donated a copy of True Tales of the Chatham Islands, 
which was put together by Don Armitage on behalf of the Chatham Heritage and 

Restoration Trust. 

 

The True Tales Story 
The True Tales books, first started off in 1989, when a few historically-
minded Coromandel Town citizens had the idea of a short story book about 
the area. In 1990 it was published as ‘True Tales of Northern Coromandel’ 
and sold out very quickly. It’s a simple but effective format of about 100 
true short stories relating to the particular town/community and area. Each 
story is up to 1500 words long and also has a few old photographs included 
to help tell the tale. There are an unlimited number of stories out there and a 
vast untapped wealth of knowledge about so many towns and communities 
in NZ.Why not get on board and produce your own ‘True Tales’ 
publication? 

Is there interest in doing something similar here on  
Stewart Island? Please feel free to check out the Chathams book on display 

at the Library, or contact Kirsten (2191 309) 



July 2018 STEWART ISLAND NEWS PAGE 9

 

COMBAT that RAT ATTACK! 

Victor rat traps for sale, complete with  

 wooden base and corflute covers. 

Poison free and easy to use. 

$9 for a trap, $20 for trap, base and cover 

Funds raised go towards trapping at Ackers 
Point. Available at Glowing 
Sky or contact administra-
tor@sircet.org.nz  

Get in touch about lending a 

trap from our library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clothes swap/sale and Sewing Bee  

Saturday7 July 10-3 @Traill Park 

Do you have old clothes that you'd like to 

pass on or sell to someone else as they are a 

bit too new/unworn to donate to charity? 

We're having this event to swap and sell and 

also make some more boomerang bags as 

part of the Plastic Free July - Boomerang 

Bag National Sewing Bee. Note: we're mak-

ing this a plastic free event - please bring 

your clothes to sell or swap in a reusable bag 

or a cardboard box. Any left over reusable 

bags will be donated to the 4 square collec-

tion.  

mailto:administrator@sircet.org.nz
mailto:administrator@sircet.org.nz
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Ren Leppens Appointed as Oper-

ations Manager Rakiura  

DOC Rakiura is pleased to announce 

the appointment of Ren Leppens to 

the role of Operations Manager Ra-

kiura following Bridget Carter’s res-

ignation. Ren has been acting as Op-

erations Manager Rakiura since No-

vember 2017 and his appointment to 

the role permanently is a reflection of 

the contribution he has made to the 

island and the Rakiura team over 

this period.  Ren will continue to live 

in Invercargill and will commute to 

the island on a weekly basis. I’m sure 

you will join me in congratulating 

Ren on his appointment! 

 

Rakiura National Park Forest 

Protection Programme 

The latest possum control results are 

in from Rakeahua with two possums 

caught over 330 trap-nights which is 

an excellent result. Monitoring con-

tractors noted minimal amounts of 

possum and rat sign while they were 

out. The control work is now complete 

with final monitoring occurring in the 

upper Tolson and Scott Burn areas to 

confirm success. This will help protect 

nesting birds and their eggs through 

the upcoming breeding season as well 

as reduce damage to the forest canopy 

over the next few years which is a 

great outcome for conservation on 

Rakiura. 

Possum control planning for next 

year is underway and you’ll have re-

ceived a Key Facts Sheet with more 

information. The Department is un-

dertaking Consultation on Effects so 

please get in touch if you would like 

to discuss how these operations might 

affect you.  

 

Remember that you can drop into 

DOC and organise a possum trapping 

permit if you’d like to trap on Public 

Conservation Land. We can help 

show you where and when possum 

control has happened or is planned as 

well as where other fur trappers have 

been to help you decide where you 

might like to go.  

We’re really friendly and happy to 

help so please don’t hesitate to get in 

touch or drop in for a visit. Please 

contact Kev Carter on 027 201 3543 

or kcarter@doc.govt.nz. 

 

Southern New Zealand Dotterel 

Recovery Programme 

 

The 2018 flock count has been esti-

mated at 167 birds after some follow 

up counting at Awarua found 72 

birds. A recount was required after 

terrible weather conditions hampered 

the April counts. This is good news 

for the sub-species, with the popula-

tion increasing from approximately 

153 birds in 2017 and 126 birds in 

2016. The flock count is an index and 

helps us measure long-term changes 

in the population but as a greater 

proportion of the population is band-

ed, we will be able to get more accu-

rate overall numbers. 

 

Details are being finalised for the 

cannon-netting operation to catch up 

to 70 birds at Mason Bay next month. 

If we are successful we will be able to 

attach colour ID bands to the birds so 

that we can more accurately estimate 

the population, track their move-

ments and estimate how many chicks 

survive to adulthood each year.  We 

also aim to complete disease 

checks and gather samples to 

assess whether inbreeding is a 

problem for this sub-species. 

