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As SIN goes to print the mystery of the “ROCKS” signs has the
place abuzz. The first one I noticed was on Valentine’s Day: a
rectangular wooden sign painted black with big block letters
JEFF ROCKS, perched on the roadside above Butterfield’s
Beach. Was it strange sort of public valentine from Karin? But
then more started appearing around the place: FLUFF ROCKS
outside the Pub, one for Holger near the Kai Kart, one for Emily
at the school. Jill, Barry, Debs, Pete, Gary,and Joan all have
one… and everyone is wondering who’s behind it and why? Is
it a publicity stunt for something? Part of a treasure hunt? Are
the signs going to be a connect-the-dots picture on a map? Is it
part of a school project? Who has access to all that black and
white paint and perfectly sized wooden boards? Who has the
time and such neat handwriting? It definitely has a lot of people
talking, and smiling. Theories abound. It’s no easy feat keeping
a secret on Stewart Island so hopefully by next issue all will be
revealed!
Lisa Benson will be writing about the bands Into the East and
Beyondsemble we had here recently so stayed tuned for next
issue.
Filmmaker Hugh Macdonald spent time down here this month
working on a documentary No Ordinary Sheila, a film about
the legendary Sheila Natusch. More about that in next issue as
well.
Congratulations are in order
for a fish, a fisherman, and a
paint sample. Congrats to
Stewart Island Smoked

Rhys, Logan and Grim compare results after the butter-knife fish
fileting contest during Stewart Island Man of the Year 2015

Salmon for winning the Cuisine Artisan 2015 award (way to go
creators Gary Huggins and Nic Adlam!) Congrats to Heath
Allen who wins the chocolate award for donating his time and
building skills to the Community Centre. And congrats to the
colour which won the Community Centre paint poll. Good on
you, Mudflat.
The island’s been busy with cruise ships, school starting, and
various events. The stand-out favourite feel-good day this
month was the Rakiura Rugrats fundraiser Stewart Island Man
of the Year. DoC workers really shone on the day, not only
providing two of the winners but stepping up with volunteers
to man the sausage sizzle and soup (thanks
Mike Douglas,
Bridget Hunt and Jen
Ross) and thanks to
Jake Osborne for
photographing the
event.
Much more inside.

RAKIURA
ROCKS

Noel Bulman shares this lovely photo of a fawn in his
yard… he was hoping it would stay and mow his lawn!

Fern Davis was stacking shelves at Ship to Shore recently
when an elderly gentleman appeared in the aisle, smiled at
her, and said “Hello,
Fern.”
“How do you know
my name?” she
asked.
“Because I held your
hand once, fifty-odd
years ago,” he replied.

the Rakiura Track, and Ray recalled how in the 1960s he encountered three generations of a Stewart Island family walking the Milford Track. He was a guide at the time, and he remembered holding the hand of a five-year old girl named Fern
Neave as she ascended McKinnon Pass. He wondered aloud if
she was still on the island, and of course it didn’t take long to
track her down in this tiny community. Ray was very tickled
to be reunited with her after so many decades, and to see the
five-year old girl is now a mother and grandmother.
“I’ll be 80 years old next year,” said Ray. “One of my fondest
memories of guiding on the Milford Track was holding hands
with that little girl. She walked every step of that track.”

Ray Willett of Te
After Ray reintroduced himself at Ship to Shore, he said “how
Anau and his friends about a photo together?” So Fern and Ray stepped outside, and
the Baillies were
fifty-odd years later, held hands once again.
down here walking
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The new Stewart Island Man of the Year Anthony
Hobern stands atop the beer crate podium at the Pub.
Ty Conner and Chris Dawson had to do a tie-breaker
jug skull, Ty won second and Chris Third.

Stewart Island Man of the Year 2015 THANK YOU
We had a record turn out crowd and a record entry of contestants! $2000.00 was raised for our kids.
1st - Anthony Hobern (DoC)
2nd - Ty Conner (DoC)
3rd - Chris Dawson (mussel farm)
Peoples Choice award - Rhys Leask (cray fisherman)
Rugrats would like to give a big shout out to Ship to Shore
and the South Sea Hotel for their continued support and generosity for this event!

Above: Rhys gives Helen a hug after she forgives his bluey so
he can celebrate winning People’s Choice Award at the Pub.
Below: Luke falls on his face during the dizzy rat trap race.
He ultimately lost his Man-of-the-Year title to DoC worker
Anthony Hobern

We would also like to thank Bunkers Backpackers, SIRCET,
Southern Limits, Stewart Island Fire Brigade, Mike Douglas and all those that helped us out! There are a great many of
you and we greatly appreciate the help you gave us!
Also a special pat on the back for the blokes who entered this
year putting
it all on the
line for the
kids.
Thanks heaps
- we look forward to next
year!
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OBAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CHATTER
by Jo Riksem

Road to Oban Presbyterian Church

The pretty little road might not have an exit but it sure has an entrance to Oban Presbyterian Church, now over 110 years old. It’s a
bit steep and you know there’s a bit of huffing and puffing as people come into the church at times but it’s well worth the exercise.
Sort of like life. There are times when things seem mighty steep and then when you do the walk it’s so worthwhile especially with
friends to help. We have a real treat of ministers this coming month so stop on by.
1 March 2015 - Margaret Hunter - If you haven’t heard Margaret during her stay in February she has one last Sunday in March
so don’t miss out. With all the following interests: Travel – Asia, historic religious architecture, Balinese dance drama, Red Cross,
NZ China Friendship Society and a lifetime addiction to reading, this is worth a visit.
8 March – Deborah Bower – Deborah is a returned visitor and much appreciated with a warm personality and a great
sense of humour, talking straight from the heart. Deborah holds a PhD in Theology from Otago University. She has
spent over five years teaching aspects Old and New Testament studies at both Bible College (Dunedin Campus), and at
Otago university. Deborah lives in Queenstown, New Zealand with her husband Gordon, and worships at the Wakatipu
Community Church (Presbyterian), where she is an ordained elder.
15 March - Ian Lang – with his wife, Audrey, who he has been married to for over 50 years, enjoy visiting Stewart Island and have been many times over the years. They have a family of four children (plus one) and eleven grandchildren.
He has been a member of Woodlands Presbyterian Church for about 60 years. He is a retired farmer and a fan of Stewart
Island , with its special character and people.
22 & 29 March – Rev Bert Schoneveld - New to Stewart Island we welcome Bert to our congregation and to the island. His full name is Eijmbert (pronounced like aim-bert) Johannes Schoneveld. Which might tell you that his origin is
in the Netherlands. He sometimes uses a kind of shorthand to tell people that he is a "Dutch-born, Australian -bred Kiwi. His wife Vonnie comes from a small town near Toowoomba in Queensland called Pittsworth.
They came to New Zealand in January 1967 for 2 years and have been here now for over 48, calling Dunedin their home.
They now have three children Andre, Director of the Outdoor Pursuits Centre at Peel Forest, Monique who is a mother of
three sons and co-ordinates the volunteers for the Alzheimers Association in Christchurch and John who is in his second
year as an intern preparing for the Presbyterian ministry. Vonnie and Bert have served in five appointments- Mangere
in Auckland; Dargaville in Northland; Whakatane in the Bay of Plenty; The International Church in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia; Waiuku; and as Transition Minister in Fairlie and currently as the Resource Minister for the Opotiki Parish
in the Bay of Plenty.
They have travelled widely in Europe, Asia and a little in the USA. They are members of a Peace Organisation called
SERVAS. Through their membership they host fellow-members who are travelling and when they travel often stay with
SERVAS hosts.
Church remains open daily so come in and enjoy its beauty and peace.

