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In true tabloid style, the last issue of SIN
mentioned storms, tsunamis, and earthquakes.
What’s left?... Pandemic! That’s right, I’m
talking about swine flu. (Which spreads faster
on Stewart Island: The H1N1 virus or rumours
about who might have it?) If you have any flu
symptoms it is strongly advised to STAY
HOME and CALL the clinic at 098, and the
nurse will sort out an appointment with you.
They do not want you wandering into the
clinic waiting room coughing and sneezing on
people and things (see p3 for more).
Onto volcanoes. In anticipation of the Te Papa
exhibition this summer, your Library has two
new beautiful books about Pompeii and the
volcano which ruined (yet ironically preserved) the ancient city. These books are just a
part of scores of new books which will be
unveiled at a Library New Book party on
Saturday 29th August.

One more disaster reference, a
follow-up about last month’s
earthquake: Fisherman Arthur
White was near the epicentre off
Fiordland and he and his crew
looked up to see a wall of water
coming at them. They decided
to try to go ashore but then the
shore came down into the sea
next to them in a massive landslide so they head out to open
ocean. That’s the most exciting
quake story I’ve heard yet.
Did you know that paua
hatchery/community centre
manager Casey Lockwood is a
basketball star? After captaining her team through Princeton
University in the US, she
recently led the Southland
Pearls to glory. The team is now
qualified to compete in the
basketball open nationals in
Invercargill in September.
It’s possible there won’t be an
issue of SIN in September, I’ll
let contributors on my email list
know for certain next month.
SIN subscribers: don’t be
surprised if you don’t see one until October.

The community celebrated our nurse Deb Dillon’s fiftieth birthday with a
party at the RSA. She was presented with a quilt made of blocks created by
members of the community and sewed by Pat King and Margaret Rooney.
Various blocks from the quilt are pictured throughout this issue.

Window Repairs
Shelving & Mirrors
New Glazing
Double Glazing
Glass Doors

The Island wishes you all
a wonderful weekend on romantic Rakiura.
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This issue is rich with history and yarns. We
have the second instalment of our “new page
two”, check out Now and Then. On page 3
former resident Alistair Jensen has shared a
fascinating treasure with us: a glimpse into
Island life during WWII. And long before
Doug Beck came to Stewart Island and helped
launch our Singles Ball, he was a train man in
Central Otago—turn to page 7 for some really
great stories from the railways.

$2.50

Finally, we were saddened
to learn that our friend
Alun John Evans passed
away. He died aboard his
home the Secret while it
was anchored at Millar’s
Beach. Alun, originally
from Wales, was once a
merchant seaman. Before
he came down here he
lived on the West Coast
and in Riverton. Alun was
an affable, sometimes
philosophical man who
loved the sea and led a
mostly solitary life on
the Secret. He is
survived by two
sisters and a brother

in the UK. Many of us got to know Alun over
the years and he will be missed; we’ll think of
him whenever we see the Secret.
Dylan Thomas, the famous Welsh poet, wrote
And death shall have no dominion.
Dead men naked they shall be one
With the man in the wind and the west moon;
When their bones are picked clean and the
clean bones gone,
They shall have stars at elbow and foot;
Though they go mad they
Inside:
shall be sane,
DoC
4
Though they sink through
the sea they shall rise again Garden
16
Though lovers be lost love
Circle
shall not;
HMB Beat
5
And death shall have
no dominion.
Library
14
Rest in peace, Alun.

School
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And much more!!

Don’t be fooled by imitations
We offer genuine double glazing
Double glaze your existing aluminium windows
and enjoy the benefits with retro-fit

• Keeps warmth in and saves energy costs • Reduces condensation
• Cuts out noise
• Adds value to your home
• Replaces glass in the existing frames
• 10 YEAR WARRANTY & FREE QUOTES

Ph: (03) 214 0918 Fax: 214 0938
Toll Free 0800 862 414
258 Mersey Street
PO Box 7067, Invercargill
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Now and Then
by Margaret Hopkins

Bayview Guesthouse
Built around 1870 the large two-storied boarding house Bayview was one of the many enterprises established
by Robert Scollay who was one of the first to take up a section at the head of Halfmoon Bay where our township is today. Earlier Halfmoon Bay settlers lived out at Harrold and Leask Bay.
Born in Lerwick, Shetland Islands in 1833 Robert Scollay went to sea as a fourteen year old and came to New
Zealand in 1857 with his wife on the Queen of Perth. He was involved in bringing machinery for the first timber mill on Stewart Island in 1861 but didn’t move to settle in Halfmoon Bay until 1865. Scollay operated a
smithy and boat building enterprise on and in front of the site, which is now Stewart Island Flights Centre.
Like many of our large early wooden guest houses Bayview burnt down in 1911 or 1912. (E.Willa). The Scollays had a large family of 10 children and some of their descendants the Hansen and Squires families still live
on the Island today.
The 9 or so boats built
by Robert Scollay feature in the Stewart Island Boats book.
Scollay left his mark
on Stewart Island with
Scollay Rocks out in
front of the slipway in
Halfmoon Bay being
named for him as well
as Scollay Flat in the
Pegasus area of the Tin
Range.
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Some Memories of an Early
Childhood on Stewart Island
During World War II
by Alistair Jensen
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many boys who took some of
their wartime anger out on me.
Having German-Scandinavian
ancestry was no advantage at that
time.

We lived in a number of homes
during pre-school days but
among my fondest recollections
was the time spent at Moturau
Moana, where dad was caretaker
for some years. Archie Johnson
and Joe Carstensen were regular
workers at Moturau and our
families were quite close.

The envisaged Japanese invasion
fleet caused great consternation
and most families had “air raid
shelters” and hidden refuges
stocked up with supplies. Zigzag
trenches were dug behind the
school building and we had frequent school evacuation drills
whereby pupils exited the rooms
via windows at rear of building,
moved quickly down trenches,
thence to our “refuge” at Fern
Gully. All in all it was quite exciting and made a change from
lessons.

From here I started school in
1940 in the old building by the
road with Mae Bragg being responsible for my early security
getting to and from school. This
was quite interesting since her
older brother was one of the

We learned to swim with the
school at either Bathing Beach or
Thule Back Beach, and playtimes were mainly spent playing
“force back” in front of the
school with “hockey sticks” from
the bush, and balls from carved

Like many children of the 1930s
I was born in Invercargill to a
Stewart Island couple. My father
was a fisherman and part of an
old established island family.

