STEWART ISLAND NEWS

Celebrating rakiura

March fi April 2012 $2.00
Our prayers and thoughts are|with the whFnau and
friends affected by the tragic sinking of Easy Rider

The Island has been besieged by The SSANZ sailors stayed a - | F
boats this month. Glancing out  week, hosted by various Island- -

the window | thought we were ers. They busied themselves fix-
under attack, then | realized the ing gear, mending sails, partying,
armada was just a dozen keen  and seeing the Island. They were
oyster chasers celebrating the  awed by the hospitality extended peg=s
first of March. The following to them: Stewart Island did itself
week, the SSANZ yachts racing proud. In turn the sailors made a
around the country began to ar- generous donation to the school.
rive. First in wasSurreal,greeted  The racers resumed their journe
by a HMB School haka at the on 14th March from Halfmoon !
wharf. The Navy came creeping Bay. Good hosts to the last, doz- |-
around and boarded a boat full of ens of locals on a flotilla of boats

R

oystercatchers for a loedee. escorted our gu = e e e

Then theWorld came to thg I1S- dooro. T r ac k th The SSANZ yachts pass the start line in Halfmoon Bay. Page 14.

landd the enormous floating WWWw.Ssanz.co.nz via their yel-

home for the super wealthy. lowbricks. Or contact the Sailing Search & Rescue needs you (p2). As this issue goes to print, boats
Anyway turns out they were a fun Secretary Extraordinaire Sue (This article was submitted prior and helicopters have be¢n
group of folks who brought their  Ford and she will send you to the recent tragedy.) searching the waters around
fifhouse bando toupddtes. Pub for a Saddle Point for the people Igst

great night of music and canood- The St t Island P i Congratulations to Julius from Easy Riderwhich wen
ling. (www.aboardtheworld.com) Bl eff Oevvtarr FS atri]v | ;muonlonj Herzhoff who kicked épée at the down 12am 15th March. Nine
R PL utt Dyster mestival Stall Needs 5 hior commonwealth Games. people were reported on board.

volunteers, both here preparing
food and on the other side. Pleas
let Vicki know if you can help.

(Find out what an épée is on p12) One body and one survivor have
€ since been recovered. The mut-

A special thanks to Sandy King tonbirding expedition, skippered
Solar storms treated our skies to w_ho has continued to amaze us by Rewai Karetai, was heac_ied to
an aurora: Nicky observed it from with her reports from Macquarie Rugged Islands when it was
Butterfield and was amazed by Island. _strucl_< by a rogue wave and c3ap-
the show which lasted almost 20 i _ sized just north of_ Stewart Island.
minutes. The sun is particularly D ondét miss a pa gleae_ veséel_ whashnot seported miss-
feisty thése days and more solar issue, we have YEPs, YHA, a ing until 2pm. The search has
fascinating article from Ben Hop- been round the clock: thurora,
storms and auroras are expected. kins, and much more. Foveaux Expresand a Navy
The Library has acquired another vessel spent all night 15th March
pile of books. Friends of the Finally, HAPPY BIRTHDAY looking; there has been a massjve
Library is seeking members. p6. RAKIURA NATIONAL PARK. response from the community gnd
o . ) Our Park turns ten years old this many local boats joined the
Two words: Oyster season. Vickiis taking Quiz on the road  parch. (p6) 8 Jess search the morning of the 16th.
Two more words: broken hauler. (P13).
Photo from Helen Cave
The Shark Research Team is back! C'ARGILL
The research will be conducted from the DO . iiiEr

vessel Hananui from 1628 March around E i
the Titi Islands located off Stewart Island's GlAss & MIRROR s
northeast coast and Ruapuke Island in Fo-
veaux Strait as weather permits.

Retrofit Double Glazing into Existing Homes

Divers and kayakers are advised to avoid
the areas where the research is being
conductedwhile the boat is on station and f
at least 24 hours afterward as the team wil| b
using berley (a mixture of minced fish and
fish oil) to attract sharks. More on page 13 O 3 2 14 O 9 1 8
And... Clinton Duffy will be giving a
shark talk at 7.30pm Wednesday
21st March at the Communty Centre. Cnr Bill Richardson Drive and Fox Stre

Gold coin donation please.

[=]

Professional tradesmen, friendly service
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Search and Rescue needs YOU!

Although most of us choose to dismiss niggling thoughts of
plane crashes, boat sinkings and other such tragic events,
the harsh reality is that when you live on an island these
and equally appalling events could and have happened at
some point in time and often it is the response time that de-
termines whether or not lives can be saved.

Thoughts such as these are probably what has motivated
most members who have joined the Rakiura / Stewart Island
Search and Rescue Group, but how good this group operates
comes down to how well prepared each individual within the
group is for the particular emergency situation they are

about to face. Although there was a good turn out at the
March helicopter familiarisation training, some months the
turn out for Search and Rescue training is quite low.

We know that there are a lot of people in our community
with vast experience of the bush and sea and we really
would like to encourage more of these people to attend our
monthly trainings. By coming along and sharing your knowl-
edge and experience, not only would training opportunities
be enhanced, but also in the event of an emergency more
people would have a shared understanding of the roles they
may be asked to perform.

Monthly trainings are generally held at the Oban Volunteer
Fire Station on the first Tuesday of the month, commencing
at 7pm. Over the coming year we will be covering things
such as: ropes, knots & stretcher bearing; search methods;
Incident Management Team (IMT) support, team leader re-
quirements; mapping & GPS skills; tracking and radios, as
well as updating our pre -plans (basic plans that form the
basis for different search scenarios 8 lost toddler, missing
hunter, overdue boat, etc). Please think about attending
SAR trainings - you never know, one day it may be your
child - or brother - or father - or even you - who needs the
assistance of the SAR group!