The dotterel will soon move 

back to the alpine tops of Rakiu-

ra and begin prospecting for 

nesting sites. The Department 

is advertising for four positions 

to assist in predator control and 

monitoring through the breed-

ing season this spring & sum-

mer. 

 

If you would like any further infor-

mation, please contact Kev Carter on 

027 201 3543 or kcarter@doc.govt.nz. 

  

Bungaree Hut Floor Replacement 

DOC Rangers Mike Douglass and 

Andrew King spent the 29th to 31st 

May replacing the floor at Bungaree 

Hut because the old linoleum was 

coming up and patchy in areas. While 

they were in the area the team also 

did some bridge maintenance 

(sanding rust and repainting) at the 

Little Bungaree streel truss bridge.  

 

Gravel pile at Lee Bay 

Gravel has been stock piled at picnic 

ground at Lee Bay while we use the 

section of track between Lee Bay and 

Little River as 

The new floor at Bungaree Hut!   

Photo by Michael Douglass DOC 

Above: Thomas Wright (DOC Murihiku) and Rakiura Trainee 

Ranger Troy McDonald walking along the newly gravelled 

track featuring an example of peg presence along the track. 

Photo by Dale Chittenden DOC Right: The team laying gravel 

and loving it! Photo by Michael Douglass DOC 

mailto:kcarter@doc.govt.nz
mailto:kcarter@doc.govt.nz
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trial for cost-comparison between put-

ting gravel directly on track versus 

stockpiling it and shifting it with a 

track barrow. The idea is to find out 

what the cost difference is and what 

the quality in the finished result dif-

ference is. 

Also note that there are currently 

some pegged sites along the side of 

the track. These are for long-term 

monitoring of track conditions looking 

for the displacement of gravel and 

rate of natural weathering. 

 

The Search and Sample Mission 

for Myrtle Rust  

In May a small team of DOC Rangers 

visited Ulva Island/Te Wharawhara, 

Ogles Creek (up Southwest Arm) and 

Freshwater to complete a search for 

Myrtle Rust for the National Myrtle 

Rust Surveillance Initiative. First of 

all, no signs of Myrtle Rust were 

found which is great news! Secondly, 

the team collected the seeds from sus-

ceptible species to be sent to the Na-

tional Seed Bank. They also collected 

samples of the plants for the National 

Herbarium. Rangers had a great time 

being novice botanists for a few days 

and even managed to spot another 

nationally ‘at risk’ and ‘naturally un-

common’ orchid commonly known as a 

Little Spotted Moa (Drymoanthus 

Flavus)! This orchid is currently 

threatened by indiscriminate plant 

collectors, and some well-known areas 

with these orchids have been stripped 

bare in recent years. This was a great 

learning experience for all involved 

and we hope Rakiura continues to be 

Myrtle Rust free.  

British High Commissioner 

speaks at Suffrage Celebration—

Jess Kany 

Thursday 21st June 2018 was an 

auspicious day. First of all, it 

marked the Winter Solstice, our 

shortest darkest day.  

It was also the day of the World’s 

southernmost celebration of 125 

years of Suffrage, held here on the 

island at the Pavillion. Hosted by the 

Southland Community Education 

Programme, the event featured guest 

speaker Her Excellency Laura 

Clarke, the British High 

Commissioner to New Zealand. Two 

dozen local women gathered for the 

potluck meal, to mingle, and to 

honour the Suffragettes and their 

legacy. The auspiciousness of the day 

wasn’t done… no sooner had we sat 

down to eat, then Kerri Du Pont of 

the Ministry for Women announced 

she’d just received a text saying that 

our Prime Minister had given birth 

to a baby girl! So we all gathered for 

a congratulatory toast photo which 

the High Commissioner posted to 

Twitter @jacindaarden with the 

hashtags #whakatuwahine 

#GirlsAreTheFuture so it might have 

been a bleak winter’s evening but we 

were all atwitter, literally! 

The organizers had worked hard to 

decorate the room with storyboards 

telling the fascinating history of 

Suffrage in New Zealand. I took the 

time to read them and was struck by 

how amazing, dedicated and strong 

the women were who fought 

tirelessly for the right to vote. When 

the Electoral Act in 1893 was passed, 

New Zealand became the first self-

governing country in the world in 

which all women had the right to 

vote. It was a long, hard road and we 

are all grateful to be standing on the 

shoulders of giantesses.  

Before Clarke spoke, each attendee 

stood and gave a mihi or introduced 

herself and it was striking how many 

island women own and operate 

businesses here while raising 

families, being involved in numerous 

volunteer positions, and serving on 

committees. Several women 

acknowledged that ours is a strong 

and supportive female community. 