Church services: every Sunday, starting at 11a.m. followed by a cup of tea and goodies.
Prayer Circle: every Saturday 11:30 – 12 noon at the home of Coral Hotchkiss.
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SOUL KITCHEN by Lania Davis

CUCUMBER, MANGO & CHILLI SALSA

It's really nice to have tasty but healthy meals, especially in
summer when the weather is warmer.
My aim this year is to give you really flavour full meal ideas,
but without the guilt , well at least most of the time! We all
love blue cod but I do get sick of crumbed, deep fried and oven
baked . So I offer you this simple easy recipe to satisfy your
taste buds. It's so delicious and full of
flavour you won't look back..
Prawn & cod patties with cucumber,
mango chilli salsa.

300g fish ( cod or similar )
300g prawns ( raw, uncooked n peeled )
1/4 cup of coriander, fresh finely chopped
1/4 red onion, raw finely chopped
1 Tbsp red curry paste
1 tsp lemongrass, paste or finely chopped
2 tsp seame oil
Salt n pepper to taste

This is a real quick easy meal, taking under
half an hour to prepare and cook. You can
change blue cod for for most fish, and you can
leave out prawns all together if you would
rather using only fish. I use the green raw
prawns when on special at ship to shore, they
are a great price special or not. You can omit
lemongrass for lemon zest if you can't get any,
and coriander if not available can be left out
too.

Method:
Cut cod into pieces and put into food processor, de-tail raw prawns and chop in
half, also add to processor. Blend till a
course paste. Put mixture into a bowl, add coriander, onion,
curry paste, and lemongrass, stir till combine.
Take a golf ball size pattie and roll into ball, flatten at end in
Palm so only around 2/3 to 1/2 cm thick. Before putting in
medium heated pan brush each pattie with seame oil both
sides. Cook in lightly oiled pan on medium heat, on each side
for around 2-3 minutes a side. You can see patty turning
white as it cooks.

The last time I came to Stewart Island the amphibian was the means
of flying in and out. This time Sam,
our pilot brought us in and did a
wonderful job in very blustery conditions. We were met by Mona who
showed us the way to our lovely accommodation, Akomoana. We unpacked a wee bit and then hopped
in the car that Mona had provided
for us and did a shop for provisions.
We planned our week as best
we could which included having a go for some fish from the
rocks at Fisherman's Point.
Pretty soon after throwing the
line in I hooked into something
quite big. I thought if this is a
cod its a bloody good one. Well
it turned out to be a 2 metre
long finned eel and he wasn’t
very happy.
I was fishing with 2 hooks on a

2 fresh corn on the cob, corn cut from the cob
1/4 to a 1/2 of a fresh red chilli de-seeded n diced finely
1/3 of a Telegraph cucumber sliced n diced finely
1 fresh but not too ripe mango, fresh cut from around seed n
sliced n diced finely
1/4 of a red onion, diced finely
Juice of 1 fresh lemon or lime
Salt n pepper to taste
Method: Combine all the ingredients together
in a bowl and squeeze juice over top of salsa
mix, season to taste and serve with patties
still hot.

Patties

A Very Fishy Tale
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With the salsa if you don't like mango, opt for
de-seeded diced tomato instead. You can add
as little or as much chilli as your palette likes, and avocado is
great added to this as well.
The patties make great tapas, simply reduce size down to a
tsp per ball, Serve on a toothpick with a homemade chilli
sauce!
Give this tasty recipe a go before mangoes go out of season!
I'm sure you won't be disappointed.

cod rig that I had made up and the
big brute had the bottom hook firmly embedded. I put my foot on his
head to try and get the hook out
and he wasn't at all keen on that.
Squirming around he successfully
managed to catch me with the other
hook. Hmm , I thought, what now. I
managed somehow to get my hook
off the split ring and wrap a mutton
cloth around my hand, cut the line
and dispatched the eel back into the
sea complete with hook. Not much
else I could do. I walked back to the

car and headed for the medical centre. No one home but it wasn't long
before Megan arrived. She looked at
my finger and made various comments about it!!
Eventually , having tried a ring cutter to cut through the hook with no
success, Megan then found a pair of
bolt cutters, (well isn't every surgery equipped with them?) She
sliced through the shank and I
pulled the remains of the hook out.
After a bit of T L C, I thanked Megan and went to the pub for some
medicine. The eel? Ah well I suppose 'eel be alright.
I gave up fishing off the rocks and
booked a trip with Rakiura Charters. Much better idea!!
Thanks Stewart Island folk for a
memorable holiday.
Cheers.
Nigel Whitman
(aka Cap'n Hook)
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Stewart Island Experience FERRY SCHEDULE 2015
May/October (Shoulder season)
Seven days a week
Departs Stewart Island

Departs Bluff

0800

0930

1500

1630

June/July/August/September (Winter months)
Day

Departs Stewart Island

Departs Bluff

Monday

0800

1630

Tuesday

0800 - 1500

0930 - 1630

Wednesday

0800 - 1500

0930 - 1630

Thursday

0800

1630

Friday

0800

1630

0800 - 1500

0930 - 1630

1500

1630

Saturday
Sunday

BOOK REVIEW from M argaret Hopkins
Seaberry Stomp - Charlie’s Play Date on Stewart Island
Written by Jessica Kany; Illustrated by Matt Jones
Published by Horseshoe Bay Books
What happens when you get together two benevolent, fun
loving Stewart Islanders with a talent for writing and illustration? You get a brilliant children’s book with captivating images and an adventurous, feel good story that will benefit the
Stewart Island Early Childhood Centre – Rakiura Rugrats. All
proceeds from the books sales will be donated to Rugrats.

es of Kent in the UK and photographing birds in exotic locations like Poland, the Scottish Highlands, Sri Lanka and India
than living on a small South Pacific island. Matt, who with his
partner Jules, made Stewart Island their home back in 2007 is
also another committed local involved in helping many Island
projects.