Rakiura / Stewwart Island Search and Rescue Group is also
very grateful to Vicky and all the quiz goers for the generous
donation of $780 towards a laptop computer and data projec-
tor package. These are a great asset for trainings and vital
equipment for the Incident Management Team (IMT) when

a search is underway. We are aware that a data projector
(and speakers) is often required by other community groups
and organisations when they wish to give a presentation and
therefore would like to make this equipment available to
others in return for a donation to Search and Rescue. Any-
one wishing to book the projector should contact either Dale
Jenkins (2190020), Dale Chittenden (2190012wk or 2191233
hm) or Sharon Pasco (2190004wk or 2191009hm).

Note: this article was submitted prior to the Easy Rider tragedy. i Ed

Stewart Island Community Centre News
from Margaret Hopkins

Hall Improvements

The Community Centre is now over 12 years old
and our maintenance and renewal schedule
needs to be updated and revised. The floor of the
walk -in chiller has recently been coated in an
easy clean surface which is a big improvement.
Blinds have been made and installed on the

high windows in the social room to cut out light
when necessary. Look out for other improve-
ments in the near future.

Working Bee
A big thankyou to the 20 people who turned up

on Saturday for our working bee to give the
Community Centre a spruce up. Gardens at the
front and side of the building have been tidied,
trees trimmed, rubbish removed, deck water
blasted, windows cleaned, kitchen and bar ti-
died and scrubbed. A huge improvement all
round so thankyou for your support. There are
still a few other jobs that need doing so we will
make a list and hope that those who wanted to
help but coul dndt atten
spare hour to do some tasks.

Thanks

Over the years since the community centre was
built we have purchased thousands of dollars
worth of cooking equipment and utensils for the
kitchen as well as crockery and glasses but un-
fortunately a lot of it just disappears over time.

I f you have inadvertent
the Community Centre kitchen then we are very
happy for you to return it at anytime.

A big thankyou to Vicki and the Pub Quiz

Teams for recently purchasing some new

kitchen equipment, as well as a new fridge/
freezer and microphone stands. Also thanks to
Megan and Graham Cowley who sold excess cut-
lery and glasses from their wedding to the Com-
munity Centre at a heavily discounted price. All
very much appreciated.

COMMUNITY CENTRE NEWS

The Community centre has plates bowls etc
left from gatherings at the hall. If you would
like to collect them the hall will be open for
the next week then the items will be sent to
the recycle centre.

Another clothes swap and any leftovers go to
the Salvation Army at the Community Centre
for the week April 16th through to 22nd.
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THANK YOU
from Anita and Ken
Running away to sea is usually the prove-
nance of wayward youths, or those escaping
the long arm of the law. However, as with
most rules, there are always exceptions. Fif-
teen years ago Ken traded chalk and black-
board for a life on the briny (or to be precise
Paterson Inlet and the coastal waters of Raki-
ura) as owner/ operator of Seaview Water
Taxi. For a former Naval Reserve Recruit this
was, indeed, a dream come true. He has fre-
quently been heard to remark that a bad day
at sea is still far better than a day in the
classroom

Our water taxi operator years have provided
us with experiences, and challenges, we could
have never anticipated & and do not regret -
however it is now time to alter our direction in
a more landlubberly way. As from April 1,
2012 we are transferring ownership of our wa-

us so welcome and have continued to support

. usaverdhe geSr& AVI EW

In particular we would like to acknowledge
the ongoing support we have received from
the staff of Stewart Island Flights. Our part-
nership has grown into a friendship which we
will always value.

We also deeply appreciate the extra considera-
tion, and assistance, we have received from
our fellow charter boat operators, and the

staff of the Department of Conservation, over
the last two months

Whil e the decision to
have been easy we are happy to be passing
Seaview into such capable hands & we wish
Matt and Alina well as they take up the chal-
lenge of extending their charter boat business.

When asked, recently, if we would be moving

ter taxi business,
Seaview Water Taxi, to
Matt Atkins and Alina
Thiebes of Rakiura
Charters.

We would like to thank,
most sincerely, the many
members of this commu-
nity who, initially, made

to the mainland now we were rather sur-

. prised. Our reply was
OMoving? Why
do that? We
Relocating over the ditch
is not part of the plan &
we look forward to
: continuing our participa-
| tion in community life
~| albeit in a more relaxed
manner.

A Local
Coming Soon

We are creating a short entertaining
film for the tourists titled "A Lo-
cal's Tail".

To assist with production costs
are also looking for sponsorship

The film provides tourists withn  well as selling advertising time.
increased understanding of what For further information please call.

_ _ there is to do on the island and an-
Check out our promotional clip ong\yer their questions about the Is- The short film will commence in

YouTube i f
done so. The link is
http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=SECofUwfK2w
orsearchfoA Local

you

0s

A Local 6s Tai l
accessible journey through the
community's story. The film fea-
tures information about Stewart

Pt arfil the geope.! 7 € a d

Y October 2012 and will be shown
the Stewart Island theatre.

If you want to assist and have your

name up on the Big Screen you stilussie Pete and Penny
chift 4s we dfe sBIRA ®he process of

collecting footage for the short
filrf. S8 if'yolthBv@ 8ng hhBtds oBuRKkAouseproductions@gmail.c
film that has been gathering dust in
the back of your cupboards which
shows the history of the Island, the

Ph 03 219 1113

W 0
Y,

O s Islafdgogal$ past and present, hdifestyle, or is just a bit quirky, then
they live love and laugh; glimpsesplease contact us.
of the island's spectacular natural
beauty and rugged way of life.

n
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@7 ban lobetrotter off -Island Adventures
Following is S5

another instal ment
Macquarie Island experience.

Greetings once more from Mac-
quarie Island, where the rapidly
diminishing hours of daylight
indicate that summer is coming
to an end. It
that long ago that it never got
completely dark at night and the
sun was up at 3.30am, whereas
now it is dark by 7.30pm and
just getting light at 5am. The
weather continues to be slightly
warmer and drier than normal;
the temperatures in February
ranged from 2.9 ¢ 10.9 °C, and
rainfall for the month was a
mere 55.4mm compared to the
long term February mean of
85mm.