Stewart Island Community Centre
Job Vacancy
We are looking for a Manager for the Stewart Island
Community Centre. The part-time position will start
on 1st December. Responsibilities include membership enquiries, bookings, accounts and general bookwork. Average 8 hours per week. If you are interested
please contact Hilli Maass-Barrett - ph2191040 or
Margaret Hopkins - ph 2191126.

SWINE FLU
Unless a doctor
takes a swab,
sends it to a lab
for analysis and makes an
official diagnosis, it’s not
clear who has “the swine” and
who has the “regular flu” as
the symptoms are much the
same and individuals react
differently to bugs. The actual
number of swine flu victims in

Southland (and this island) is
unknown as many doctors
aren’t doing specific tests for
H1N1 ...one Invercargill
doctor said he’s just treating
people for their flu symptoms
and assuming that half the
patients have the swine flu
virus, but he’s not bothering to
document the stats. Whether it
is swine flu or “regular flu”
they are both contagious and
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bull kelp. Only when the tide
was suitable of course.
There was no licensed hotel so
all social gatherings were in the
old hall with the engine thumping away to produce power.
Boat day was the big occasion
each week and most islanders
walked around to meet the ferry
— Tamatea, Orewa and Wairua
I being the ones during my time.
Speaking of which, time meant
little in our lives and weekdays
were referred to as “day before
boat day” or “day after!” Everyone knew what we intended.
Footwear was for very best,
church etc so it was mainly barefoot to school.
It was an idyllic start to life on an
island I will ever keep dear. We
made all our own fun and enjoyed life to the full.
—Alistair Jensen, Rangiora

Trustee Vacancies
We need 2 enthusiastic, community-minded people to
join our Trust to help administer the Stewart Island
Community Centre. We are very lucky to have such a
wonderful facility in a township of our size. If you
think you have some spare time, great ideas and enthusiasm for helping to shape the direction that our
Trust goes in with regard to the future of the Community Centre then contact Hilli or Margaret. Our facility is now valued at over $4m and thanks to the dedicated team we have had on our Trust we continue to
have a sound financial base with steady bookings as
well as regular local use.
—M. Hopkins
nasty bugs. If you have any flu
symptoms it is strongly advised to STAY HOME and
CALL the clinic at 098, and
the nurse will sort out an appointment with you. They do
not want you wandering into
the clinic waiting room coughing and sneezing on people
and things. If possible, please
refrain from wandering around
the post office, shop and other

public venues coughing and
sneezing on people. If you
have to go out and you’re sick
(or you’re healthy but have to
hang around someone who is
sick), the clinic has masks
available and it’s not silly to
wear one (think of it as a
tribute to the late Michael
Jackson). Washing your hands
frequently is a good idea. Call
the clinic with any questions.
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DOC Spot
by Sharon Pasco
Field Centre Supervisor / PM Community Relations
The past month has seen a number of new staff join
the team on Stewart Island, although technically
speaking not all are ‘new’ as one of our newbies includes Emma Hopkins, who has been working for us
here in a temporary capacity, on and off, for the past
three years, but we are very pleased to welcome
Emma onto the permanent staff in the community
relations team, working mainly in the visitor centre
and with visiting schools. ‘New’ faces to introduce to
the community include Daniel Cumming who has
taken over the role of Ranger - Animal Threats from
Letitia McRitchie (Letitia has stepped up to the Programme Manager Biodiversity position for the year
that Brent Beaven is on secondment as National
Hunting Advisor), Al Check who is leading the
weeds projects and Eigell Wahlberg who has been
appointed to a team leader role with the biodiversity
team. To help you get to know them a little better I
have asked each to write a brief profile to include in
this column
over the next
few issues. As
Al has moved
to the island
with his wife
Tania and three
small boys, it is
probably fitting
that his is the
first to be featured.
***
Introducing
the Check
Family - If you have seen three new boys around the
neighbourhood recently you’re not mistaken. Yes
that’s right 3 more boys, sorry no girls, to add to the
school and rug rats rolls. Al & Tanya Check and their
children; Billy (6), Jamie (4) and Jordan (2) arrived a
week ago. Al has taken up a contract position with
DOC looking after the Stewart Island weed programmes. And Tanya has a background in Apple
Mac computers, much to the delight of Kath at
school, and no doubt other Mac users on the island.
Previously from Leeston in Canterbury, the Check
family is very excited about the prospect of exploring
this unique and special place. “The community has
been so friendly and helpful since we arrived. People
have gone out of their way to make us feel welcome,
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we really appreciate that. We look forward to being
part of this community and getting to know people
here.” Al and Tan are keen on getting the boys out on
‘missions’. “The kids are just loving it here. They are
happy at school, and love the beach and bush missions. And with a taste of blue cod already they are
all lining up to get amongst the fishing.”
***
Update on the development of the new Conservation Management Strategy for Stewart Island /
Rakiura, and Rakiura National Park Management Plan - Seven out of the nine hearings have
been heard for the Rakiura planning process. The
remaining two are to be held in Invercargill and on
Stewart Island / Rakiura on the 17th and 24th of
August respectively. Hearings are progressing well
with a variety of views being discussed between the
hearing panel and submitters. Submissions and hearings are being considered and changes will be drafted
into the two planning documents over the next few
months. The two drafts will then be sent to the Southland Conservation Board for their consideration and
following this will be sent to the New Zealand
Conservation Authority for their consideration and
approval.
***
Photocopying/Laminating – As
staff have had a couple of unpleasant
encounters recently with members of
the public wanting to use the DOC
photocopier and/or laminator, I
thought it may help prevent any future misunderstanding if I made it
clear the department’s position on
such services. The department is
aware that on Stewart Island there is
no business that offers photocopying
or laminating and is therefore happy
to continue to provide this service to residents on a
cost recovery basis, provided it doesn’t interfere with
day-to-day work. The photocopier doubles as the
main printer for the office and is located, with the fax
machine and laminator, in an area of the office where
often highly confidential papers are waiting to be uplifted by staff. It is therefore not appropriate to allow
the general public into this area. Any requests for
photocopying/laminating for the public will only be
done at the staff’s convenience and residents are
asked to respect the fact that if they want to prevail of
this service they may be asked to leave the items to
be copied/laminated at the front counter and return to
collect them later in the day.
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Rat Deaths Reported
250 rats down! We have been madly trapping this last month as
many of you know. Big thanks to all the volunteers who contributed to the 250 rats caught. This was part of our rat
'contingency plan' to tackle extra high rat numbers as a result
of the rimu trees fruiting this year. We have now decided to
move onto Stage 3 of our rat 'contingency plan' as discussed at
our community meeting in June, in order to further attack rat
numbers before the birds start to breed in spring. In the next
month you will see the pre-feed bait stapled to trees in the Ackers Peninsula area, this will be followed by two rounds of cholecalciferol (Vitamin D) laced bait. If anyone is having problems
with rats – we can help! If you live in the area from Golden Bay
Road out to Ackers Peninsula we will provide traps and even
check them for you. Outside this area, we are happy to provide
traps at cost price or advise on bird friendly toxins. We hope
this extra effort will help the bird breeding season, and we are
looking forward to spring and seeing more birds around again.
Kaka are already back to tap on your windows. In the next couple of months we can expect little blue penguins and tītī to be
coming ashore to pick their burrows and do some snuggling...
For help with rats, contact Jessi: jessi@sircet.org.nz
or phone 219 1291
General enquiries and volunteering: info@sircet.org.nz
or phone Claire 418 or Jessi 291
—Claire Kilner