When it came to choosing an illustrator for her book Seaberry
Stomp Jessica said ‘I wanted to keep the book as local as possible – designed, written and illustrated by residents of the
Island, and printed in Invercargill (at Craig Print and Design).
Matt’s art came onto my radar when he did some pictures to
Seaberry Stomp is a children’s story about Charlie, a young
accompany a column in the Stewart Island News. He naturally
sea lion who lives on Bunker Islet in Foveaux Strait and folsprang to mind when I needed an artist for the book. He is a
lows his adventures on a play date to mainland Stewart Island. lovely guy and great to work with and capable of drawing
anything! It doesn’t hurt that he is a bird guide and spends
‘While running the Stewart Island library the idea started sim- heaps of time on the water because the book is full of local
mering in my brain that someone should write a picture book birds and seascapes.’
with Stewart Island as a backdrop featuring the creatures of
this area and with Stewart Island in the title. And I thought it On his new local fame Matt said, ‘I think I make a better birdwatcher than illustrator of children's books, but it's a privilege
would be nice for Bluff and Island kids to read a story with
to be involved - and slightly terrifying signing books for peofamiliar references,’ explained author Jess Kany.
ple!’
Stewart Island is a world away from New York and seems an
Seaberry Stomp is a delightful book full of Island images and
unlikely choice of home for a city girl but Jessica Kany has
adapted well to Island life. Arriving on Stewart Island in 2002 familiar places, which appeals not only to children and adults
Jess met and married fisherman Stu Cave and from there she who have lived or holidayed on Stewart Island but to anyone
has evolved into a true Stewart Islander, someone who loves with a love of NZ’s seaside. The quirky illustrations include
the place passionately, contributes to many Island community locally recognized features like boats and crayfish buoys with
projects and edits the local Stewart Island News. Jess and Stu names that are familiar, Stirling Point, and many more delive with their two sons Moby and Charlie at Horseshoe Bay lightful local references. Hidden on every page is a Stewart
Island kiwi for children to find and the book ends with some
which features in the book.
useful information about Stewart Island and some of the
things that have appeared in the story.
‘Stewart Island is my adopted home and an extraordinarily
beautiful place, so this book is a bit of a love letter to Rakiura’
Available at local retail outlets on Stewart Island and the at
explained Jess.
the ferry terminal in Bluff, as well as on Trademe and through
Local bird guide and photographer Matt Jones, who illustrated direct order - seaberrystomp@yahoo.com
Seaberry Stomp was more used to bird watching in the marsh- The book retails for $20.
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Community Centre Update from Phil Dove
Chocolate Award - the Centre committee would like to thank
Heath for his recent efforts fixing the damage to the gym walls!
(chocolate at Ship to Shore for you Heath).
For the last week Ship to Shore has also carried a petition for residents & ratepayers to vote for what colour you would like a partial
repaint of the Community Centre exterior to be, closing Friday
13th. As soon as the paint is here keen Jan Keen will be onto it!
The Centre Donation Box was broken in to late January and the
lock is irreparable. Does anyone have a small lockable box we
could attach securely to the wall? (please call Phil 2191444).
Stewart Island Rain (100% rainwater, 800ml bottles) is an important fundraiser for the Centre - if there are any accommodation/activity providers (or you know of anyone else) that would like
to provide this award-winning island product please call 2191 477.

Shop Talk by Jules Retberg
Seeing red
How often have you seen the word S A L E emblazoned in red across a shop window? Plenty of times I bet,
especially in-between Christmas and the New Year!
The psychology of colour affecting our shopping decisions is an interesting concept, to me anyway.
Attention-grabbing red and yellow; relaxing and mellow green (yay for the Four Square brand, with its iconic
red, green and yellow). Calm and trustworthy blue; warm and reassuring orange and brown; powerful and
stylish black.
But does colour really affect our shopping habits? Consider one of the world’s most recognisable brands, the
red Coca-Cola logo. Would a can of Coke in green packaging tickle your frontal lobe into thinking that it’s a
healthy choice? We will soon find out. “Coca-Cola Life” is due to be released in New Zealand and Australia
some time this year. This new drink contains less sugar than regular Coke and is sweetened from ‘natural
sources’ (stevia leaf extract) as well as sugar.
So where am I going with this ramble? Not everyone has the time, patience or desire to navigate the maze of
nutritional information on food packaging. Who’s going to read the small print when eye-catching jumbo
print dazzles us with “fat free”, “low calorie”, or “natural”? These claims, whilst true, don’t always mean that
what has been added instead of fat or calories is better for you.

While researching food brands and colours I stumbled on an announcement that Coca-Cola, in partnership
with select milk producers (cows presumably?!) has launched a premium milk called Fairlife in the USA. Reassuringly, they start with ‘real milk’ which goes through a unique filtration process resulting in a milk that is
free of lactose, has more protein, more calcium and half the sugar of regular milk. Oh and it’s twice the price.
Personally I’d always choose natural lactose sugars rather than processed sugars to pour over my favourite
muesli - which, by the way I recently discovered contains 7 teaspoons of sugar per serving - but I digress. I
don’t see the need to fiddle with milk and if I want or need more protein I’ll have eggs for breakfast, thank
you very much!
Lest I be accused of unfairly targeting Coca-Cola I will say no more. If you ask Uncle Google just don’t be
surprised to find references to franken-milk, milka-cola and it’s raining money!
As I said at the beginning, red is an attention-grabbing colour. It can also mean danger. Green can generally
be associated with a healthy food choice. It can also mean that your food is mouldy!
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LETTERS

I moved to Stewart Island in 1963 and got a job with John Gisby who had the Oban Hotel at the time, he had a contract to look after
the island roads, myself and another chap had the job to blow the rock from the side of the hill where the road turns down to Bragg’s
Bay. After blowing the rock which is only sandstone one had to place the rock into a crusher one at a time which was driven by an
old tractor.
I recall the day that I had overloaded the charge which resulted in the road to Horseshoe being cut off until the mess that I had created was cleared away with a front end loader.
Pop Whipp who had the taxi service at the time, a green 1939 Chev car – was not at all pleased with my efforts. Some of the older
residents will no doubt remember that day.
I know Molly Smith (Sam and Philip’s mother) often made mention of the rock buster. I’m married to Molly’s niece Dale.
After working for John Gisby for a while I then went fishing on the odd boat that needed a mate for a few days.
Then met Stag Parry who had the Rakiura and joined up with him for a while. It was on one of these fishing trips with Stag I first
met or seen my first shark which was attacking the Rakiura while we were cleaning our day’s catch of blue cod and some groper.
The shark left a few teeth marks in the hull. I gave the shark which would have been about 12 foot, a lead tablet out of the end of an
ex WWI Army Long Tom, needless to say the 303 done the trick, no more problems.
During the 1970s I worked for Urwin & Co in Bluff repairing and maintaining their fleet of fishing vessels. Then one of their boats
the Kapousa skippered by Cyril Hanning (known as Honey) arrived back in Bluff with most of the rudder missing, a result of a shark
attack in Oyster Cove, he was also cleaning his days catch when this happened. It took me two days on the old Bluff slip to rebuild
the rudder.
The lesson is we don’t need to look for sharks they will find us. So don’t give them a reason to come hunting. I hope it never does
happen but I think that someday someone will be killed by one of these creatures in our local waters.
Best wishes to the people of Stewart Island.
Tony Milne
Bluff

This Newspaper is a great resource for anyone interested in the comings and goings on and about the Island, not only for readers of
today but for potential readers in generations to come. With this in mind, a gentle reminder from someone who trawls old newspapers and journals looking for titbits of info from a historical/genealogical perspective. There is nothing more frustrating than finding
a potentially informative article or photo but for the fact that the people involved aren't properly identified – often only the first
name or nickname is given on the expectation that the current-day locals know the people concerned. But please consider the reader/researcher many years in the future - the simple inclusion of a person's surname would give an otherwise casual news item much
greater historic value. Of course not everything warrants this treatment but please keep this point in mind when producing material
for publication. Announcements of special achievements, significant life events etc must surely warrant a full name, especially for
the benefit of ex-Islanders and the non-local readership who don't have intimate knowledge of the current population. And future
descendants of the people involved may be grateful for it.
John Bonn
Deadman’s Beach