The wildlife is winding up its
summer breeding season. Pen-
guin chicks have almost all
fledged and adults are moulting;
male elephant seals have re-
turned from their post -breeding
recuperation at sea and are lying
around moulting in big smelly
burping heaps, and annual sum-
mer herbs are beginning to
brown off and die down. Grass
seeds and bidibids, or buzzies as
they are known here, are ripen-
ing and are causing problems for
the rabbit hunting dogs. It is

now almost 10 months since the
aerial baiting phase of the rab-

e

Moulting gentoo penguins

required to achieve every-
thing. Much of the resupply
is carried out using helicop-
ters to ferry items from ship
to shore, and backload a

year 6s s t-bumableo

rubbish (anything burnable is
disposed of in an industrial
incinerator on the island) and
recycling, plus personal be-
longings of staff coming and
going. The ship will be bring-

bit, rat and mouse eradication
took place and the past summer
has seen an obvious flush of
growth. While this is a very posi-
tive sign it also means there is a
lot more seed around with noth-
ing much to eat it. The follow -up
rabbit hunting team has com-
pleted the third consecutive
month with no fresh rabbit sign,
and the number of rabbits

caught since the aerial eradica-
tion still stands at 13. There has
been no sign of rats or mice ei-
ther so things are looking good
for the eradication being success-

ful, although th
firmed for some time yet.
The islandds hum

preparing for an event which
marks the beginning of the win-
ter season @ the annual resup-
ply. This is when staff are
changed over and the station is
resupplied with food, fuel, gas,
spare parts and equipment. Field
huts will also be restocked with
food, fuel and

gas, and rub-
bish will be
.| removed. The
2 | Australian
m Antarctic Divi-
] sion ship
Aurora Aus-
tralis is due
* | here in mid -
April and al-
ready plans
are underway
| for the 10 days
=4 expected to be

ing the helicopters and air crew,
incoming station staff and rabbit
hunters, a bevy of round -tripping
scientists, and water craft opera-
tors. Including the 38 people al-
ready here, the
tion could rise to as many as 107!
The logistics involved in moving
and accommodating everyone,
and getting all of the resupply
jobs and science projects
achieved, are horrendous and
|l dm gl ad i tds n
there is the weather which may
or may not co -operate on the day
and really does have the final
i say inwmdhat Bappens.erheaclaos-
of resupply 1isn
til mid -April and there is still
aphentyto e ddnebetiveemnow s
and then.
A key piece of station infrastruc-
ture which must keep ticking
along throughout this period,
and in fact throughout every day
on station, is the power house.
Like almost everywhere else
these days the station is totally
dependent on a 24 hour supply of
power . | coul dn
piece on a computer and
emailing it to Jess without power
to run the computer and lights in
the room! | als
to receive my monthly copy of
SIN via email. | noted the dis-
cussion in the last issue about
power generation on The Island,
so thought 18d
station mechanic, about Mac-
guari eds power
mind that the population here is
roughly 10% of that on Stewart
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The two power houses

and

and
port an influx of tourists staying
the night (resupply excepted!).

| s |

All of the power on station comes
from diesel powered engines.
There are 4 in total, in two sepa-
rate power houses known as the
MPH (Main Power House) and
EPH (Emergency Power House).
This might seem like an exces-
sive number for 38 people, but
there is a good reason. Each
power house can operate on a
standalone basis so if something
goes horribly wrong in one the
other can continue to supply
power. This is the case for all
stations operated by the Austra-
lian Antarctic Division on the
Antarctic continent, as well as
here on Macquarie Is. If any-
thing did happen in these loca-
tions, for example a fire in the
MPH, getting a replacement up
and running could take as long
as 18 months so having a back -
up for the back -up is a wise
move. Only one power house is in
operation at a time, and one en-
gine can generate enough power
for the whole station. Every 10
days, or 250 hours running, the
engines are swapped over to en-

d 0 e s n Odnginesaon the Anto

the northern end of the island

The isthmus and AAD station at

STEWART ISLAND NEWS

able maintenance.

All four engines are
Caterpillars, the
MPH has new 6 cyl-
inder Caterpillar C9
engines, and the
EPH has 6 cylinder
3306 engines which
are older and which
are the same as the

arctic stations. The
average daily station
load is 60-70kW

Lionel with the two engines in the MPH

which peaks at up to 110kW
around meal times. The kitchen
is one of the biggest power con-
sumers but the load fluctuates as
the oven and bain -marie are
turned on and off. Various sci-
ence projects also consume a lot
of power but the load is generally
constant. The engines generate
3.3kW per litre of diesel, and the
average fuel consumption is
about 16,000 litres per month.
Through a co -generation process
the cooling system for the en-
gines is used to provide heat for
most of the buildings on station,
and also pre -heats the hot water.

In contrast, power in the field

huts where we spend most of our
time can be either 12V or 240V
and is provided by a RAPS unit 8
a Remote Area Power Supply.
This comprises a 12 volt battery
bank, wind generator and solar
panel, and a portable petrol

driven generator which is used to
supply 240V power to the hut

and to charge the batteries when
the wind and
LPG takes care of
heating and cooking.

more recent times. The AAD sta-
tion here has been in operation
since 1948 and over the years the
areas around the fuel farm and
power houses have suffered a few
spillages. One of the projects
happening here now is looking at
ways to remediate contamination
in the soil. In the long term soill
microbes will break down spilt
fuel, but in this environment this
process would take a very long
time to occur naturally. The
remediation project aims to

speed up this natural process by
continually injecting air into the
soil, and in the summer adding
the nutrients nitrogen and phos-
phate. Researchers then measure
levels of contamination to deter-
mine the effectiveness of the
treatment. Results will show

how much of the treatment is
needed to get the best result. In
time these techniques could be

s o | aysedgoduphetlesserstiae ympact, |

we have on places like this.

fi Photos and story by Sandy King

One of the negative
aspects of diesel is
the potential for
fuel spillage, and in
the past less atten-
tion was paid to the
environmental ef-
fects of fuel con-
tamination than in

A field hut with RAPS unit
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Rakiura National Park businesses all contributing to the many the importance and benefit of conservs
celebrates 18 Anniversary outstanding conservation achievements t i on wor ko, Lar so

over the

New Zeal andés sout Hs@qd%Actmg%reia MﬂpggteriSHenqu with a community event later in the yes
n.