Island Beat
Concerning is the number of
Diesel and Fuel thefts occurring over the last
couple of months. These offences are eroding
the security and quality of life people have on
this island. This has caused Islanders to look
sideways at each other and unfortunately
think more about the security of their property. I believe we have the opportunity to defend our relatively crime free lifestyle on this
island. If you see something suspicious or
have any information about these thefts or
any other offending give me a call.

What’s this?
See page 15 .
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in Kamahi Road. A second 20 litre container
and petrol was also taken from the boat.
• On the 6th of August the South Seas Hotel
was broken into and a Duvet was stolen. A 17
year old Wyndham youth was arrested for the
Burglary and will be appearing in the Invercargill District Court on the 1st of September
In May a 1 ¼ inch red Crowbar valued at
$150.00 was reported as stolen from a section
in Miro Crescent. This has now been found at
the same location. It was uncovered by the
recent rains after being run over and pushed
into the Mud.

Crime

Traffic

• Between the 25 of June and the 6th of July
300 litres of Diesel has been stolen from a Peterson Hill address.
• Between the 16th of June and the 02nd of
July 100 litre of Diesel has been taken from a
Whipp place address.
• Between the 1st of June and the 10th of July
25 litres of petrol was drained from a container on a boat parked on the side of the road

Over the last two months there have been
three reported minor crashes on the island.
In two of these crashes alcohol was a contributing factor. It is obvious ‘the don’t drink and
drive message’ is being ignored by a few
people.
As a result I will be targeting drink drivers.
Dale Jenkins
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Statement regarding i-Site Closure
The extent of the Trust's financial difficulties were highlighted when work was
being undertaken recently to prepare its annual accounts.
I am a chartered accountant with the Southland District Council and was asked
by the Trust to have an initial review of the I-Site financial information. It
quickly became apparent that they were in serious financial difficulties. The
commission income received by the I-Site was insufficient to meet the costs of
running the I-site making the Trust effectively insolvent.
Tim Ward, a Chartered Accountant with BDO Spicers a prominent Invercargill
accounting firm, has now been appointed by the Trust as liquidator. He has a
list of all I-Site creditors and their details.

A good reason to fire your chicken-sitter.
Philippa and Ian arrived home from holiday to find
this in their fridge.

Tim will shortly contact all known creditors to establish claims against the remaining money the Trust has in the bank. Initial indications are that once liquidation costs, outstanding wages, pay etc are paid there will be little remaining
to meet creditor claims.
If you have any questions about the above please let me know.
Phil Culling
Group Manager, Customer and Financial Services, Southland District Council
Phone - 0800 732 732 | Fax - 0800 732 329 | DDI - 64 3 2112522
phil.culling@southlanddc.govt.nz

Letter to the Editor
Having visited your stunning island
in January this year I now subscribe
to your great little newsy newsletter
so that every month or so when I find
it in my letterbox the wonderful
memories I have of our stay can come
flooding back to me !
...I had been meaning to write to
thank you but I have been more motivated this time when I read about the
closure of your info centre! I felt
really sad about this. O my goodness
I just don't know what we would have
done without them! They were fantastic and did all our accom and ferry
bookings for us it was an absolutely
amazing service, we were so appreciative of their fabulous work! I really
think we would have floundered
without their help. We were able to
rent a house and I don't know how we
would have got on to that without
them. I remember I looked at the
computer site but found it a little disjointed and perhaps not as in-depth as
I would have like it to be. I think
what people are going to have to do
now is list themselves and everything
they offer on that site. I really knew

very little about Rakiura except I did
know about the tramping tracks and
how muddy they can be (the news of
Rakiura's infamous mud has travelled
far and wide!)

tourist dollars for everybody, and if
you don't think you are getting your
fair share then maybe you have to
evaluate what you might not be doing
right etc etc, that is the other side to
the coin. As a tourist I like to have all
the options made available to me, I
don't like to feel that I am being deprived of information, and obviously
this is what your I-site was there to do
and of course to do it impartially.

Anyway you lot are going to have to
work together on this one and be very
proactive to keep on marketing yourselves to the world so you can keep
that tourist dollar coming in. Because
of your small population I don't believe you need to worry about compe- ...Before I sign off I just must say
this. I know we live in one of the
tition from your 'neighbour' because
most beautiful and unspoilt countries
basically you all offer something difin the world, you just ask any immiferent and every visitor is going to
grant and they will tell you this, but
have different needs- eg we were a
sometimes like everyone else I get a
family and decided we would rent a
little complacent and start to lose site
house for a week, but if I was on my
of this fact, but when we went to
own I would have gone to a backRakiura this year, each and every day
packers, or if it was just my husband
and I maybe we would have stayed at we were there I was reminded that
paradise does truly exist and it was
the hotel for a bit of a change. What
right there on my doorstep and how
about the fishing trips— the prices
lucky I was to be able to experience it
may vary slightly but what is offered
when I know so many people will
is different and people will gravitate
never have that privilege.
to what suits them best, and maybe
next time they will try the other trip!
Louise Barnicoat
Same goes for the Kiwi
Something on your mind? Send letters to:
encounters (I think there
Stewart Island News, PO Box 156 or to
is more than one of these
editor@stewart-island-news.com
trips on offer) etc.
If it’s super rude or Bible-thumping it won’t get printed
There should be enough
but send anyway for my amusement.—Ed
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Did you know Oturehua is
one of the coldest places
in New Zealand? I remember in the winter time
by Doug Beck
going with Mum and Dad
up to the Ida burn Dam to
I was born in Ranfurly, in 1961,
watch Dad curling. I
raised in Oturehua where my faloved playing in the snow
ther worked on the railway. We
even though I got wet and
lived right beside the railway line
cold. Mum told me that it
and the Ida Burn Dam. I rememwas Dad who introduced
ber one day, jumping off the jigger. I slipped and my leg went un- Pheasants to that area. He
liked to hunt them at the
der it, crushing my leg when the
dam and sometimes Mum would
jigger ran over it. It must have
just go out the back door, grab a
been my lucky day because there
wasn’t a cut or even a scratch but I pheasant, ring its neck, pluck it
and then cook it. I remember it
was bruised. Apparently Mum
always tasted pretty good. Mum
heard about the accident on the
was known to take the jigger trolradio. Goodness knows what she
ley to the shop. She did this often.
heard because she came rushing
out, grabbing me and taking me to The local shop was owned by the
Gilchrists and is still in the
the hospital.
family to this day.
The doctors
—Dad got a bit drunk and
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Reminiscing About the
Central Otago Railway