Recently Environment Southland staff visited the island and completed their annual search and destroy programme for the pest plant
Chilean rhubarb (Gunnera tinctoria). This was a very successful operation, which would not have been possible without the great
support of the local community. The community was fantastic in identifying locations where the plant was growing and allowing us
permission to access these areas.
It was encouraging to see that within the township there was a decline in numbers of mature plants being found and, although there
is still an active seed bank, this too is reducing. Unfortunately there are still some areas where gunnera is proving a nuisance, particularly on cliff faces and near the coast, which affects the beauty of Stewart Island.
We continue to need the community’s help to keep this plant from spreading. Please notify Environment Southland of any new gunnera sightings, so they can be removed before spreading their seed.
Once again thank you for cooperation and I look forward to visiting again soon.
Shawn Johnson
Biosecurity Officer–Pest Plants
Environment Southland
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Beyondsemble performing at Bird on a Pear. More in next issue. Photo from Jules Retberg.
Yellow-eyed Penguin Trust News
This season’s field work monitoring yellow-eyed penguin at The Neck and on Codfish
Island is now complete. Timu Moxham and I returned to The Neck in December and
found two of the three nests there with two live chicks each. Unfortunately at the
third nest we found a chick dead in the nest bowl, still being attended by one parent.
The other parent was dead nearby; we couldn’t identify the cause of death but there
were no injuries suggesting predation.
In late January, just before Timu left for school in Invercargill, we returned for the
last time to weigh, measure and microchip the surviving chicks. This time we were accompanied by Storm Le
Quesne, and Klaartje Van Schie and Dan Lee from DOC who helped with the catching and handling of the
chicks. The first two chicks were hiding in a patch of thick gorse – a great place for them to be but not so fantastic for the catchers! Storm and Klaartje volunteered to venture through even thicker gorse to get behind
the chicks, and once we had them surrounded Timu and I moved in while Dan gamely dragged a pack full of
gear through the undergrowth. The actual capture was relatively easy as the chicks had nowhere to run and
didn’t struggle much. Unfortunately this may have been due to the poor condition they were in, both small
and weighing just over 3kg. They were weighed and measured but didn’t receive a microchip because they didn’t have enough fat under the skin to insert one into.
The second pair of chicks were also easily caught after Storm and I got behind them and flushed them out to
where Timu, Klaartje and Dan were waiting. They were larger and older than the first pair, but only one of
them had enough fat under the skin for it to receive a microchip. Although we had a fun morning out and the
procedures went smoothly, it was disheartening to know that three out of the four chicks are unlikely to survive.
On Codfish Island I was assisted by Samantha Collings and Dannie Cullen, both Blake DOC Conservation
Ambassadors sponsored by the Sir Peter Blake Trust, and Riki Parata an Environmental Management student from the Southern Institute of Technology. (As part of their Ambassador-ship Samantha and Dannie
submit blogs to the Sir Peter Blake Trust website – you can follow their adventures here http://
www.sirpeterblaketrust.org/young-blake-expeditions/doc-conservation-ambassador/follow-the-adventure2015/ ). We took three days to complete the work, visiting 32 nest sites, catching 32 chicks and microchipping
28 of them. Once again those that didn’t receive a microchip were deemed too thin – one weighing just 2.4kg.
Overall the breeding success on Codfish Island was 46% (up from 41% last year) but the number of nests monitored was 32 (down from 37 last year). These results are not fantastic, and the continuing decline in nest
numbers on Codfish (there were 61 in 2001) is of concern. The usual terrestrial factors (predation, habitat
loss) don’t apply there, implying the problem is occurring at sea. The Yellow-eyed Penguin Trust intends looking more closely at marine issues in future. Later in February Yellow-eyed Penguin Trust trustees from Dunedin will visit Stewart Island, spending three days around Halfmoon Bay visiting local supporters and some of
the penguin sites to familiarise themselves with the area and penguin issues.
Thanks to the people and organisations which assisted with the field work this season – the Rakiura Maori
Land Trust, Department of Conservation, Stewart Island Water Taxi, Timu Moxham, Storm Le Quesne,
Klaartje Van Schie, Dan Lee, Samantha Collings, Dannie Cullen, Riki Parata, & Kyle Learmonth.

Sandy King
For the Yellow-eyed Penguin Trust.
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in the shed behind the Stewart Island Gift Shop

Be safe if storing fuel at home
Fuel prices are the lowest they’ve been in five years, but storing fuel at home can be highly dangerous.
Z Energy’s Health, Safety, Security and Environment (HSSE) Manager, Julie Rea, cautions customers to understand the risks
before deciding to store fuel at home.
“With fuel prices 47 cents per litre cheaper than they were three months ago, a number of customers have been considering
whether or not to fill up their fuel containers while the price is low.
“If you do decide to store a container of fuel at home, for safety reasons we recommend you store only small quantities and
make sure that you are using a purpose built, approved fuel storage container.
“If you choose to hold more than 50 litres, be aware there are additional legal requirements that you must meet,” said Julie.
The Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) provides some useful guidelines on storing fuel on their website, including information on the relevant legal obligations.
The EPA states that fuel can only be stored and transported in approved fuel containers that have an appropriate sealing cap,
are made of metal or a durable plastic that won’t react with the fuel and that are clearly labelled to identify the fuel and the
potential hazards; and store no more than 50 litres. Full details can be found here:
http://www.epa.govt.nz/Publications/Fuel-Containers-at-home.pdf.
“Worryingly, we’ve seen a few customers trying to fill fuel into containers such as soft drink bottles.
“But using an unapproved fuel container is not only illegal, it’s highly dangerous and can put your entire household at risk.
“And given it’s an illegal activity, should something happen, you may not be covered by your insurance provider.
“Fuel products such as petrol are highly flammable – if not stored and handled properly, these sorts of substances can seriously
endanger people, property and the environment.
“As a company committed to safety, we want to make sure that our customers are not putting themselves or their families in a
risky position, and in this instance, the risks are simply not worth it.
“So have a look at the EPA website, only use approved fuel containers to store fuel, and don’t store more than 50 litres unless
you have all the relevant certifications,” said Julie.
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The Bunkhouse Theatre’s Tuk Tuk is up and running. Rides from $10

Available from 8.30am to 4pm.
Phone 027 867 9381 or call in at the Bunkhouse Theatre (10 Main Rd)

Fuel storage Do’s and Don’ts:
DO
 Only fill containers that have been stamped to say they are approved to
carry flammable liquids, have an appropriate sealing cap, and are made of
metal or a durable plastic
 Place portable fuel containers on the ground and fill slowly
 Ensure nozzle is touching the container to prevent the build-up of static
electricity
 Store out of sunlight in a cool location
 Check your legal and insurance obligations
DON’T
 Use containers that are not approved for storing fuel
 Fill containers on the back of a truck deck, trailer, utility vehicle or in car
boots as there is a risk of an explosion from a build-up of static electricity.
 Leave containers in the back of a car as the container will get pressurised
as the petrol heats up
 Store more than 50 litres without the relevant certifications
 Store for more than three months - petrol is not suitable for long term storage
This summary is intended to be guidance only. We recommend you always
check your legal obligations before using portable fuel containers and storing
fuel.
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It’s hard to explain why a contest featuring a row of men chundering is so,
well...special. There was an enormous
sense of goodwill and hilarity during the
Stewart Island Man of the Year competition, the event brings out all that’s best
in the community: volunteering, camaraderie, good sportsmanship, generosity of
spirit and coins, and a great sense of humour and fun. This picture sums it up
nicely: Rhys trying to help a fellow contestant launch his mussel buoy boat.