Park celebrates its f@Gnniversary this S0

week.

Although the island only has about four Walk.
éwndred permanent residents, the passion,

Stewart Island/Rakiura National Park wa:

officially opened on the®®March 2002. dedication and co

The park covers approximately 157,000 vation of the island is evident in the num-The park was opened by Prime Ministg

hectares and makes up about 85 percentber of active cons

of Stewart Island/Rakiura. It is New Zea-WorkS alongside more than 10 groups, Cpnservation Minister Sandra Lqe

| an d®BNatiodakPark. each serving a different purposspecies Sir Edmund Hillary, Southland Dis-
monitoring and translocation, pest con- trict Mayor Frana Cardno, and Te
trol, hut building and maintenance and Runanga O Ngai Tahu Represents

National Parks have existed in New Zea-
land since 1887, when Maori chief Te
Heuheu Tukino gifted to the nation the
summits of Tongariro and Ruapehu as
our first national park Tongariro Na-
tional Park.

hut wardening.

control programm

AiGi ving the |l and N qlflof(ghﬁtgvynsh
means that it is maintained and preserve

in perpetuity for the benefit and enjoy- the feasibility of eradicating possums, mapsandstatistics/visitosstatistics
ment of the public rats and cats from the whole of Stewart andresearch/
' Island. Establishment of the Ulva Islande

D 0 k f i Raki Na -
Cona Barkse SpechahiBrFALYbLT nih g kv pareon riopte Wimm o fe Wer
Lig% evel of volunteeris

tional Parksd speci ited
collaborative effort, with locals, national resau e “? a o
and international visitors, volunteers and and areal gro

One of the groups, the Stewart Island walking track
Rakiura Community Environment Trust The Rakiura Track has the highest per
(SIRCET)has established a 210 ha pest centage of New Zealanders walkin

ey have organise

past 10 y &6C @ansio cselebiatd theSamniversad
to coincide with the completion of the
upgrade of the Rakiura Track Great
mmitment to the preserBackground information

ervation groups. DOC Helen Clark, with other dignitaries

tive Edward Ellison.
Stewart Island has about 245kms of

e that includes about it than any of the other Southland

t%mh ﬁponbsqrsgi[g us Great Walks tracksttp://
a scoping study into www.doc.govt.nz/aboutioc/role/

Wharawhara Marine Reserve and

m ataitai Reserve in 2004.
in understanding about

h

=

he

The Friends of the Library is still collecting suggestions for books and DVDs to

purchase for the Community Library. The Library
money: many of the books on our recent shoppin
the Library still has
like to see on shelf.

Do you love books? Do you want to help support

Then join Friends of the Library! This organization is dedicated to raising money to purchase
books and goodies to complement the District Council provisions for our Library. If you would

like to help us with fundraisers, if you have ideas
l'i brary, i f vy oledaiinget hinst

contact Jess Kany at 367 or email jesskany@yahoo.com

received a windfall through Vicki and Quiz
g list have now been purchased! So Friends of
funds for MORE BOOKS. L

your Community Library?

on how to raise or spend money for the
ea peesrt eetdi a m, or i f youdr

BOOK NOTES

Did you know that the Hunger Games trilogy by
Suzanne Collins is at the Library? | devoured
these books: they are well -written page turners
and itds understandabl e
Ot he next big eventd at

Thanks everyone for your suggestions and
THANKS Vicki and Quiz dollars for MIHing it:
recent nonfiction purchases for the Library include
books about chickens, handspinning, fabric dying,
gluten -free cookery, flax weaving, how to quit
smoking, the Pippa Blake biography, and new
Lonely Planet Europe and Oz.

New fiction includes the mystery A Fine and Bitter
Snow by Stabenow, and several fantasy novels.
We also have many books from T he L i sBest
Books 0of 2011: Th e T i g ehyOwrehtwWPideen
¢ Bnglish by Keham , GrensGity by SeleeA Misih ¢ o
t TP the GognSgpad by Egan, The Wreckage by
Robotham, and The Sense of an Ending by Julian
Barnes. Also by Julian Barnes: Arthur and
George, an historical novel with Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle at its centre.

Another addition is Small Holes in the Silence , a
collection of poetry by the late Hone Tuwhare.
fi Jess

ne

S

yr n

et

r
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News from Stewart Island

by Antje Leseberg

Another yellow -eyed penguin season has come to an end here in the south with a
mixed bag of results for Stewart Island and Codfish Island/Whenua Hou. On Cod-
fish Island, the number of breeding pairs appears to be dropping, with the latest census carried out in
October 2011, finding only 39 breeding pairs. In comparison, the 2009 census found 46 pairs and the
2001 census 61 pairs. The cause of the decline is uncertain but from now on an annual census is vital to
understand what is happening. In total, the 39 nests produced only 40 chicks, giving a productivity of
1.02 chicks/pair, down from 1.37 chicks/pair last season. While there were fewer chicks this season, at
least they were slightly heavier than last year with an average weight of 4.99kg.

On the Bravo Islands in Stewart | slandds Paterson
from 20 pairs last season to only 11 pairs this season. A total of 11 chicks were produced this season, all
of which were micro chipped and were healthy and of good weight.