Coming to the Alex Blossom Fest.

moved to Alexandra on the steam
train. As usual, I was up the front
of the train blowing the whistle
when the driver told me to. One
time when I was blowing the
whistle the driver told me to stop
but I couldn’t, because I was
hanging out the window! He had
to reach over and haul me back in
again. That was the last time I
hung out the window. In Alexanat the hosthought he would take the
dra we lived beside the
The old
pital were
jigger to the Pub—
railway yard and had
steam
amazed my
heaps of fun playing
trains were a
leg wasn’t crushed
around the station, the
wonder to behold
or worse, chopped off.
yard and climbing
back then and when
around the railway
I heard one coming
One day Dad got a bit drunk and
wagons and sheep
Rail car.
thought he would take the jigger to I would run outside
yards.
and wave to the
the pub. I remember it was about
1963-64. He drove the jigger up to driver as he blasted his whistle as
When they used to do the fruit run
he went past. I love the sound of
the road rail crossing, putting it
I loved watching the trucks roarthe steam train and whistle; and
onto the road where he dropped
ing around and the wagons
awesome piece of our histhe clutch, jumped on to the back
crashing
tory. Sometimes
and drifts it off to the pub. Meanabout. It
the train
—my mates and I would put coins on
while, Mum is out the front yellwas a
would stop
the railway track to let the train run
ing, ‘You mad bastard..’. He just
very
over and flatten them. One time we
laughed and waved as he went by! at our door,
busy
pick us kids
put .22 bullets under the wheels—
It still makes me laugh to think
place.
up and go
about it.
The train
cruising. We would
would blast its whistle
sometimes be picked up
as
it
went
into
the railway yard.
and taken to Dunedin for
By the time they shunted all the
the day to go shopping.
Sometimes we went on the wagons around and hooked up, the
length of the train would block the
steam train to the railway
town off. There would be three
picnics. They were aweengines and around 70 – 100 wagsome picnics. Who would
stand up front and blow the ons shunted backwards and forwards to let the traffic through.
whistle, me!

This photo was taken from our kitchen window. The Ida Burn
Dam is on the left.

In late 1965, when I was
about four and a half, we

As I grew up, my mates and I
would put coins on the railway
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track to let the train run over and
flatten them. One time we put .22
bullets under the wheels (stupid!)
we would go and hide under the
road rail bridge to watch it go over
the top. Sometimes we would take
the train out to the Manorburn
Dam to go ice skating. Life was
carefree and fun. I remember one
time a lady (I wont mention
names) didn’t hear the train coming. The train whistle was blowing
but she didn’t hear it. The driver
threw the brakes on but it takes a
while to stop a train… crunch! It
slid all the way up to our house. I
could just stand there. What a
mess. Mum raced to call the ambulance as soon as she heard the
crash. She knew instinctively what
had happened.
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paint tins like drums.
Going on the train through the tunnels was cool. Up through the
Poolburn Gorge, over the viaduct
and down the hill at a 100 miles an
hour. The parties, the singsongs
they would have were great with
music coming from guitars, ukuleles, a harmonica and the spoons.

When it was time to take the railcar off the tracks, Dad and I were
sitting on the porch watching it on
its last trip out of Alexandra. Dad
said, ‘Watch this’. He goes up to
the trolley shed, comes back out
and walks up to and around the
railcar. People start asking, ‘What
are you doing?’ and he replies,
‘Making sure you don’t have a
‘hot box’( wheel bearings). Unbeknown to everyone, he is actually
putting detonators under the
wheels of the railcar. He walks
back home with a smile on his
face. He told me what he had done
so we walked over to the fence.
The driver yells, ‘all aboard’, as he
gives us the thumbs up as he pulls
on the horn. The horn goes, toot ,
toot and about the same time
there’s also a boom, boom. All
that was visible was half the railcar. Dad was called into the office
the next day to explain himself.
He said, ‘Who cares, you wont see
this thing again’. He looked at the
boys, ‘Come on, we’ve work to
do’. On the way out they all patted
him on the back. Good on ya
George.

Ye Old Railcar used to run
through to Dunedin and back and
was fun to travel on. I remember
my sister and I were up front with
the driver one night heading back
to Alexandra. I was on the brakes
and she was on the horn and the
driver was on the gas. Over the
hill onto the Galloway straight he
gave it some
gas. Off we
went, flat
stick. What’s
Sometimes
that?, I say
coming back
He looks
from a trip to
and asks
Dunedin for
Sharon to hit
the day we
the horn
would be
again, again
coming
Cromwell Railway Yard. Left to right: Dad, Jack Foster, Mary
and again.
round a bend
Miker, Steve Philton Photo by Doug Beck
It’s a cattle
and find
beast, what do I do? Hit the
sheep on the track. The driver
would say, ‘Hit the whistle’ again, brakes. The driver says to hang on It was a sad day the day the steam
train ended its service, but it was
and he hits the gas again and now
then, ‘chops, anyone?’. My mate
out with the old and
and I would sometimes go to work we are flying. Sharon
in with
keeps hitting
with Dad. I would ask, ‘what are
—the cattle beast starts walking off
the diethe horn.
we doing today, Dad?’ He would
the tracks but not quickly enough—
sel
Dad is havsay,‘Grab a shovel, son’. I would
train. All that
ing a few drinks
ask, why and he would say, ‘We
power. It would make the ground
and he doesn’t know what’s haphave got to clean these sheep up.
vibrate and when it went past
pening. The cattle beast starts
What a mess’. They would stink
home, it felt like it would come
walking off the track but not
as they baked in the sun. We
through the front door. We wonquickly enough because we hit it
would go with him and the boys
dered what sort of fun we could
around its back end. The contact
on the jiggers if they were
have with these new trains.. We
shakes the railcar
‘packing the
and Dad spills his
tracks’, which
beer, he opens the
means, lifting
door and he asks
the tracks.
what the hell we are
Jimmy and I
up to. We told him
would sit on the
what had happened.
little flat deck
with the gravel,
Oh, OK. We are still
singing songs
on the tracks, so
and hitting old
that’s a good thing.
Building tracks and Goodshed Alexandra.
Alexander Railway Yard 1970s

Railway Yard 1970s, Photo by Doug Beck.
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went for rides in the guard’s van
to Ranfurly then would jump on
the returning train and head back
home, in the engine with the guard
and stopping at a few pubs on the
way. These things look easy to
drive, and they were.

