
  

 

Stewart island news  
Celebrating rakiura  

August ñSeptember 2013                      $2.00  

 Itõs been a busy little month what 
with one thing or another; offer-

ing to look after the SIN while 

Jess is away coincided with my 

first month of being secretary for 

Lions which made sure my poor 

inbox was bursting at the seams. 

The good news is though that 

means this months edition is also 

a porker; as one of our school kids 

was overheard to say after the 

pub buffet, as stuffed as a chooks 

bum!  

Winter hasnõt stopped the merri-

ment here on the Island as evi-

denced by the rogues gallery in 

the centrespread (pg 12 & 13) 

from the two midwinter celebra-

tions held at the pub and a 

gggreat party held at the Goomesõ 

place.(pg14), but you know 

Spring is round the corner when 

the boats start loading up with 

pots to go catch the LFFs. (Little 

Flappy Feckers).  

But if youõd really like to get 

away from those Winter blues, 

read about Josephine and Rikiõs 

adventures in the sun. (pg17)  

I cut my editorial teeth, so to 

speak, when Jess passed on a 

photo and brief description for 

this monthõs edition. Deciding it 

needed a bit more background, I 

hit the internet hard and 

did some proper re-

search. Iõm quite fancy-

ing myself as a proper 

journalist; drinking, 

chain -smoking, swear-

ing...oh, hang on! Any-

way, the full story is on 

pages 8 to 11. 

Talking about smoking, 

thereõs a competition be-

ing organised in partner-

ship with the University of Auck-

land where teams of ten can win 

$5000 for a community project or 

charity by giving up. See page 6 

for more, or pop in and have a 

chat to Debs or 

Marty.  

Bay Audiology are 

also coming to the 

Island in August 

and conducting free 

hearing checks, so 

if you are hard of 

herring now would 

be a good time to 

get checked out 

(Pg23). 

Thereõs plenty of 

upcoming events 

including the Pensionerõs Party 

and a slightly nutty guy whoõs 

planning to run all of New Zea-

landõs Great Walks, starting here 

on Rakiura. More about Julian 

Beeõs project for Cure Kids in 

next monthõs 

edition, but if 

you want to do 

your charitable 

bit now, get 

drinking some 

moo juice. 

Meadowfresh 

are running a 

promotion to 

share $500,000 

of sports and arts gear to schools; 

simply collect the stickers on 

your bottles and hand them in to 

the school. The shop will even 

take them off you before you 

leave the door!  

On a sadder note itõs Sharonõs 

last DOC Spot and also the end of 

a few more DOC workers time on 

Stewart Island as the restructur-

ing of positions takes effect in 

September. (Pg21)  

Thanks everyone who contributed 

this month; Jess always does an 

awesome job of this little paper 

and hopefully I havenõt bodged it 

too much!                              Vicki  

Ian, Sue & Co at the Midwinter Buffet  

Jan, Ben & Jules after the Midwinter Buffet  

Freaky Fish from Riki Rudin -Jones 

If you have an opinion 

about shark cage diving, 

let DoC know by  

23rd August .  

See page 2 for details.  
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Feedback Sought: Interim Guidelines for Commercial Cage Diving with Great White Sharks  

 

DOC is to release, for a 6-week public consultation, interim guidelines for commercial great white shark cage 
diving.  The guidelines will be available on the DOC website (www.doc.govt.nz) under the ñconsultationsò 
link.  

 

Great white sharks are protected under the Wildlife Act 1953. The guidelines were developed to assist com-
mercial cage diver operators understand the relevance of the Wildlife Act to their operation and the impor-
tant role they can play in promoting the conservation of these sharks.  

 

The guidelines set out the risks that cage diving can pose to great white sharks.  They also set out options to 
mitigate, or reduce, these risks.  As commercial cage diving with sharks is a relative new, developing industry 
within NZ, DOC is keen to hear from stakeholders on any risks (and mitigation options) to great white sharks 
that may be missing. 

 

DOC is seeking feedback on the interim guidelines by 23 August 2013. Written comments 
should be submitted by this date to:  

 marine@doc.govt.nz  

 
Maritime NZ has produced interim guidance on safety aspects of commercial cage diving with sharks.  Inter-
ested parties are encouraged to review both the DOC and Maritime NZ interim 
guidelines together.  Further information is available through the Maritime NZ 
website (www.MaritimeNZ.govt.nz ).  

http://www.doc.govt.nz/
mailto:marine@doc.govt.nz
http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/
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RAKIURA MUSEUM MATTERS ð by Jo Riksem  

The above photograph was part of our acquisitions  this last month.  Weõre always grateful for the wonderful photo-

graphs and digital images that are given to the museum especially early Stewart Island scenes.  