Five nests were found around Eastern Bay on the Neck of Stewart Island and produced 7 healthy
chicks.

Periodically seabirds such as penguins will have bad seasons, where fewer pairs attempt to breed and
fewer and/or less healthy chicks are produced. This is usually linked to large scale weather patterns and
food availability and this may account for the lower success this season. We will have to see what next
season brings but a close eye needs to be kept on the Codfish numbers.

Alina Thiebes and Karen Bowman releasing chicks at the

STEWART ISLAND
GARDEN CIRCLE

Neck, Stewart Island (A. Thiebes) Chick in holding bag. (A. Thiebes)

Cod with a twang WILL MEET AT THE HOME OF
from an anonymous Hor seshoe |BlayNICGMEITTAPRESBEACCO ON
ltés that time of year...cold bup | e maﬂ;ﬂ-’rR@DAYle
dish to help clear those sinuses: Squeeze the better part of a tube of 127 APRIL
wasabi into dish, add a big slug of soy sauce, mix into a paste. AT 2.00 pm

Squidgle fish fillets around in this mixture until coated both sides,
then lightly flour and pan fry.

ds.
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Notes from an Offshore Supply Vessel  ward one

by Ben Hopkins being used
when steam-
Following enquiries from a number of people on theing and the
| sland as to what | &6m ugftonewhen ‘ ,
wee bit for SIN and ex pmaggeyring RS-
off to in recent weeks. around

wharves and

Since January | have been doing relieving work as offshore in- My latest ship, the AHTS Swiber Torunn.

2nd Officer on an Offshore Supply Vessel working stallations. It

from Port Taranaki in New Plymouth, doing anythindgkes a bit of getting used to sitting in a chair look
from a few days to a couple of aft over the deck with the engine, rudder and bow
weeks, depending on the op- thruster controls all appearing tg
erations and who of the perm be installed back to front!

nent crew need time off. Dur-|
ing normal operations there 8
3 Deck Officers, 3 Engineers,
4 Integrated Ratings (deck ar
engine room crew) and a coo
on board, with a normal rota-
tion being 28 days on and 28
days off. Alt
tramping all over the world o
big ships any more, this kind

| The ship is currently on time chg
ter to the large oil company OM\
which is the operator and part
owner of the Maari QOilfield,

' \MJ roughly 70NM south of New Ply;
mouth. Taking approximately 6
hours to steam to from either Ne
Plymouth or Nelson, this is the
southernmost of the operating o
of work is far more interestingd shore Taranaki oilfields and alsg

and handsn than tankers ang The Maari WelHead Platform. New Zeal andds
is a part of the industry | want around 30,000bbls per day. The
to ultimately become more permanently involved in field operation consists of a wélead platform in-
stallation, which contains the drilling and pumping
The ship is a 4 year old, Chinelseilt, Anchor side of the production facility, and an FPSO (Floa|
Handling Tug/Supply vessel called the Swiber To- Production Storage and Offtake) called the Rarog
runn and is 58.7m long and 14.6m wide with a largevhich was converted from a tanker called the Ang
open working deck designed for operating around ofman Sea by removing the propulsion machinery &
rigs and doing a variety of specialised tasks associ-installing a complex deck full of oil processing
ated with this industry. With twin 2500BHP Nigata €quipment. The Raroa is now permanently moore
diesels she has a bollard pull of 65T and two large & large multipoint mooring with a giant swivel, al-
200T towing and anchdrandling winches, meaning lowing it to swing with the weather and tide/currer

ing

\r-

W

ff-

ting
l’a-
ind

dto

It.

there is almost enough power when you really

need it! Each engine drives a conventional cor
trollable-pitch propeller and the twin rudders ar
capable of being operated independent of eac
other which, combined with the 500hp bow-
thruster unit, allows us to meeasily maintain
position and manoeuvre in close to the offshor
installations. !

The

wheel-
house con-
tains both
a forward
and aft

helm sta-

tion, with
The FPSO (Floating Production Storage an the for-
Offtake) Raroa.

getting used to!

Manoeuvring the ship alongside the FPSO facing aft! Takes sqme
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Although ap- = wellhead platform.
proximately 2 This is performed with
1NM apart, the | | a flexible hose, much
Raroa is con- d like the freighter at the
nected to the wharf here, only our

8l hose is suspended frg
the crane on the plat-
form and we have to
ensure we maintain
position whilst con-
nected and pumping,
§ without getting the

=3 hose around the pro-
& peller!

wellhead plat-
form via a net-
work of subse
pipelines and
% umbilical powerf
@Y cables. Itis

through these

that the oil is

Performing a static tow for an offtake tankrprocessing on § As there i

crane, we have to rely

the Raroa, with e
Backloadmg cargo from the FPSO Rar8n the platform or the

the water removed from the crude being sent
back for reinjection into the well. FPSO to lift the cargo off our deck using their larg

cranes, which can prove challenging in some of the

m

e

Due to the distance offshore, there is no pipeline likeonditions out there. We aim to keep the ship steady

there is with the closer Ma#i and MauiB rigs to while the crane lifts cargo on and off the deck, but

bring the oil and gas ashore, hence the need for thesometimes when the FPSO is rolling and we are go-

FPSO to store the oil (As far as | :

| The offtake hose provides a handy place
know, gas extracted from the well I| 5, seals to sit and rest! Some have eveg@n be nearly impossible to get
used on board the FPSO to power| been known to leap up onto our deck apdhings in the right place or even or
the operation with the remainder b chase the crew around!! deck at all! Often the operation ha
ing flared off). Around twice per [ to be aborted and we heatewait-
month a tanker will come and per-
form an offtake, which involves
mooring astern of the Raroa via a
large chain link and then the offtak
hose is hooked up and connected
the shipbs carg :
then pumped into the tanker via thil——
hose. During the offtake our vessel performs what i$Vorldwide there are enormous numbers off offsh
called a fAstatic towo wihsallatonswe assaiatedves<eimlikethhis, roay
ing wire attached to the stern of the offtake tanker, which are very complicated and highly specialise(
providing between 20 and 40 tonnes of tension to perform different operations such as anehandling,

having another go, sometimes keg
_ | ing us out there for anything up to

tors of the offshore installations ar
i flown in and out by helicopter.