STEWART ISLAND NEWS

Thinking back to those days, we
did some pretty stupid things. We
tell cars and trucks not to play
with trains. I guess all good things
come to an end. Some of the passenger trains that used to come
from Dunedin to Alexandra had
12, 15 and sometimes 20 wagons
full of people bringing them to the
Alexandra Blossom Festival. My
mates and I would have a few
drinks with some of them then it
was time to go. Some hung out of
the train and waved as it left.

I’m not sure when I started work
on the railway but I started in Invercargill, then transferred to Alexandra. I had heaps of fun booze
cruising in the guard’s van up to
Ranfurly then swap trains and get
in the engine with the driver and
his offsider, the guard, four or five
mates and myself. Someone would The last Blossom Festival train,
Dad and I thought, ‘Oh, bugger it’,
say, ‘Let’s do a pub crawl’. One
so off to the trolley shed we went
night we stopped in Omakau and
went off to the pub and had a few. and found a tin of detonators or
two. When we were
The driver was having a
asked
snooze in
—I treasure the memories of the train
what we
the chair
trips
through
the
Cromwell
Gorge—
were
when the
doing, we
door burst
told the driver the same old
open. ‘Who the hell is driving
story, checking the wheels to
this train?’, someone asked
make sure he didn’t have a hot
‘because you are blocking the
box. We shared the detonators,
bloody road’. We looked out the
twelve each and we calmly walked
door. Oops! We had parked the
down the track putting out the
train across the road and had just
detonators under the wheels, bewalked down the road to the pub.
fore giving the driver the old
Cars were backed up everywhere.
We couldn’t stop laughing! ‘OK, I thumbs up. We went back to leanwill shift it. Sorry, bud’ I backed it ing on the fence and Mum, who
was on the porch and watching us,
up to the right side of the road but
asked what we were up to. We
I still had to drive it to Alexandra
said ‘Nothing, Mum’. The guard
until the driver sobered up. We
gave the driver the OK and the
didn’t let him drink any more.
driver gave
the horn a
couple of
bursts and
nudged the
train forward. Everyone was yelling and waving, then…
boom, boom,
boom about
six times. It
took about
half an hour
to get everyCan’t remember them all but dad is second on right.
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one back
on the
train.
There
were another couple of
bursts on
the horn
then the
train
inched
Relaying truck for steam train
forward
from Dunedin, Paul Burn Gorge
before,
boom,
boom,
boom
again. We
had a tear
in our
eyes! It
did look good in all that smoke. I
can stand on that track today,
where it all happened and see it
plain as day. And yes, Monday
morning….’Hey you two. Get into
the office’. All we could do was
grin…. ‘What’s the problem
Boss?’ ‘You know what’…..
“OK, what’s the punishment?” He
just shakes his head and said,
“Good on yous… I had hoped you
would have done that. I wished I
was there to see it. Now get out of
here and do some work’.
I treasure the memories of the
train trips through the Cromwell
Gorge and the view down to the
old Clutha River, the road I used
to race on at night. You could see
cars coming and slow down. I was
on the last jigger with Dad and the
boys collecting mileage pegs. It
was a sad day. That part of the line
was closed so they had to do
something with Clyde. They
closed the old railway yard and
built a new one. I helped build it.
Later they closed it too then they
built the Clyde Dam. Now it is
part of the Central Otago Rail
trail. The spectacular views from
Alexandra right through to Dunedin include gorges, viaducts, riv-
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nickname: All c..k and no brains!

ers, tunnels and towns.
I wasn’t on the Railways
when they closed it from
Alexandra through to
Middlemarch, but I could
hear Dad and the other
men who worked on and
built this piece of history
turning in their graves. If
you go to Alexandra museum and ask to see information on the railways, you
will find photos of me and the family, working in the
yard and out on the tracks. I still have stuff to take up
to the museum to give them and to name the people
in the photographs.

Working on the Railways would be
one of the best jobs I’ve had, getting called out to derailments at all
hours of the night, tracks expanding
and twisting and floods. Dad would
be called to the Galloway Bridge
just below the Manorburn Dam,
watching the water lapping the
bridge, when he heard this almighty crash. He looks
up at this wall of water coming towards him. He just
bolted for the hill and watched as this wall of water
rushed past, ripping out 100 meters of track. When
the water went down, we couldn’t find much of the
track left.

I watched as my brother and Graham Hastie built the
When my mates and I walked to Poolburn Gorge
clock on the hill in Alexandra. Its possible to sit up at through the tunnels, if there was a train coming we
the clock in a tee shirt and it would be freezing down would lie flat on the ground next to the tracks, until it
below in Alexandra. The hore
passed over us. I’m sure the driver didn’t
frosts are extremely cold
see us because there would have
—this wall of water rushed past,
but also beautiful. We
been a lot of strife if he did.
ripping out 100 meters of track—
would go swimming mid
winter in the flooded ManuThese days with the rail track gone, it
herikia River. It was nuts, but we had a bonfire going has become the Cental Otago Rail Trail; a five day
to warm us
cycle tour over some of the most spectacular scenery
in the country. Anyone interested in further informaOne day in the middle of winter, we were working on tion can go to the Alexandra Museum and ask for the
the bridge just out of Lauder at the start of the
information on Cental Otago Railways that I have
Poolburn Gorge with ice and snow everywhere. The
donated to the museum.
boys were dropping tools off the bridge into the river.
The problem was we needed the tools to finish the
To contact me about my story I can be reached on;
job so the train could come through. Dad said, ‘OK.
03 2191127 or 027 4192135 or email at
Who’s going to go and get them?’ The boys weren’t stewartisland69@yahoo.co.nz or
keen. The water was freezing but I said I would go
www.singlesball.co.nz
get them. The boys told me I was nuts.
—Doug Beck
I tied a rope to a fish plate and
dropped it in front of the tools so I
could find them. So I stripped off to
my undies and stepped backwards
off the bridge. It would have been
thirty to forty foot drop the river, and
the water was bloody freezing. I
dropped the tools and headed straight
to the fire where Harry had a blanket
and a hot cuppa ready for me. Dad
walked up with my clothes and told
Harry to get me to the pub quick. I
was just about a popsicle… Tell
Fritz to fill him full of rum. It definitely warmed me up and I don’t remember getting back on the bus and
heading home. The boys gave me a