 

Other acquisitions included black and white digital images of Mason Bay, Whalers Base, Freshwater Landing, whale 

chaser òPagodromaó, Bill Phillips and Teddy Church on board the òC.A. Larsenó and a photograph of Ayr Street taken 

between 1902-1904 with Gordon Traill and Ida Cox as small children standing on the roadside.  Watch out for the 

Friends of the Museum newsletter which will have the latter photograph in itõs next edition. A very well loved teddy be-

longing to Gay and Diana Simmer back in the 1930s and a bottle celebrating the Roaring 48ers 60 th  birthdays with itõs 

special label.    Many thanks to all our donors.  

 

A copy of the diary kept by Mathias Eriksen Wiig of his voyage from New Zealand to Norway on board the òSir James 

Clark Rossó (1) returning Captain Larsenõs body home in 1925 is now available from the museum at $15 per copy.  This 

is a wonderful history of a voyage giving details of weather conditions, activities on board, special reception on arriving 

in Norway, etc.  Only a few of these have been printed so be sure to get a copy.  These can be mailed to you, postage ex-

tra.  

 

One of our most asked for e nquiries is for the family of John òJackyó Lee and sure enough another one came in this last 

month.  Itõs amazing the extent of this family and their interest.  Itõs been great how many of them have come back to us 

with extra information to add to our file on this interesting person which is very much appreciated.  Also an enquiry as 

to when the old school building was demolished. This was in 1961.  

 

 It was good to have Jim Watt on the island for a few days and many of you enjoyed his talk on òStewart Island 

Ferries and Skippersó which was held in the community hall at the end of July.  With the help of Jim weõre bit by bit 

starting to finalise the programme for the Norwegian Weekend on the 4, 5 and 6 April 2014.  A final programme and 

registration form will be out in November of this year.  

 

The visit from Jo Massey our Roving Museum Officer came to an end on the 17 th  of August but she has promised to be 

back next year and we look forward to that.  Weõve accomplished a lot, with more housing of items that will be protected 

for years to come and cataloguing of items that had not been previously entered into our system.  With the advent of a 

new museum in the future itõs a great benefit to know exactly what we have and where it is.  Thereõs still many things to 

be done yet, but itõs nice to see year by year the òto doó list is getting a bit smaller. 

 

Museum winter opening hours are Monday thru Friday 10 am ð Noon, Saturday 10 am ð 1:30 pm and Sunday Noon ð 2 

pm. 

For more in -depth information join Friends of Rakiura Museum with twice yearly newsletters.   

Just email us at stewartislandmuseum@southlanddc.govt.nz   or 03 2191-221. 

Halfmoon Bay 1800s showing Murdochõs saw mill (long building) at far right end  

mailto:stewartislandmuseum@southlanddc.govt.nz
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OBAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CHATTER 
by Jo Riksem 

 

One never knows whatôs going to appear in the mail and 

sometimes it brings little blessings instead of bills.  A copy 

of this painting came in a beautiful handmade green enve-

lope the other day with a message that read, ñYou probably 

know my grandmother Emily Moffettôs ñMorning Mistò 

watercolour from my ñEdge of the Bushò.  I thought you 

might like this copy for your Oban Presbyterian Church 

records.  Granny Moffett painted it some time in the late 

1930s.  I love the way the mist drifts under the gum tree at 

Lonnekerôs Point and the way the church stands out in the 

wet.ò  signed Sheila Natusch.  I couldnôt of said it better 

myself and we thank you very much Sheila for sharing this 

with us. 

    Morning Mist       Painting by Emily Moffett  

 

110th Anniversary 

Start digging through the old photographs and see if you 

can find anything that might be of interest to us to help 

celebrate our 110th Anniversary next year.  If I can have a 

loan of anything one might have we can scan them and 

then get the originals back to you or if you want to do the 

scanning we need them to be done at 300 dpi and .tif files.  

Donôt hesitate to phone me at 03 2191-230 if you have any 

questions.  Also memories and stories would be great too. 
 

September will have some special return ministers to our 

church so watch out for them around the town. 
 