prevent her from riding up onto the FPSO. dive-support, seismic research and general towing
supply work. For most Kiwis working on these sof
When not engaged in static of ships, Australia is the main

destination with major projects
along the Northwest Shelf,
Timor Sea and Bass Strait re-

tow operations, the ship
performs general supply |-
runs from New Plymouth |
out to the field and also bg."
tween the wellhead plat- |
form and the FPSO, carry{
ing anything from a deck-
load of drill pipes to boxes|
of machinery, containers ¢
food supplies and rubbish
skips to both installations.
We also supply diesel and
potable fresh water to the

' New Zeal andods-
4 producing region with only 2
supply boats working perma-
nently and another couple on
shortterm contracts, but this
may change over the next few
years depending on the two m4
factors influencing the oil indus
try: Price and politics!

A deckload of different cargo for the two installations.

|ng up and down-3m in the swell, it

ing on conditions to improve before

week at a time. The crew and opef

.| gions. At the moment Taranaki|i

U7

Dre
yrof
] to

J or
ts

on|

AN
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DOC Spot materials and carrying out weed control. The opportunity

By Sharon Pasco, Programme Manager Community

Relations / Field Centre Supervisor the new management plan for the islands down there, sg

Productive trip south crew made for a very productive trip.

In February Dale Chittenden and
team of DOC staff and volunteersg#s
travelled to Enderby Island in the
Auckl andés grou
on the Awesomeyhere they in-
stalled 150m of boardwalk on the
main tourist track across the isla
This leaves just one small sectio
to be done at some stage in the f
ture to complete the projecthe
team had eight days on the islancg
and completed a range of tasks i
addition to the boardwalk, includ-
ing hut and structure inspections,
clearing of vegetation from the
track, historic site inspections/
maintenance and minor repairs to the hilise team were
picked up by the Navy on one of the new Offshore Patrol _ .
Vessels, the HMNZS Wel i nglﬁllgﬂnbarlgegyr
this vessel or her sister ship the Otago, they are 80m and
signed to allow the navy to provide support to other govern-
ment agencies such as MAF, Customs and DOC. The oPVE S
are ideal for work in the Subantarctics as they have extra and around Halfmoon Bay, so itis likely you may meet tf
accommodation to carry visitors as well as plenty of storag
space for building materials, etc. Their smaller size and crew

mean that they can be far more flexible (and cost effective)tIes to be checked _for barberry 'and thg team will only be
Q{klng on properties where this permission has been g

than the frigates used in the past and we are hoping that D, 4 ) ;
will get a trip down south with them annually as they are al ey will however be doeknocking at these properties pr

supposed to go to the Antarctic at least once a yaaaddi- .
tion to picking up Dal eds Woﬁk rgu[nq tﬁﬁ@?ﬁﬁfﬁq“y gag '%C}('Hdeg ?.P%clfs_ﬁo C?(
the Wellington took the opportunity to complete the first sufan vy, as well as ans beard (one active site Tour

vey of Rock hopper penguin gnd tée?ted)(' Iﬁygu tr}i\nllj YOR May Iﬂaaeaagy Ofiﬂwse Y

and the first ever sur- ©nYyour property then pleaggve us a caland we can

Fire ban has now been

lifted

Vah S The Southern Rural Fire
MEr | Authority has now lifted the

all of Southland (including
Stewart Island / Rakiura) o
{ the 3" of January 2012. A

1 restricted fire season is no
2 in place, which means any
one wishing to light a fire i

written fire permit. Fire per
mits for Stewart Island are

Surveying the coast of the Auckland Islands for
Rock hopper penguins.

the SRFA.

e Darwins Barberry eradication project over the next fe

No, this is not some form of pole vey of shags in that _check_the_m out for you. An excellent website for weed
dancing - DOC staff member Tho- area, as well as pick- identification iswww.weedbusters.co.nz
mas Wright from the Murihiku ; idi
Area office (left) and Paul Way- ing up old building
mouth, a volunteer from Winton
Rotary Club, drive in a peg for
the boardwalk extension on
Enderby Island.

Cowd \ Ve HE W

—
e -

.

Five of the six staff currently working to eliminate Darwins Barberry around the
village. Back row, from left: Ana Richards and Theo Dekker. Centre: Rachel Black-
burn. Front: Brighde Penn and Scott Smith. Absent: Fiona Gordon.

was also taken to get people closely involved with writing

total fire ban imposed acrogs

=

the open must first obtain g

issued by DOC on behalf of

as they work their way around the village. All property own-
s have been sent a form seeking approval for their proper-

0 commencing any work to talk to any tenar@her weeds

they

can see the issues first hand. Reasonable weather and & great

<

. t hose that haven|Ot
1St month we employed six new stalgf membersato help with

W

onths. This team is currently concentrating on properti¢s in

em

ven.
or

D

lr-

[, t
nd

-dsy e

€



http://www.weedbusters.co.nz
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Youth Hostel Association 0 Undaria harvesting exemption extended
Eco Lodge Project Update

\)
Environment Southland has extended a diving co Z>
) panybés exemption to co

by Margaret Hopkins seaweedindariafrom Bluff Harbour but declined a environment

application for its collection on Stewart Island. SOUTHLAND
Ze Tnins Tonga

YHA New Zeal and&s pl-bostdandl oy
learning centre on Stewart Island are still in the pipe-
line, 5 YHA New Zeal and remains

The Council Regional Services Committee today approved the
application by Emmett Diving Enterprises Ltd for a ¢m@ar
extension to colleatndaria which is included in the Regional