My Dad, Douglas George Beck.
Very sad—this is the last trip on the Cromwell Gorge picking up mileage pegs.
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Stewart Island Senior Citizens
by Jenny Gell
The Senior Citizens enjoyed a mid winter
luncheon at the hotel on 15th July.
After drinks and a catch up, everyone was
entertained by the singing of Veda and
John Kellock along with April Fisher and
Glenda Whyte, kindly organised by Hazel
Cowley who is President of Southland
Women’s
Club.
Ewan
thanked
our guest
singers for
coming, the
staff of the
South Seas
Hotel, Vicki for generously allocating
money from the Sunday Quiz night and for
our members turning up. Ronny Waddell
who sadly passed away on 17th June was
remembered.
As usual the food was great and the company exceptional. Lil Skipper was asked to
draw the winning tickets which resulted in
1st Prize of $100.00 Ship to Shore voucher
to Jenny and Ewan
2nd prize of $50 Ship to Shore voucher to
Steph Clarke
3rd prize of $25 Ship to Shore voucher to
Wayne Bowman.
Thanks to everybody involved in organising
the event and roll on December for the
Christmas edition.

TV One’s new Monday night
series South stars Bluffy
Marcus Lush and
follows him on various
adventures around Southland.
The program kicked off with
Stewart Island and featured
Robyn Jones and his tipis, and
Tim Te Aika at Mason Bay.

Watch out for the Maritime Crew of
Auckland, coming to
Stewart Island on November 18th for
their first Southern tour! This is New
Zealand's only group specialising in
Sea Shanties and Seafaring Songs.
They will be promoting their New CD
"Catlins Bound" a collection of songs
about the ships built on Stewart Island
and in the Catlins by William
McPhee. More details in October
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Winter, A Time to Read – Your in order to fill up the empty hours
(well, my memory paints it that
Old Books!
way).
by Sue Ford
I moved on to the crime fiction
Sorry Jess, I’ve been spring clean- shelf and had an Agatha Christieing so haven’t had time to get to
fest, followed by a selection of
the Library recently. Early for
Ngaio Marsh, then read myself
spring cleaning you think? No,
through the decades to P.D.
because the first place I start on is James. There followed the more
my not-nearly-big-enough bookclassical shelves, and I read Mrs.
case with its double rows and
Gaskell’s “Cranford”, the Brontes,
stacks of books. Each year, I start Henry James, Jeffrey Farnol,
to clean by taking out a double
Stendahl, Victor Hugo, Thackeray,
row of books, dust the wall behind, Dickens, Eliot, Wells, and finished
polish the shelf, dust the first
with “Three Men in a Boat” by
book, and then – well, I read the
Jerome K. Jerome – what you
book. Cleaning this way takes
might call somewhat eclectic.
most of the year, and I finish off
the bookshelf in time to devote
I’m now getting dangerously close
three or four days to spring clean- to “Modern Welding Techniques”,
ing the rest of the house. For those “Hydroponic Tomato Growing” and
“Modern Refrigeration”. Cleaning
of you with bookshelves full of
moves on very quickly when I
books you may have forgotten
reach those shelves, so I should be
about, I can heartily recommend
ready to spring clean the rest of
that you have another look –
the house – by spring. When else?
there’s no telling what treasures
you may find.
The pick of the bunch then, faSince I began spring cleaning –
vourite reads so far? Maybe Sam
about October 2008 – I’ve read
Bourne’s “The Last Testament” for
“What Katy Did” and “What Katy a thriller involving contemporary
Did Next” by Susan Coolidge, the Middle-Eastern politics and an
Louisa May Alcott’s, plus “Anne of ancient letter, written in stone. I
Green Gables” and a raft of Victo- think I might prefer Sam Bourne
rian children’s books, all taking
to Dan Brown (but I haven’t got to
me back to a time when school
the shelf with the Dan Brown on it
holidays were so long and hot that yet). Or Le Carre’s “The Little
I read all I could get my hands on Drummer Girl”, also a gripping

Search & Rescue
Block Training 18 - 21 September 09
We are looking at having two Trainers from SARINZ
come to the Island to run 2x two day courses. The
first, running 18th & 19th September, will be Track
and Clue Awareness. The second, running 20th &
21st September, will be Search Methods.
Although we have had reasonable numbers attending
our monthly training courses, anyone who has
watched an episode of "Missing" on tv realises that
there are some quite specialised skills which could
well mean the difference between life and death in
some situations. Although we appreciate offers of " if
you really need someone call on me" we really need
to be able to field people with the best possible skills.
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thriller about the Middle East, but
set some years before the Bourne
book. For a change of pace, what
about “The Circle & The Cross” by
Caiseal Mor? Set in fifth-century
Ireland, it is a mixture of history
and myth, fact and fiction, supernatural assistance and bloody conquest. It follows the early years of
the arrival of Christianity in Ireland, and the Druidic response to
this new and brutal religion as
practised by some of the early
“brothers”.
Or Jeffrey Archer’s “First Among
Equals”. I don’t think this is his
best book but is still an excellent
read. I had to keep reminding myself that it was fiction, it is so
carefully blended in with fact.
Dealing with the rise, the fall and
the rise again, of four young men
of the 1960’s in the world of British politics, and ending in 1991 - a
good seven years after the book
was published! Because Archer
was wildly out in his guess of what
would happen between 1984 and
1991, the ending is somewhat surreal, but it could so nearly have
worked out this way …
Now, which shelf needs dusting
this week? The one devoted to poetry and Shakespeare? Or is it
time to tackle the shelf of Catherine Gaskin?