September 1 st  & 8 th   -  Eric Mattock  - Eric has 

been a Parish Minister since 1979. Prior to this he 

served with the NZ Army followed by 9 years as an 

Enforcement Officer. He grew up in the Taranaki - 

King Country on farms.  He has served in one City 

Parish - Wellington, has always been drawn to 

country areas, and particularly to isolated regions 

who have considerable difficulty obtaining good 

services including Ministry. The produce of our ru-

ral areas, including harvest of the sea are the eco-

nomic pillars upon which our economy rests.  Eric 

believes that these areas have much to contribute 

to the Church & endeavours to serve the Mission of 

God.  He is currently serving in the Maniototo Par-

ish after finishing in Kurow at the beginning of 

May.  

September 15th - Rev. Beverley Osborn  -  Beverley is our 

home-grown minister, making her first visit to the Island 

when she was two years old, as did her mother before her. 

From that time on there have been very few years when 

she has not spent time here. ñRev Bevò gained her primary 

and secondary education in Invercargill and then went to 

Otago University. She was a secondary school teacher for 

five years in Dunedin and Winton before marrying Jim, a 

Londoner who had made the Island his home. They raised 

their 4 children here until the oldest was high school age. 

The family then shifted to Otatara ï with annual excursions 

ñback homeò to the Bay or, more frequently, to Mason 

Bay. 

 

September 22  ð Ian Crawford - Ian Crawford is 

married with three children and four grandchil-

dren. He spent 25 years as a teacher of children 

and then graduated from Carey Baptist College 

Auckland, to go to Ashburton Baptist Church 

where he ministered for ten years.  As he says, òI 

have spent the following ten years in PCANZ in 

two Southland parishes, and presently walk along-

side ten small parishes helping them to walk the 

walk of faith in Jesus, and keep the light of a Gos-

pel burning in their communities.ó 

 

September 29 - Peter Carter - Peter and his wife 

Olive spent many happy weeks here on the Island, 

coming several times for stays of up to 3 months 

and in particular helping us  when we celebrated 

the centennial of our church..  He now returns to 

us and will spend four weeks with us.  It will be a 

delight to have him in the community again.  

Church remains open daily so come in and enjoy its beauty 

and peace. 

Church services: every Sunday, starting at 11a.m. followed 

by a cup of tea and goodies. 

Prayer Circle: every Saturday 11:30 ï 12 noon at the home 

of Coral Hotchkiss. 

STEWART ISLAND    GARDEN CIRCLE  

 

Next meeting will be at Stewart 

Island Backpackers at  

2 oôclock on 

Thursday 12th  

September. 



August 2013  STEWART ISLAND NEWS  PAGE 5

 



August 2013  STEWART ISLAND NEWS  PAGE 6

 

The highly successful group stop smoking contest 

WERO has just been funded for 3 years, enabling the 

first national competition to start on 1 September. 

Otago and Southland smokers will, for the first time, 

have the opportunity to put together teams and enter 

the competition.  

 

Whanau End Smoking Regional Whanau Ora chal-

lenge (WERO) involves teams of 10 smokers, who 

compete to have the most quitters after 3 months and 

win $5,000 cash for a charity or community group of 

their choice. 

 

Trish Fraser, WERO Regional Coordinator for Otago 

and Southland is urging smokers to take advantage of 

this wonderful opportunity to quit for good. She says 

óSmokers should either create their own team or regis-

ter on the website www.wero.me to join a team.ô 

 

The competition was developed by the Centre for To-

bacco Control Research at The University of Auck-

land as part of a new research programme, the To-

bacco Control Research TȊranga. It has been piloted 

in Northland and Hawkes Bay with very good results 

ï 41.2% quit after 3 months.  

 

ñWERO brings smokers together to support each 

other with quitting,ò says Dr Marewa Glover, Director 

of the Centre for Tobacco Control Research. ñIt is al-

most like a do-it-yourself or do-it-together approach 

although plenty of expert stop smoking support is of-

fered by WERO and existing stop smoking services if 

teams want it.ò 

 

Social media and mobile technologies are part of the 

programme, such as a website, iPad and iPhone apps 

to display how teams are doing, and the WERO Face-

book page keeps teams and supporters updated. Team 

members can stay in touch with each other online, ask 

questions about their withdrawal symptoms and re-

ceive expert advice to help them win. 

 

Trish Fraser says ñwe are looking for proactive people 

who could support and motivate teams to quit smok-

ing and win for their communityò.  

 

Smokers keen to take up the WERO challenge should 

contact Trish Fraser at trish@wero.me or on 0274 435 

241 or see Debs or Marty 

Meet the new Recycler on 

the Block!  