Stewart [Island projecto sa)pestManagementStrategy.

tive for YHA. 60ur i mmedi atf

capital fundraising campaign. This has been affected The seaweed is harvested for human consumption.

by the Christchurch earthquakes - essentially we sus-

pended the campaign while the earthquake appeal was However the Committee al so |dec

in full swing as it did nol}|applicationtoextend its operations to Stewart Island. ted

against this appeal for the philanthropic dollar. How-

ever, the campaign i s now f[|Biosecurity Manager Richard Bowman said work being done|at
Bluff was occurring in satisfactory manner but advised the Com-

Mr Wells said, o6We wil!/l n o | mittee that little information was known about the risks involved

phase of the project until we have achieved funding in doing the same work at the island.

thresh -holds, and we are progressing towards the lev-

els required. Conversations with potential major do- The company has been involved in the contralrdariaat Bluff

nors are progressing and | am optimistic of a number and Stewart Island for several

in pockets on the island, it was not widespread, Mr Bowman [said.

—

of positive developments i

The Research would be carried out in the next few months that would
better equip the Council with scienbased information about the

new . .
p { hostel exposure to risk, he said.

s_ttodbe NfWebre concer ned abundarta sduhnté (f ur
IS|edon we get a better handle on tlhat
an the application at this time.o
owned

§ Oy YHA || Mr Bowman said the operator was quite positive about the mar-
. onthe ||ket demand foundaria predominantly from abroad, and that this

comer lHapplication could be the fi|rst
& Nea: ofElgin ||t he first time.o
Ll Tce and
Excel sior road. YHAO®s visid
vide accommodation and a resourced learning centre
which reflects YHA's commitment to the environment
while at the same time providing visitors to the island
with the opportunity to explore its unique environ-
ment. The project is expected to cost in the vicinity of
$5 million.

Councillor Nicol Horrell agreed that it was a sensible step to eh-
sure the risk factors were covered off before expanding into new
areas.

WORTHY WEEDBUSTERS
Weedbusters NZ is calling for groups, organisations, schools and in
viduals tackling weed issues in their communities to be nominated fi
the 2012 Regional Weedbusters Awards being run throughout New
Zealand The awards recognise the efforts of those who get stuck if
deal with weed issues in their communities in a voluntary capacity. |
awards were launched nationwide in 2006, and were run again in 2
and 2010, with over 50 nominations each time.
Weedbusting efforts around New Zealand over the last few years hg
ranged from individuals working on their own properties to remove
weedy species, to groups adopting natural areas such as bush rem
or wetlands and removing all weed species in that area. Joint efforf
often the most successful, with community volunteers working with
schools, businesses, local and regional councils, and DOC to tackl
weed issues. :
There are five categories for the Weedbusters awards, all recognisj| Congratulations to Tom and Vicky Jackson of  Sunstone. They won
weedbusting efforts: public land; private land; industry/organisation}| First Place PHRF (Performance Handicap Racing Fleet) of Leg Two of
education; overall excellence chosen from the previous four categd the SSANZ Race. Sunstone, a varnished wooden vessel built in
Anyone can put forward nominations for these awards, even thewg¢| Scotl and in 1965, has been the Jacks
busters themselveslominations are open until 31 March 2012and years. Rounding Puysegar Point in big seas resulted in some

can be made online atww.weedbusters.org.nz redecorating... Read more about this intrepid sailing couple at
* = www.sunstonesailing.com

=

73}

197)



http://www.weedbusters.org.nz/
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Julius Herzhoff -
Junior Commonwealth
Fencing Champion

The Junior Common-
wealth Fencing Cham-
pionships are held once
every 3 years for fencers
under the age of 20.
This February they

were held in St Helier,
Jersey and eleven young
fencers from New Zea-
land including Julius
Herzhoff who grew up
on Stewart Island and
attended Halfmoon Bay
School, competed in this
Commonwealth event.

Julius won silver in the
team event and was
placed 24t individually.
OWi nning si
level was the biggest
achievement in my fencing
began fencing at the age of ten because his mother
Ulrike thought it was a good idea! He is a member of
the Christ College team and also competes for a club.
Julius first com-
4 peted overseas in
™ 2008 in Australia
at the age of 12
years followed by
competitions in

/ﬁ. Hong Kong and

Singapore for the
world cup where he
A F was placed 10t in

the under 17 sec-
tion at the age of 14. The following year he competed
in Bangkok and at the beginning of 2012 he travelled
to Europe where he trained in Germany for 6 weeks
before competing in the largest world fencing tourna-
ment in Paris finishing 90 t out of 243 entrants. Fol-
lowing this Julius took part in the Junior Common-
wealth competitions in Jersey.

Winner of a 2011 Secondary School National Cham-
pionship, holder of South Island and Canterbury ti-
tles as well as Oceanic under 17 teams champion
Julius plans to continue fencing when he finishes
school and hopes to travel to Europe to train and com-
pete professionally representing New Zealand.

fi Margaret Hopkins

AN EVENING OF CANTABRIAN WIT

NMcPHAIL
GADSBY

The long awaited reanion

.