These courses will take some committment - four
days training is a reasonably big ask. However, we
need to have eighteen people willing and able so this
proposed training can go ahead. Both courses count
towards a Certificate in Search & Rescue, and have
attached NZQA unit standards if you wish to increase
your qualifications.
At this stage we are asking for expressions of interest
so we can commit to the planning that this training
will need.
Please e-mail/phone Kirsten (309) to register, or
speak to Andrew King or Dale Jenkins if you have
any questions.
Please help make this training successful
—Kirsten Hicks
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Halfmoon Bay
School Trip to
Invercargill
by Ann Pullen
I was lucky enough to
be the Parent
(Grandparent) help
on a recent trip with
the senior school children when they went
to Invercargill.
It started (for me)
what seemed like in
the middle of the
night, (the bonus of
being retired is I
don’t have to get up in the morning until it is light!!!) and away
we went on the ferry, we were so
lucky it was a calm crossing. Ms
Johnson, 7 pupils and myself
were off on an action packed
day.
First stop was at Stadium
Southland, where there was an
hour’s tuition on ball handling
skills for Basketball. I must say
I was very impressed with how
well the children did, and what a
great facility Stadium Southland
is, there was a few firsts for me
with this trip, and going to the
stadium was one of them.
Next it was to the Civic Theatre
to the “Capital E” Show, which
had 4 very talented young actors entertaining for an hour,
the name of the show was
“stealing games” with the actors

changing rolls from being a child
one minute, to business manager, to news reader, plus a few
others.
Not only were we the first school
to be lead into the theatre, and
so had front row seats, after the
show Halfmoon Bay pupils were
the only pupils to stay and talk
to the actors, it was a real privilege for the children to feel so
special, talking to, and having
photos taken with the actors,
director, and stage manager.
Had we of had more time there
could have been a behind the
scene tour of the theatre as well,
next time perhaps. “Capital E” is
partly financed from Te Papa,
and Wellington City Council,
and they travel round the country entertaining children.
Next stop was the Museum, a
Boat stuff
Left:
Colin tells
Clint what
he thinks of
DoC’s
new boat
Hananui.
Right:
McLachlan
tows a
sinking
Pounawea
toward
Horseshoe
Beach.

quick lunch before a guided tour
of the museum and of course to
check up on the Tuataras, Henry
plus his babies, were very cooperative and much enjoyed by
us all.
Last stop we went to the pool for
an hour’s swimming, once again
the children had a special treat
as staff put the hydro slide on
for half an hour, just for Halfmoon Bay pupils.
By this time there were some
very tired children travelling
back to Bluff and another calm
crossing. I am quite sure all the
Children had a great day, and I
sure know that I did, I felt very
privileged to have been asked to
accompany the children, and all
parents should be proud of their
offspring in the way they behaved.
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Library
News

First order of business:
PARTY TIME!!! We
are having a “do” to
celebrate the addition of
over 50 new books to
our collection.

Please come by the Library
between 11am and 1pm on
Saturday August 29th.
Here’s a taste of what you will soon
find on our shelves:
New Zealand history
Diggers Hatters & Whores: the New
Zealand Gold Rushes by Stevan Eldred-Grigg;
Always the Sound of the Sea—the
Daily Lives of New Zealand Lighthouse Keepers by Helen Beaglehole;
Hell or High Water: New Zealand
Merchant Seafarers Remember the
War by Neil Atkinson
Popular Fiction
The latest novels by James Patterson,
Nora Roberts, Tess Gerritsen, Judith
Lennox, and John Connelly and for all
you Captain Kydd fans we have the
two latest by Julian Stockwin. We also
have the very popular Eat Pray Love
by Elizabeth Gilbert who also wrote
Stern Men, a romantic comedy set on
a lobster boat.

Protecting what is pristine
Stewart Island’s physical separation
from mainland New Zealand gives us a
great opportunity to keep out some of
the unwanted pests that have irrevocably damaged the natural environment
in other parts of Southland.
“Stewart Island is relatively free of
pest animal species and we’d like to
keep it that way,” says Biosecurity
Manager Richard Bowman. “We need
the community’s help in containing
species already here and in excluding
harmful species that haven’t made it to
the island yet.”
Some harmful animal species, such as
rabbits, have not yet arrived on Stewart
Island. If stoats were introduced their
effects on native birds could be catastrophic. Many pest plants that are already on the island can still be brought
under control, contained or eradicated,
with the support of residents and visitors.
“It’s important for the environment,
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Other fascinating books include
Bodies from the Ash—photographs of
the plaster casts of the victims of
Mount Vesuvius which erupted in
August 79AD destroying the city of
Pompeii. Crossing the Ditch tells the
tale of the two Ozzies who were the
first to successfully cross the Tasman
by kayak. And we have a beautiful
edition of Dante’s Divine Comedy
illustrated by Gustave Dore.
Our latest DVD doco Man on Wire
tells the story of Philippe Petit, a
Frenchman who committed “the artistic crime of the century” by dancing
on a wire rigged between New York
City’s Twin Towers in 1974.

My partner Matt Atkins and I are
regular visitors to the island (Matt
grew up there, his grandmother Hettie
had the backpackers there, and we
worked a winter with Kari and
SIRCET a few years ago), and we are
We welcome back newly engaged
planning on moving to the island in
Megan, our “evening librarian.” And
congratulations to our volunteer Mary September. We wanted to formally
introduce ourselves to those who don't
who has a new baby boy. You will
also see a new face behind the desk:
know us, and let you all know how
I’m happy to report that Claire Kilner excited we are to be making the island
has joined Team Library and will help a more permanent home! We'll be
out when she’s not killing rats.
operating our new boat charter
business called Rakiura Charters and
To those who stopped by to use the
Internet when it was down: sorry, and our B&B at Te Tahi on Kaka Ridge
I’ve fixed it now (I turned the power
Road, and we are looking forward to
on at the wall). Thanks to all the gen- immersing ourselves in the Stewart
erous donors of books.
Island outdoors!
See you all soon, Alina Thiebes
See you at the Library, Jess

visitors perception and the economy of
the island that pest plants such as gunnera and Darwin’s barberry and animals such as mice are not allowed to
spread and thrive,” Richard says.
Why should I help?
We need to maintain the
pristine natural condition of
the island.
Once pest plants and animals
become established it is very
expensive to eradicate them.
How can I help?
You can help by cooperating with Environment
Southland and Department
of Conservation staff as they
locate and remove priority
pest plants on private property and public land.
You can replace pest plants on
your property with friendly alternatives.
If you’re coming to the island,
check and clean your packs, bags and
boots before you leave. This helps to
make sure that you don’t accidentally

bring unwanted animals and plants
with you.
You can neuter and microchip
your cat and other pets.
Encourage the rest of the community to support the programme and help
preserve Stewart Island’s biodiversity.
Brochures detailing more examples of pest plants and animals
are being circulated to homes
and ratepayers on Stewart Island
shortly as part of the community
awareness and education programme.
For more information on replacing pest plants in your garden or
for any other information on
pest plants and animals please
contact Environment Southland’s Biosecurity staff on 0800 76 88 45 or
check out the website www.es.govt.nz.
For more information, contact
Adrienne Henderson, Assistant
Communications Coordinator,
ph 0800 76 88 45 or 03 211 5115