STEWART ISLAND NEWS
The event does bring out a bit of bile of
course, the pie eating challenge tested
some tummies but the cod-eye-paua guts
eating event was a true puku punishment, and we really must take our hats
off to the guys who endured the nauseating feat all for raising money for Rugrats!
Thanks to everyone for your contributions big and small: to Mike for making
sure the grill was cleaner than how he
found it after sizzling hundreds of sau-
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sages; to Bridget and her superhero
bread buttering skills; to all the people
who volunteered to judge or help with
events; to Mel and Cherie who ran the
whole thing; to Sam who passed a jug
around raising extra money from onlookers; to the ladies for their baking; to
Helen who donated $500 more that night
and commented:
Every man was Stewart Island Man of
the Year today, really.
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Photos from Jake Osborne.
See Stewart Island Events FB
page for more.
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Over the last couple of months a few locals have spent time on Butterfields beach
taking turns picking up rusty, burnt nails, the leftovers from burning wooden
pallets. We have collected well over 500 nails so far.
I am all for having a beach bonfire on a calm, beautiful, Stewart Island evening,
but I just want to make people aware that if they are burning any kind of wood
with nails in it then those nails are going to be left in the sand.
It's a worry to have our children playing on a beach in barefeet if there are rusty
nails lying hidden, also for our pets running on the beach. Everytime the
hightide comes in then it uncovers more nails so it will be an ongoing problem for
awhile.
To top it off, I took my daughter and dog for an evening stroll to Bathing beach a
few nights ago and low and behold, another firepit with more rusty nails, and
rusty bottlecaps sticking straight up out of the sand. In the space of 10minutes I
had collected over 50 nails.
Please be responsible and think about what you are using on your bonfire. We
have some of the most pristine beaches in the country here, and I would hate for
anybody to get a rusty nail in the foot, especially one of our children!
Emma Hopkins
BOOK REVIEW from Sue Ford

More Summer Reading
Thanks to the Summer Reading Programme a new
favourite is “Moon Over Martinborough” by Jared
Gulian. It’s the true tale of two young Americans who
fetch up in Wellington and then buy a rundown olive
grove on the Wairarapa. Not my sort of thing at all.
But I laughed until I cried at the pickles these two got
into – the broody geriatric rooster, the pet lamb with a
life-threatening addiction to chicken feed, a 13-year
old kunekune sow who falls in love with a Toy Boy!
The accidents with Sunshine the Tractor – resulting in
“improvements” – are hilarious, and the recipes are
mouthwatering. If you have a sense of humour and
only read one non-fiction book this year, make it this
one. “Bravemouth – Living with Billy Connolly”
by his wife Pamela Stephenson is also worth a read.
There’s lots of laughs and some sensitive moments
that take you by surprise, and a few dips into Billy’s
youth (fully covered apparently in “Billy”) that will
make you laugh or thoughtful – sometimes both!
“One Day” by David Nicholls is a novel with many
laugh-out-loud moments. Emma can’t believe her luck
when on Graduation Night she ends up with beautiful
Dexter – it’s 15 July, St. Swithin’s. The story re-visits
each of them during the next 20 years on that same
date, to catch up with their lives and set up for the
following year. Emma is gifted with the ability to turn
witty one-liners that have you giggling, and Dexter’s
self-absorbed character is wonderfully drawn. Be
warned, the ending is shocking, but strangely fitting.
“The Sound of a Scream” by John Manning begins like a Gothic romance with the convent-reared
girl arriving on the night of a storm to take up the governess position to a disturbed boy. The house is

creepy, the family and servants the stuff of horror
movies. And then with blood and dead bodies strewn
randomly throughout the pages, it all goes downhill
into banality. Unlike “The Edge of Normal” by
Carla Norton: Reeve, survivor of kidnap is drawn
into helping Tilly – another survivor, and then tracking down the perpetrator of this second series of horrific crimes. For the squeamish (like me!), the grisly details are only touched upon, and the strength of the
story is in the creation of page after page of suspense.
A “good read”! Then “Private Games” by James
Patterson with Mark Sullivan is standard Patterson fare – well-crafted, suspenseful, gory and grim –
but overly dramatic ending.
“Close to Home” by Lisa Jackson is my personal
Book of the Month. Sarah, newly divorced, has moved
back to her old home which is in need of a complete rebuild or a bulldozer! (Scary House Syndrome!) Clint
Walsh is her neighbour and Sarah’s teen romance.
Clint’s nearby presence is a distraction: she has the
house to renovate, a teenage daughter (enough said, I
think?), a scary swain who doesn’t understand ‘No’, a
younger daughter who swears she can see ghosts, and
a highly dysfunctional extended family. As if that
weren’t enough, Sarah experienced something in her
childhood which is buried deep in her subconscious –
and she’s afraid that she, too, sees ghosts. Then girls
in the nearby town start to disappear... I’d expected
more from the feisty kidnap victims, especially Rosalie. But I’m willing to forgive the Epilogue because of
the suspense of the rest of the book! “A Trick of the
Light” by Louise Penny and we are back in the tiny
Canadian town of Three Pines. An interesting mystery for Gamache to solve involves artists Clara & Peter when a dead body is discovered in their garden. I
love the characters in this series, centring on the people, not the grisly bit. But I’m looking forward to my
next Kate Shugak ‘fix’...
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Congratulations Alister Eade – by Margaret Hopkins

Many people in New Zealand particularly those living in small communities, dedicate a huge
amount of their time supporting and helping local and national causes. Stewart Island is very
lucky to have many of these people living in our community but there is one person who stands
out from the rest because of his exceptional ability to identify a need, come up with a plan, garner local support, undertake strategic forward planning and see a project through to completion.
In 1992 a community discussion around the long term viability of the 90 year old Stewart Island
County hall resulted in a decision being made to demolish the old building and fundraise for a
new multi-purpose building that would meet the community’s social, cultural and sporting needs.
The special nature and isolation of the Stewart Island community meant that many of the 380
residents were cynical of the community’s ability to raise the necessary $1.5m dollars needed.
However one man stood up and said ‘Hang on. I’ve never seen a building made of $1m but I have
seen one made of materials and I’m sure we can do it.’ That man was Alister Eade who became
Chairperson of the Stewart Island Community Centre Trust for the next 20 years and the driving force behind the project. Over the next 7 years he was behind this project that galvanised a
whole community to create a state of the art community centre which is the envy of many larger
towns. His argument was that because of our isolation Stewart Island needed this facility even
more than other towns. Our children deserved to have sports & cultural facilities that would enable them to be on a par with city children when they went to secondary school.
Alister and friend Joe Cave came up with the idea to purchase a portable timber mill, based it in
Invercargill and proceeded over the next 3 years to organise Stewart Islanders and mainland
supporters to mill all the pine framing for the building, 12 km of heart matai for flooring and 8
cubic metres of rimu for architraves and skirting. The majority of the timber was sourced by
Alister and he encouraged companies and people to donate or sell at a discounted rate for the
project. In 1999 the $1.5m community centre opened debt free and has continued to be the heart
of all Stewart Island community activities. As Alister said ‘I didn’t do it alone’ but his input was
enormous.
Building large amenities is one thing but paying for running costs and ongoing upkeep is another. Alister Eade created two major income earners to ensure ongoing costs are covered for the
community centre. Along with his business partners Joe Cave and Owen Ericson he established
a mussel line for the community alongside their own mussel farming operation on Stewart Island
and income from this has netted over $67,000 since 2006 which goes towards the community centre running costs as well as other Stewart Island projects. His other major funding venture is the
sale of bottled Stewart Island Rainwater which was set up, managed, marketed and physically
undertaken by Alister and his wife Jan. Income from this has been over $96,000.
Alister’s other major project is the new $90,000 Stewart Island Bowling green which opened last
year debt free thanks to his initiative, enthusiasm and fundraising.
Over the past 40 years Alister has been a stalwart in many clubs, organisations and activities on
Stewart Island. His ability to go out to the wider New Zealand community and solicit support for
Stewart Island has been instrumental in getting major projects such as the Stewart Island community centre and the bowling green completed.
Alister is a one in a million person and very deserving of his Queens Service Medal - official
recognition for his wonderful community spirit. A celebratory afternoon tea will be held in the
near future for friends and community to acknowledge Alister’s award. Watch the noticeboard for
details.
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Halfmoon Bay Beat

Incidents:

Reported Crime.