8pm Apr|I 14th at the Community Centre

Tickets $42 from Sue at the Hall

SSANZ boats crossing the finish line in
Halfmoon Bay. Above: Surreal. Below: Danaide.
Photos from Margaret Hopkins
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White shark research in Islands. The research team will shift Pacific Islands but this time he visit
: between these islands and other sitesTonga. His tag appears to have

Foveaux Strait depending on weather conditions andstopped transmitting but he has be¢

the presence or absence of sharks. re-sighted several times already thi

A joint National Institute of Water &
Atmospheric Research (NIWA), De-
partment of Conservation (DOC) and
Auckland University research team is

year at Edwards Islandn contrast
AWe will relay t hoeeofthedasye fenwmles, maide twg
study vessel daily via local fisher-  return trips to the Auckland Islands

; . . mends radi o, t o affone Stdawarastand beforevmagratn
returning to continue their research kayake

S ,.0
on S.t D B[ 1 I. slan dfoorrr":iatio/n wilﬁ)% hp'dalt’ea &achifle 8ea that she visited in 2010.
matic white shark population. the vesse| shifts site. o

"The research team has also been
The waters around Stewart Island  lecting data from acoustically tagge
have long been recognised as a hot sharks using an array of listening d
spot for white sharks in New Zealandyvices deployed around nordastern
This is the sixth year the team has  Stewart Island and Ruapuke Island

The research will be conducted from
the DOC vessel Hananui from 188
March around the Titi Islands located
off Stewart Island's northeast coast
and Ruapuke Island in Foveaux Strai

as weather permits. identification and tagging in an at-  pal Scientist, Malcolm Francis.

. . tempt to learn more about this now
Divers and kayakers are advised to P

avoid the areas where the research i SDrotected species. "Data collected so far confirms that
being conducted while the boat is on most white sharks depart from this
9 Last year a total of 41 individual region in winter as they undertake

Sl gl el Iegst 2 h_ours aﬂer'sharks were photmlentified around  long-distance migrations to the trop
ward as the team will be using berley

(a mixture of minced fish and fish ol Bench, Edwards and Ruapuke Is- A data download in late January

1) GRS, viously sighted in 2010. This in- tagged in March 2011 had returned

AiFragments of be rc(luded two large female tpaﬁ the tge region."

the bottom and continue to hold a tear Mas gé-gn eve&?e rsinc 2068’

shark or sharks at the site for several :imd ajgvenlle male nicknamed t'Anot_her_dov_vnIoad on the forthcom
0Gr i wa s . sim trip will hopefelly shavgvheghdr

hour after ber | eyl e, e d
sa suDO(S: shark expert Clinton the Btﬂﬁers hsl%tg in I\‘ila?cﬁ1 z°0fo. ' Qnd when the other sharks have re
y P turned. We will also find out how

Duffy. In 2010 Grim undertook a much pub-long each shark spends in each log
licised migration from Stewart Island tion, and how mobile or residential

The principal study sites for this trip T ;
e e Ruapuketo Fiji. Last year he returned to the they are," Dr Francis adds.

s ay s .MgtheBamie segmouniiifi thei Ceral |

travelled south to undertake pheto for the last year," says NIWA Princit

C.

lands, including 18 that had been preshowed that at least four of the sharks

to

a-

QU IZ ROAD TRIP' Thurs 3rd May Milton White Horse Inn
. Tues 8th May Manapouri Lakeview Hotel
Weds 9th May Queenstown Red Rock Café
As some of you know, the Quiz Night is Bar
going on tour to raise money for the Thurs 10th May Mossburn Mossburn Hotel

Cancer Society. Mon 14th May Mataura The Falls Hotel
Tues 15th May Tuatapere Waiau Hotel
Weds 16th May Colac Bay Colac Bay Tavern
Thurs 17th May Riverton Globe Bar
Fri 18th May Winton Central Southland
Lodge
Sun 20th May Stewart Island South Sea Hotel

The dates so far are as follows:

Mon 16th April Balclutha Rosebank Lodge
Tues 17th April Palmerston Waihemo Lodge
Weds 18th April Oamaru Fat Sallys

Thurs 19th April Mosgiel Taieri Lodge

Mon 23rd April Frankton Frankton Ale House
Tues 24th April Wanaka Bullock Bar

Wedn 25th April Arrowtown New Orleans
Thurs 26th April Cromwell Cromwell Brew
House

Mon 30th April Dunedin Cableways

Tues 1st May Omakau Omakau Commercial
Weds 2nd May Alexandra The Middle

Please spread the word to anyone you know
living in these areas to get a team together
and come on down! You can also follow us on
facebook.com/vickisquiz .

And I'll be back every Sunday for the regular
quiz night here!
i Vicki Coats



http://facebook.com/vickisquiz
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I 6m a novice to the world of salil i n{ HMBSchoolkidsgreetSurreal with a haka > a
about the sport this month. (Note to self: if ever officiating a i
yacht race, bring a back -up airhorn. More on that later.) The first

sailing lesson | learned is that sailors are on a wonky schedule.

Dondot invite them for tea on e &
slaves to wind, tides, gear, fabric, and increasingly sluggish
neurons, therefore specific 5 Uit
Invite your sailors to tea sometime Tuesday through Friday and
your guests might grace your wharf that week.
<+——Tizzy aka Michael
Squires affixes the
| SSANZ flag to the
| mast of Titan at
dawn, preparing to
go out and greet
Surreal . Helen
Cave gamely went
along to take
photos for SIN be-
cause her daughter -
in-law, SIN editor,
said something like
0There is |pwo way |
am leaving m
house at dawSurréal was fy Ut than
expected, so Helen took some lovely pix, " Titan motored
home, and everyone anticippted the first yach
sometime close to noon. But the tortoise turned into a
hare, and suddenly Surreal was turning into Halfmoon
Bay, catching everyone by surprise. There was a mad scramble of greeters to the wharf,
and Tizzy once again head out to do the meet and greet, and escorted Surreal past the

finish line. The HMB *——r‘;—‘\

school kids performed a
haka, champagne was opened sprayed into the tide... Then
the crew threw the skipper into the drink. All good fun.

T-minus one hour. Sailors
disembark from HMB wharf
so they can ready their boat

for the start.

Dozens of locals boarded boats to create a festive
flag-festooned flotilla which escorted the sail-
boats to sea. The Arun, Titan, Wildfire, Southern
Isle, Aurora, Barjona , the HMB School aboard
the Casteaux, and a little rubber ducky all saw
the sailors off. Peter Goomes took his sailboat
Bravo. 0l 6 m here to make
better, 66 he said. I n p@
Thanks for the hospitality to their Island hosts.