AUGUST—SEPTEMBER 2009

Rakiura Shipping would like to thank
everyone who helped when the freighter
broke it's mooring and ended up inside
the wharf on July 3rd. A special thanks
to those who helped with the salvage:
Zane, Colin, Wayne, Steve, Alan, the fire
brigade and the others who just arrived
to help out. A big mention to Russell
Hughes and his staff for helping to get
the boat onto dry land and for the big
effort they are putting in to get the us
back in service as quick as possible.
Thankyou you also to Sanfords crew and
the ferry guys for the extra work they are
doing to keep the freight and the fuel
coming to the island. Lastly thanks to
everyone for your support and patience
and we should be back in business
soon. Rakiura Shipping
Websites-of-the-month
from Vicki:
www.homehints.com.au
Notebook Magazine’s home of hints
and how-tos: full of recipes,
household hints, fashion etc
etc. My favourite is how to
make play dough, pretty cool!
Knead, pound, flatten, roll and
squeeze the day away – working
with playdough is lots of fun and
helps little ones develop fine motor
skills. When you throw a rolling
pin, some plastic cookie cutters and
a few child-friendly kitchen utensils
into the mix, you’re set for hours of
entertainment. This homemade
playdough is free of preservatives,
so it won’t last as long as bought
preparations. It’s also very high in
salt, so it should not be eaten.
Playdough
2 cups (300g) plain flour
1/2 cup salt
2 tsp cream of tartar
1 cup (250ml) water
2 tsp vegetable oil
Liquid food colouring

1.

Place the flour, salt and
cream of tartar in a large
bowl, and stir until combined. Make a well in the
centre, add the water and
oil, then stir until a dough
forms.

2.

Turn the dough on to a
non-stick surface and
knead for 2-3 minutes or
until smooth.

3.

Add the food colouring, a
few drops at a time, and
knead through the dough
until you have the desired
shade. If the dough becomes too sticky, add a
little more flour.
Note: This play dough will keep
for one week. Cover with plastic wrap and store in an airtight container.
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Need to warm up over winter?

Stewart Island Yoga

TAE BO classes

Stewart Island Yoga has
been going for coming up
seven years now.

at the community centre
kicking and punching
to music—lots of fun
$2 per person
Monday 5.30pm
Thursday 7pm
Friday 9.30am
Sunday 9.30am
Ph diddle 2191166

Stewart Island
Early Childhood
Education
Centre
To all those interested we
invite you to attend a
Strategic Planning Meeting
Wednesday 9 September at
7.30pm at the Centre
Do we want to continue
running Rakiura Rugrats the
way we are or change the
service we are offering?
Come along and
have your say.
For information contact:
Belinda Ph 2191 050 or
Nicolette 2191 511

Beverley Osborn created
these puzzles.
The completed puzzles
will contain the same
word on Row One and
Column One; Row 2
Column 2 etc.
For the top puzzle the
clues for the words are
given.
The bottom puzzle is
more difficult, as you get
just a few letters head
start, and you must fill
in words that fit (the
same for Row 1/Column
1, Row2/Column 2 etc).
If that’s too hard the
easier version of the
bottom puzzle is on p 5.

We aren’t all that good — the
‘teacher’ isn’t, we dress
badly, and for some us our
toes are still a long way away.
But we have a great time.
We get together most
Wednesdays 5pm
(during Winter) at the RSA.
All welcome!
Any queries — call Chris 494.

STROLL
WORTH
BROOM
FABRIC
GAS
T
V
V

T

T
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STEWART ISLAND GARDEN CIRCLE
Proud parents

Mary and Dale
and happy big brothers Zac and Travis

Welcome Shay Cole!

FOUND: Hen
Has anyone lost a very friendly elderly honey
coloured hen? Raylene Waddell found her in
her garden, she is very welcome to spend the
rest of her time in our chook run with our bantams, safe from the wekas, but if she is your
pet please get in touch. Jenny & Ewan 219
If you’re a tourism operator
who’d like to offer discounts to
visitors during

Kakapo Encounter 2009
contact Ann at

kakapoencounter@xtra.co.nz
and we will list you
on our site

kakapoencounter.org
And… If you’d like to make a
booking for Kakapo Encounter
go see Megan at the Fernery
(opening 1st September).

This month’s

Chocolate
Award
goes to

Petra Davis
who donated six
muttonbird
“freshies” to a
raffle which she
ran to raise money
for the Yellow-eyed
Penguin Trust.
Thanks Petra!

The Annual General Meeting of
the Stewart Island Garden Circle
will take place at the home of
Raylene Waddell at 2 pm on Thursday 10th September.
There will be no competition
just a good old
get-together.

Celebrate
NEW BOOKS
Party!
11am to 1pm
Saturday, August 29th
at the Library.
If anyone is interested in helping me with
SPCA Cupcake Day on Monday 31st August
can they email or ring me!
stewartisland@xtra.co.nz or 498! Vicki

Thursday
27th August

NETBALL
7.30pm Thursdays
at the community centre
$2 per person
We have lots of fun and
Come along and have a go
phone diddle 2191166

All interested parties welcome

They dined on mince, and slices of
quince,
Which they ate with a runcible
spoon;
And hand in hand, on the edge of
the sand,
They danced by the light of the
moon.

www.stewart-island-news.com

—The Owl and the Pussycat by Edward Lear

Stewart Island

PROMOTIONS
General Meeting

Stewart Island News is published on a monthly basis as material permits.
Please send articles and enquiries to Jess Kany at Box 156,
or to editor@stewart-island-news.com
The next deadline to be announced.
If you wish to have Stewart Island News posted to you or a friend, please fill out
this form and forward it with a cheque made payable to “Stewart Island News” to
P.O. Box 156, Stewart Island. The cost is as follows:
12 issues to an Oban address or Internet address $24
12 issues to other New Zealand address $30
12 issues to international address $54
Name of Recipient:__________________________________________________________
Address____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________

The FERNERY
re-opens on
1st September.