On the 10th of February, Rakiura Stewart Island Landsar
were called out to search for a 15 year old male Singapore
student who became separated from his school group while
walking between North Arm hut and Oban on the Rakiura . He was located 2 hrs later by a Landsar searcher on
the track. He had taken a side track becoming disorientated. After he sought advise from several other track
users he was able to follow the correct track.



On the afternoon of the 28th of December an as yet
unidentified male was photographed carrying a firearm
and hunting on private owned Dancing Star Foundation
land at Lee Bay.
Between Sunday the 25th and Wednesday the 28th of January a dishonest person has stolen approximately $25.00
cash from the SIRCET nursery honesty box.
If you have any information about the above offences give
the station a call.

Constable Dale Jenkins
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Rakiura Museum Matters - Jo Riksem

Back row: Miss Annie Peterson, Mrs Violet Thomson,. Rev Boyd, Miss Annie Heaton, Mrs Bridget Pollock
Front row: Mrs T. Heaton, then recently retired district nurse, Sister Casey Mrs Hansen, Mrs M.S. Bragg

This month I thought I'd take you down through some of the years of newspaper articles during the month of March. It makes
for interesting reading.
March 1932 - H.M.S. Laburnum & H.M.S. Veronica held a regatta in Paterson Inlet followed by a concert and dance in the
community hall with entertainment by H.M.S. Veronica’s concert party.
March 9, 1932 – W.E. Perry, minister of Internal Affairs, visits Stewart Island and is deeply “impressed by it’s scenic beauties”
March 29 1932 – The nurses cottage opened. Sister Casey was the district nurse and Mr Robert C. Hicks made the official
opening.
March 13, 1958 – Neville “Mick” Squires returns from the Auckland Islands in the boat, “Ho Ho”
March 20, 1961 – Archeologist, Leslie Lockerbie finds that there could have been occupation of Polynesian people as early as
1270 on Stewart Island.
March 24, 1961 – Mystery sculpture on sandstone cliff at Port Adventure, turns out to be fisherman from Port Chalmers from
trawler “Capri”
A special thanks to Vicki and Helen for the donation of money for our new scanner which will benefit the museum greatly. We
have a wealth of photos and if you are looking for something special we might be able to find it for you.
Lots of lovely books, chocolates and other items still for sale. We are nearing the end of the Stewart Island Boat book. Remember these won't be reprinted so if you haven't got your copy now is the time to purchase one.

Quiz Update from 2014
20.4.14 $487 donated to Easter Quiz, half to Nurses, half to Community Centre
1.6.14 $5,500 donated to buying a portacabin for the Nurse's Clinic
13.7.14 $100 donated to the Stewart Island WI for hall hire and start up costs
20..7.14 $300 donated for kids Highland Dancing Shoes
10.8.14 $140 for a hose-reel for Rugrats
10.8.14 $500 donated to the kids Bandquest trip
7.9.14 $500 donated to the Museum for a new map drawer
26.10.14 $45 Wheelbarrow for Moturau Moana $525 Books for the Library
9.11.14 $500 to the Stewart Island Tae Kwon Do group
21.12.14 $600 to the Community Christmas Party
28.12.14 $2030 donated to the Stewart Island Community Centre for a new computer
We have already donated $600 this year to the museum for a new scanner so if your group needs a
new item, let us know. See you Sunday!
—Vicki Coats
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Jed's Electrical
Fixing your stuff since 2001
•Domestic and Commercial
•New Connection Cables
•Temporary Power/Builders Box
•Freeview TV Installations

•Phone & Broadband
•Automotive & Marine Repairs
•Loan Fridge available
•Loan Water Pump available

•Water Deliveries

•Energy Efficiency Advice
•Alternative/Renewable Energy Systems

•Energy Efficient Light Bulbs
•Whiteware Repairs and Installation

•Treefellas. Trees trimmed and demolished.

Ph/fax 03 2191494 cell 027 4646147 jed.stewartisland@xtra.co.nz
202 Horseshoe Bay Rd, Stewart Island
Thanks to John Bonn for sharing some fishy history with us:

Blue-cod Commission – Inquiry at Bluff in 1912
An Inquiry was held at Bluff on 27 September 1912 in regard to the weight at which blue-cod may be taken. Evidence
was given by certain Islanders representing the Stewart Island fishermen. (In the official report of the proceedings
which was tabled in Parliament, the Chief Inspector of Fisheries included the statement “I have to say that I find it
almost impossible to get reliable information from fishermen and others interested in the fishing industry with regard
to the actual fishing grounds, size of fish obtained etc, the information being always more or less biased in favour of
the interests of the person making them.”)
Here are some extracts from the evidence given:
Arthur William Traill, of Halfmoon Bay - “Gentlemen, I would like to mention that I am a resident of nearly 40
years' duration in Stewart Island. When a young man I went in for fishing and oystering for several years, and although I have no interest in fishing personally and have no pecuniary stake in the fishery the fishermen asked me to
act as their representative, knowing that I take a keen interest in the welfare of the Island generally, so I wish to put
their case before you for your due consideration. I was in Invercargill about six months ago when the regulations altering the minimum of blue-cod from 8 oz. to 16 oz. were announced in the paper. As soon as I saw this announcement I
said, “This is a terrible blow to the fishermen.” I went up the street and I met a gentleman, a fish-merchant, and I said
to him, “What do you think of this?” and he said, “This is a terrible blow to the fishermen. It is too drastic altogether. I
would not have minded 10 oz. to 12 oz., but 16 oz. is too much”; and that is exactly my opinion, and my opinion has
never changed during the months since. I would like to draw your attention to the conditions under which the fish are
caught at Stewart Island, and I would like to describe the fishing-grounds to a certain extent. I would first like to
point out that the fishermen cannot avoid catching cod under the minimum, and the higher the minimum is raised the
greater the number of undersized fish caught. Under the conditions in which the fish are caught, the size of the hooks
they use etc., these small fish are unavoidably caught, or at any rate a large number of them, and I would also state
emphatically that when caught they are badly if not fatally injured. I will describe for you a day's fishing. It may be
the fishermen reach the grounds after having lost several days through bad weather. They reach the ground and they
try this place and that place, and they do not get on to the fish because the fish are not always in the same spot. Presently they strike out. I have known boats who got all their catch of fish in perhaps an hour. The fish are caught with
lines, and are found in the bottom of the ocean – their home is close to the bottom, for the cod never rise above the bottom. The fishermen jerk the line rapidly as soon as a pull is felt, the line is pulled up very rapidly, and when the fish
reach the edge of the boat they are jerked off with a rapid jerk which the fishermen learn after long experience. If the
fish do not come off with the jerk the fishermen dash them against the side of the boat. The new regulations say that
the fishermen are to carefully select fish of a certain size, and if the fish are too small they must throw them overboard
so that they may swim to the bottom and recover. The fishermen maintain that in catching the fish they unavoidably
injure them so badly that very few would ever reach the bottom. Not only are they badly injured by the hook that has
been jerked through their mouth, breaking their jaws and otherwise injuring them, but there are the natural enemies
of the fish – groper and suchlike fish – that are swimming about under the water and on the top of the water. For the
last few years there have been large flocks of mollymawks. In past years they were not in evidence in these waters at
all. Mollymawks breed down in the southern islands; they are large birds of the albatross species. A fisherman can
hardly put a line with bait on it slowly over the boat's side without these birds seizing hold of the bait. In fact, I have
been out fishing myself and caught several blue-cod, and have tried to return them to the water without these birds
catching hold of them. Sometimes mollymawks catch hold of a person's finger if held over the side of the boat, so fishermen have great difficulty in returning these fish alive, when not injured by the hook, into the water. So I maintain
that a very small proportion of the fish that are caught, even if they escape their natural enemies, reach their natural
habitat at the bottom of the ocean. I also maintain that cod from 8 oz. to 10 oz. are good, sound, juicy fish, and not to
be objected to for any reason, and I would also like to point out that since these regulations came into force increasing
the minimum from 8 oz. to 16 oz. it has been a very great loss to the fisherem engaged in the industry in Stewart Is(Continued on page 19)
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land and elsewhere … The fishermen from Halfmoon Bay and Stewart Island have lost from £800 to £1000 owing to
these regulations having been enforced, and I think it is no wonder the fishermen have indulged in some very unparliamentary language – no wonder they have been squealing over this business to a certain extent ...”
N.J. Jensen, fisherman, Halfmoon Bay - “I have been a fisherman on Stewart Island for 22 years. I can say without hesitation that this year, before the new regulations came into force, we have got more fish for the time than any
previous year, and I also beg to state that at the end of August, or just in the middle of August or somewhere about
that time, the fish begin to leave the islands roundabout Halfmoon Bay, and it is hardly worth while after that time
for any fisherman to go out and try to earn his living, for he can make very little of it. The fish seem to go away, but
about January they come back as thickly as ever round about the islands. I do not think the fishing-grounds are getting depleted, or we would not be able to get the same fish every year round. At the first of the season you go somewhere about the north – that is where the fish are then – and about a month or two afterwards they seem to go away
to the other islands and the fishermen in the boats follow them up, and when it comes to the end of August the fish
knock off biting, and of the few you get the majority of them have spawn in them – some of them, at any rate – and I
think if anything should be done the fish should be protected when they spawn. Another thing I would like to say is
that it is very unfair to the fisherman to weigh a live blue-cod when it is twisting and wriggling about all the time,
and I think it would be fairer for the fishermen if they should go by measurement, for he can have a mark on his boat,
and get an idea of the measurement from that; but you cannot weigh a live blue-cod, for the fish wriggles about and
you stand the chance of having your fingers pricked and your hands poisoned, and no fisherman would do it, for it
takes too long a time and he stands a chance of getting injured ...”
Thomas Bragg, fisherman, Halfmoon Bay - “I have been fishing for 20 years. This last season has not been the
best season that I have ever had, although I have heard several fishermen say it has been their best. I did more fishing this season among the islands near Halfmoon Bay than I have done in the previous 5 years. Previous to those 5
years I used to fish a good deal at the back of Stewart Island, and, of course, did very well ...”
Henry Hansen, fisherman, Stewart Island - “I have been fishing 18 years, with only 3 years out of that away altogether. This last year I went out in the boat myself and got 4 cwt. of cod in one day for myself, and I do not think I
have ever done that before all the years I have been fishing, and that was got off the north of Halfmoon Bay. The fish
can be got just as big out of Halfmoon Bay as 10 years ago, and you can go to the scrap-paddock and get the small
ones. They have their different banks. The small fish have a bank and the big fish have a bank. At one time I used to
have to go away and stay away all night to try and get fish, but I found I could do just as well out of Halfmoon Bay,
and be home every night. Since the small-fish racket came in I have only had about 6 cases of fish, and I have been
out every month till the end of August. If it had not been for a few groper I would not have been able to make a living
at all.
Question by Mr McClure: “You say that you catch as many fish now as when you commenced fishing?”
Mr Hansen: “Yes, sir.”
Mr McClure: “When you commenced fishing, I suppose it was all sail and no oil, or is it all sail now?”
Mr Hansen: “No, sir. We had crafts then with sails which could sail just as quickly as these with oil-engines. If the
tide did not suit we we were quite as well off with a sailing vessel as with oil-engines. My father had three sons of us,
and if we got 20 or 30 dozen we thought we did well then; but now this last 2 years if we get 2 days out in the week,
we would have a show of getting [$4] for them for the few months since the new regulations came in ...”
Alfred Hansen, fisherman, Halfmoon Bay - “I have been fishing for 18 years this last January …”
Question by Mr Ayson: “What size-limit do you think would be fair?”
Mr Hansen: “The old regulations.”
Mr Ayson: “Do you favour a length-limit instead of weight?”
Mr Hansen: “It would not make any difference to me – whatever the other people think. The measurement is very
much easier than the weight, because we have a mark cut in the rail of the boat 12 inches long, and that goes just
about the bare thing for 11 oz. when clean. When you catch a cod he is always wriggling around, and you can tell
when he is nearly the size, but you cannot take hold of him to put him on the rail to measure him, so to make sure of
him you give him a bash on deck, and when he is nice and safe, if you are doubtful, you measure him, and if not long
enough you let him drop gently over the side.”
Mr McClure: “He will not recover then?”
Mr Hansen: “No, for any cod that is nowhere near the size you make sure of him.”
Mr Ayson: “If you make any doubt of it?
Mr Hansen: “Yes. If in doubt give him a gentle tap on the head over the rail; they say they are a very hardy fish.”
Mr McClure: “Give them a bash on the head for the purpose of getting the hook out?
Mr Hansen: “Yes, to get the hook out.”
The full Report is viewable on http://atojs.natlib.govt.nz/cgi-bin/atojs?a=d&d=AJHR1912-II.2.4.2.32&e=-------10--1------0--

February 2015

STEWART ISLAND NEWS

PAGE 20

SIRCET Update by Shona Sangster
The Stewart Island/Rakiura Community and Environment Trust’s Annual report for the 2013-2014
Year has been published and distributed, and a copy is available to view in the Environment Centre.
A big thank you to the Department of Conservation’s Partnership team for assisting with printing.
The January SIRCET newsletter is also available now from the Environment Centre.
A correction to last month’s update – I wrote that our current summer volunteer, Peta Maidens, had
volunteered in the Okavango Delta in Botswana, and with the Jane Goodall Institute. She’s visited
both these amazing places but not as a volunteer. My apologies Peta! SIRCET would also like to thank Peta for her
amazing contribution during her time here. She has worked really hard in some pretty unsummer-like conditions! At
least she got to use the puffer jacket that doesn’t get a lot of wear in Queensland! And once again, thanks to DoC and E
Hayes for their assistance with volunteer accommodation.
2014 Little Blue Penguin monitoring results are in. 33 hours were given by volunteers in total, thanks very much to all
the volunteers who gave their time to help with this. A total of 51 Little Blue Penguins/ Korora were seen and recorded
across all ten slow walk counts this year; an average of 5 birds per night. This is a slight drop from last year, which is
disappointing but could be caused by a number of factors. Further information will be available form the Environment
Centre
SIRCET is also planning a competition soon with great prizes to be won, more details to follow….
As a regular feature in SIN and in our newsletters we are featuring some of the interesting plants available at the
nursery. This month‘s feature is…
Carmichaelia Odorata – Scented
Broom
You may have noticed some of the
examples of this broom in flower
around the island at the moment,
there is a great one outside the DoC
visitor centre. I often shake my head
over the invasive yellow flowered
Scotch Broom (Cytisus scoparius) but
this is a very attractive native with
gorgeous flowers and as the name
indicates, a wonderful scent. It
grows to about 2 metres, and will
tolerate dry conditions though it performs better with a reasonable supply of moisture.