Clarke’s talk was inspiring and she 

herself is inspiring: educated at 

Cambridge and the London School of 

Economics, she has three young 

children and travels extensively for 

her role as High Commissioner AND 

the Governor of Pitcairn Islands. She 

was raised in England but has a NZ 

connection: her husband is a Kiwi 

barrister. “I know the difference 

between a tuatara, a tuatua and a 

toheroa” she claimed, and joked 

that’s important as it would be a bit 

awkward if the NZ High 

Commissioner tried to make a 

tuatara fritter.  

(Continued on page 12) 

L to R: Plant sample for the National Herbarium. Little Spotted Moa (Drymoanthus Flavus) orchid. 

Ranger Dan Lee collecting seeds from a Myrtle Rust-susceptible species  All photos by Cherie Hemsley 

DOC 

Her Excellency Laura Clarke, 

the British High Commissioner 

to New Zealand  at the Pavilion 
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Stewart Island News is published on a monthly basis as material permits.  
Please send articles and enquiries to Editor  

at PO Box 156 Stewart Island  
or email to stewartislandnews@yahoo.com 

Advertise in the 
Stewart Island News 

 

This little paper ends up in  

most island households and is 

sent to over 150 bach owners, 

former residents, and other  

subscribers around the  

country and the world.  

Dozens of visitors see this too.  

So tell all of those people  

about your business!  

 

Contact editor for rates. 
stewartislandnews@yahoo.com 

If you wish to have Stewart Island News sent to you or a friend, please fill out this form and send it 

with a cheque made payable to “Stewart Island News” to P.O. Box 156, Stewart Island 9846.  

Or  

Direct deposit to Westpac 03 1750 0250628 00 — please put your name as reference and don’t forget 

to send me an email with your address. 

The cost is as follows: 

12 issues to an Oban address  $36 

12 issues to other New Zealand address  $48 

12 issues to international address  $72 

12 issues emailed $24 

 Name of Recipient:________________________________________________________________________ 

Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Ambergris 

New Zealand’s longest established dealer of Ambergris. 
AmbergrisNZ is wishing to buy all grades of Ambergris, 

please refer to our website: www.ambergrisnz.co.nz 
We are offering top New Zealand prices. 

Contact: Terry & Wendy 
Email: info@ambergrisnz.co.nz 

Or  
Phone: 0274 991 881 

Stewart Island Community Centre 

Change of Office hours  
 

Monday 10am – 11.30am 

Friday 10am – 11.30am 

 

Outside of these times, please contact the Manager 

Carolin Loeffler 027 848 9 545 
 

Key for casual users available from the South Sea Hotel 

 ($5 per person, $20 Bond) 

House Swap wanted for 3-4 weeks Sept-Oct 

2018 or Jan-Feb 2019 

Offering 3 bedroom home & car Mid North Coast 

NSW Australia or house in Wellington, NZ 

Contact Evelyn evelynmaryhenry@gmail.com or 

phone 0061 2 6553 4402 

Accommodation wanted on Stewart Island, Christmas 2019 

We are a three-generation family who would love to rent a couple 

of houses on the island from approximately 19/26 December 2019. 

The children will be aged 5 years and two 2 year-olds. We live in 

Wairarapa, Waiheke Island and Kuala Lumpur respectively and 

our Stewart Island visit will precede a family reunion in South-

land. Ideally, two houses each with three bedrooms and good liv-

ing spaces would be best. With young children in tow, even better 

if we can be within walking distance of Oban. We would love to 

hear from you if you can help.  Our website searches have been 

unsuccessful  

Annabelle O’Meara annabelle.omeara@gmail.com 027 438 3648 

Clarke pointed to the Queen, Prime Ministers 

Helen Clark and Jacinda Ardern and other 

female politicians and noted that for the past 

20 years, it’s been the norm to see women in 

powerful positions. While women have come a 

long way in the past 125 years, Clarke 

cautioned that we must not be complacent; 

that there is still a lot of work to do when it 

comes to women’s rights here in New Zealand 

and around the world. She cited the gender 

pay gap, an imbalance of men developing AI, 

and unequal burdens of work at home. “So, 

what can we do? It starts at a societal level,” 

she said. We need to be role models and to be 

careful about how we talk to young girls. Too 

often girls have a voice in their head that says 

“That’s not for me, I can’t do that.”  

“Don’t just tell girls they’re pretty – women 

who have lives all about their looks… that’s a 

miserable place to be.” Everyone – men and 

women -- should be feminists. “We should 

challenge unacceptable behaviours.”  

Like all Island potlucks, the food was 

wonderful and the conversation lively. One 

woman wondered aloud what the Suffragettes 

would think if they could see us now. Hopeful 

and promising are synonyms of the word 

auspicious: walking to my car in the chilly 

night I couldn’t help but think that even 

though the solstice means a short dark day, it 

also means tomorrow will be brighter.  

(Continued from page 11) 
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