Thereõs a few new faces hanging off the 

back of the blue truck as it wends itõs 

way around the Island on Tuedays and 

also at the Horseshoe base too. I 

caught up with Alistair Faulknor to 

see what brought him to Stewart Is-

land.  

So the first question has to be; what 

made you apply for a job here?  

Well, Iõve never been here before but I 

love working and living in small com-

munities. For the last 45 years Iõve 

worked all over NZ, but mainly in the 

North Island, and so it seemed time to 

give the South a go! Plus I was fed up 

of the pressures or working in town 

and wanted to slow down the pace a 

bit.  

Is recycling your line of work then?  

I class myself as a driver and operator 

of machinery. Iõve had lots of different 

jobs including working for AB Lime 

Landfill for about four years, but I ac-

tually started out doing an apprentice-

ship as a Linesman at the Post Office!  

Donõt tell Chris Dillon that; youõll get 

roped in! Do you have any family youõll 

be bringing with you?  

Hehe, Iõve got three ex-wives so they 

wonõt be coming but I have two daugh-

ters who are keen for a visit. Trudy is 

a registered nurse in Australia and 

Kellyõs a sports therapist in Auckland. 

So what do you think of the Island so 

far? 

I love it! I should have come here forty 

years ago! I love the beautiful scenery 

and the peace and tranquillity and of 

course the friendly people. And the job 

and the people at work are excellent. 

Iõm seriously thinking about buying a 

property here, but Iõll wait a wee while 

until the honeymoon period is over and 

Iõm sure I want to stay. 

Have you got enough hobbies to keep 

you occupied whilst youõre here? 

I love tramping and Iõve been for a lot 

of walks already, plus Iõm going to take 

over some ratlines so that will get me 

out and about. I was a member of Wai-

kiwi Lions and so Iõve transferred to 

the Stewart Island Lions. I also have 

some radio-controlled boats and planes 

I want to bring over, and I like the 

usual things like reading, watching 

(Continued on page 18) 

http://www.wero.me/
mailto:trish@wero.me
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Lonnekers Prior to Planting - 2009 

Lonnekers    August 2013   

SIRCET NEEDS YOU!!!!!!  

Upcoming Workshop:   

A hands -on planting and weeding workshop is 

being planned for Saturday 13 September 

from 10am ð 1pm at     Lonnekers Beach.  

Come and be part of this amazing community 

project and at the same time learn about plant-

ing to prevent weed growth and native plant 

alternatives for your own garden.  

(BYO gardening tools).  

For further information contact Mandy 

on Shirty1@xtra.co.nz  or (03) 2191594. 

mailto:Shirty1@xtra.co.nz
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ban lobe -bottler! A tale of one man and two bottlesé. 

 

Messages in bottles!  

When I said Iõd do the SIN for 

Jess while she was away, she for-

warded me a photo of a bottle Si 

Taylor had found at Masons Bay. 

Little did she know what sheõd 

startedé. 

Over Easter 2013, Si and the 

Check family were holidaying at 

Masons. As he does, Si was 

checking out the flotsam and jet-

sam on the beach and scored 

himself a small piece of amber-

gris! He also spotted an empty 

wine bottle, not so unusual, but 

then he realised it had a note in 

it!  

Two weeks later whilst gorse 

spraying for DoC on Bravo Is-

land, he found another one! 

Starting to get a bit freaked out 

he unrolled the messages and 

started the story.  

The Bravo bottle was just your 

normal kids fizz bottle. It had 

been launched in 1997 by broth-

ers James and Thomas Gourlay 

from Invercargill. Through the 

wonder that is tõinternet, I had a 

search and found the brothers, 

James in Queenstown and Tom 

in Dunedin.  

James replied, òCould you please 

send a picture of the bottle and 

the note through to me so I can 

remember what a five and seven 

year old boy thought they needed 

to send a message in a bottle 

about?Hoping you can forgive us 

for littering your beautiful island 

haha!ó 

And his thoughts on seeing the 

note? 

òNot a very exciting message. I 

had hoped it would be full of lies 

1997 Note 

Some photos from Jameõs and Tomõs 1997 holiday at Bravo. òIn the photo in the house, I am the one with my 

thumbs up, and Tom is the one with the stripy jersey kneeling on the drawers. We abandoned our tents in favour of 

the homestead because of storms, and then evacuated back to Oban to shelter from the storm with Joe and Helen 

Cave.ó James Gourlay  