Update from Predator Free Rakiura Governance
Group

The Predator Free Rakiura Governance Group met for the
6th time on Tuesday 10 February in Invercargill. It
was quite an eventful meeting and the Governance Group
felt it was worth providing an update.

As most of you know, the Governance Group has asked for
detailed options to be prepared on how any removal of
predators from the Halfmoon Bay area might be achieved.
Drafts of these papers were discussed at the meeting. The
detail of those options is still being refined, but at this
stage all options being looked at involve a ground-based
approach for the Halfmoon Bay project.

Other issues also need to be explored further. For example,
one big unknown is the home range size of kiore on Stewart
Island Rakiura and how this might change when more
dominant rat species are removed. More research is needed
into their behavioural patterns to ensure that any groundbased operation could be guaranteed to remove them. This
research could make a huge difference to the potential cost
of the project, and therefore its chances of going ahead.

The Governance Group has requested further work on all
three of the papers that will unfortunately delay their release, including exploring different options for any fence
and the removal of predators.

If you have any specific questions you can contact any of
the Governance Group or contact the project team via the
The indicative costs for implementation looked were signifi- Q&A section on www.predatorfreestewartisland.org.nz
cantly higher than initial estimates. The Governance
Group had concerns whether this level of funding could be
raised. Further work is required on the costs to ensure an
accurate estimate is achieved.
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Presentation on
GOODNATURE TRAPS
WHEN: 6 pm Monday, 9th March
WHERE: Department of Conservation
Drinks and nibbles provided
Come learn more about this Kiwi invention,
a non-toxic, self-setting alternative control
for rats and possums.
Traps will be available for purchase.
NO STOPPING AT ALL TIMES.
Not sure if it’s a good thing or a bad thing to amuse a cop.
Stuart Newton was laughing when he gave me this photo of a
vehicle parked in front of this sign.

Surrounded by rugrats! Sinky and Spragg try to
enjoy a quiet beer at the Pub.
While sitting at Golden Bay Wharf, Anyta Cox snapped some
photos of these ladies swimming in Paterson Inlet, and chatted
with them. They are Emily Chung (formerly of London) and
Aucklander Susan Nottage. They love open water swimming, and
past adventures include swimming from Spain to Morocco (it took
them six hours). They have travelled round New Zealand swimming in various lakes, and decided to jump into the Inlet for a
swim from Golden Bay to Iona Island. Photos from Anyta

February 2015

STEWART ISLAND NEWS

PAGE 22

DoC News from Jennifer Ross
New Multi-Use Tracks: Fern Gully, Ryan’s Creek & Kaipipi Bay
Fern Gully, Ryan’s Creek & Kaipipi Bay have changed from single to multiple-use tracks. All of the affected tracks begin and end at the Main Road track entrance parking lot and a new sign is in place.
Track

Dogs on Leads

Mountain Biking

Fern Gully Track

YES

NO

Kaipipi Bay (3.5km section of Rakiura Track)

YES

YES (to Kaipipi Bay only)

Ryan’s Creek Track

YES

YES (to picnic site only)

The designated mountain bike track sections were chosen due to the minimal impact that bikes will have on the existing
well-formed, wide & rock-lined former logging roads.
Please be considerate, respect others and respect the track when sharing this space. Be a responsible
tramper, cyclist, and dog owner. Give people enough space to pass by and take away all your rubbish.

Introducing the Weeds Team: Levi Wake,
Megan Bogisch & Jeff Carter
The Department of Conservation Weeds Team are
here from November through March, employed to
control weeds in Halfmoon Bay. The main focus of
the “weeds team” is Darwin’s Barberry and Selaginella eradication while finding time to eliminate German Ivy, Old Mans Beard and contain Chilean Flame
Creeper. Environment Southland supports these
weed programmes through the Regional Pest Management Strategy.
The team has enjoyed being on the Island & have
The “weeds team” you might see in and around
your garden. Photo Credit: Philippa Green
made the most of their stay here so far. They like interacting with members of the public and are happy
to talk about any concerns or information related to weed control in Halfmoon Bay.

Finding an Adze

Jennifer Ross with
the adze. Photo Credit:
Andrew King

An Adze was discovered by Don Pannett and his son Mike Pannett on a Stewart
Island/Rakiura hunting block nine months ago. It was left untouched until Monday the 27th January when a group led by Andrew King revisited the area. The
group was made up of
Stewart Bull representing
Ngai Tahu, Don and Mike
Pannett and five Department of Conservation
staff. After a little help
from GPS coordinates and
a few hours of searching
Donald miraculously refound the adze. The stone
is thought to be Tihaka
argillite and estimated to
be four hundred years old
How the adze was found. Photo Credit: Don Pannett

February 2015

It was a windy, wet Waitangi Day but the
crowd showed up anyway, armed with tarps
and hot mulled wine, ready to cheer the annual
Maori v Pakeha rugby game at Traill Park. The
guys played five aside and the Pakeha team
won 26-24. The school had a sausage sizzle, the
kids ran up and down the side-lines waving toi
toi ’flags’ and had a ball, so despite the weather
a good time had by all. Just a few sore
noggins the next day: Rhys got injured on the
field and a few spectators drank a few too many
mulled wines! Thanks to Friday and Eamonn
for refereeing.
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LOCATIONS
WILLIAM TODD & CO LTD
Stewart Island Real Estate
For all local listings
houses, cribs, sections and blocks of land.
See our website www.locations.co.nz
or contact our local representative
Jeanette Mackay on 027 681 8589

for current listings.

www.stewart-island-news.com

Stewart Island News is published on a monthly basis as material permits.
Please send articles and enquiries to Jess Kany
at PO Box 156 Stewart Island
or email to editor@stewart-island-news.com
If you wish to have Stewart Island News sent to you or a friend, please fill out this form and send it
with a cheque made payable to “Stewart Island News” to P.O. Box 156, Stewart Island 9846.
Or
Direct deposit to Westpac 03 1750 0250628 00 — please put your name as reference and don’t forget
to send me an email with your address.
The cost is as follows:
12 issues to an Oban address $36
12 issues to other New Zealand address $48
12 issues to international address $72
12 issues emailed $24
Name of Recipient:________________________________________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Advertise in the
Stewart Island News
This little paper ends up in
most island households and is
sent to over 150 bach owners,
former residents, and other
subscribers around the
country and the world.
Dozens of visitors see this too.
So tell all of those people
about your business!
Contact editor for rates.
editor@stewart-island-news.com

