
  

 

A ll proceeds from this issue (shop coins, 

ad sales) will go to the Red Cross  

Christchurch Earthquake Appeal, so 

please throw extra change in the SIN can 

at the shop, and donõt mind the unusual 

number of ads this month as they are for 

a worthy cause!  

 

Stewart Islanders have reached deep in 

their hearts and pockets in response to 

the Christchurch catastrophe. The 

school, Rugrats and homes opened their 

doors to earthquake refugees. Cake 

stalls, scavenger hunts, quizzes, 

raffles and other efforts have  

already raised thousands of dollars  

 

to 

help our 

neighbours in  

Canterbury. Several  

islanders, representing  

Victims Support Group and 

Land Search and Rescue, 

travelled to Christchurch to 

offer  òhands-onó help (p4).  

Thanks to Jill, Gwen, Jon, 

Al, Sandy, and Andrew for 

making those trips.  

 

Just when we thought our 

eyes couldnõt be subjected to 

any more horror, the unbe-

lievable footage from Japan started 

flickering on our screens. If you are 

starting to think the world is crum-

bling around your ears, and you are 

helpless to help, know this: Despite 

present appearances, the world is 

NOT ending. And you CAN help. Go 

to www.redcross.org.nz and make a  

donation toward Christchurch, or Japan, 

or the General Appeal Fund.  

 

On our home front, all is well. Oyster 

season is tasting good. The trouserless, 

staggering stag -doers-gone-amok have 

left the island. The Library is going to 

have a change in management (p6).  

Flu jabs are available (p15).   

 

Thanks to everyone who bought ad space 

to support this special issue (and to  

Garden Circle who didnõt but gave us 

money anyway!)    ñJess 
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School opens doors to Christchurch students  
 

by Poppy LeQuesne 

 

After the Christchurch earthquake, Halfmoon Bay 

School temporarily took in three girls from the dev-

astated city.  

 

The new students were six year old Lucy Hansen -

Ratter from Redcliffs, seven year old Bridie Cameron 

from Dunsandel, and eleven year old Isabella Costi-

gan from Opawa.   All the girls told me that the sec-

ond earthquake was the strongest in their areas.  

(Continued on page 2) 

 

SPECIAL EDITION  

FUNDRAISER for  

CHRISTCHURCH  

Petra wears black and red and a wetsuit at the 

Pub during a recent Scavenger Hunt. This was 

one of the many events organized to raise money 

for Christchurch. See p12 for the latest tally 

which exceeds SEVEN GRAND . 

A pod of 107 pilot whales were discovered stranded at 

Mason Bay near Cavalier Creek on 20th Feb. Half were 

already dead, and the rest were euthanized by DoC.  

The Island mourns the passing of 
Lil Skipper. Our sympathies to 

Maureen and her family.   



March 2011  STEWART ISLAND NEWS  PAGE 2

 

In the first earthquake, Lucy rushed under the 

table with her family, Bridie jumped into bed with 

her parents, and Isabella stayed in a bed at her 

cousinsõ house. During the second earthquake, 

they were all at school and fled out of their class-

rooms.  

 

Luckily their families all came out unscathed. 

Bridieõs house came out without a scratch, Lucyõs 

house did not get damaged but she has had to 

move out because the land is unstable, and Isa-

bellaõs house has liquefaction and cracks.  All the 

girls had belongings smash and crash in the earth-

quakes. Lucyõs mirror and her motherõs jewellery 

box, Bridieõs lamps, and Isabellaõs printer and 

globe were all damaged.  

 

These girls are brave and proof that Christchurch 

is a city that will come through.  

(Continued from page 1) 

THANK YOU   
 

from  

the Stewart Island Victim Support  

volunteers who went to Christchurch  

following the February 22 earthquake   

to  

the Stewart Island  

Community Centre Trust  

for the two crates of bottled water.  

 

These were gratefully received by the 

Southland team as a whole.    

 

Also thanks to Debs for the very useful 

gloves and masks.    

 

We really appreciated your generosity.   

 

Jill, Jon, and Gwen.   

STEWART ISLAND  

GARDEN CIRCLE 

Will meet at the home of  

Diana Bryant 

at 2.00 pm Thursday 14th April 

 

Theme:  Sign of Spring. 

Quiz money from the beginning of the 

year has bought  

the Rugrats a new fridge,  

the hall 5 new moon hoppers,  

$500 to the Stewart Island Lions Admin-

istrative Account, and  

laminating pouches and USB sticks to  

Civil Defense . ñVicki  

Bridie, Lucy and Isabella  
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Stewart Island Health Committee 
  

Chairpersonôs Report 2010 

  

2010 has been a year of quiet achievement for the 

Health Committee and of deep satisfaction for the 

whole community in the national recognition of our 

two resident rural nurse practioners, Debs and Marty. 

  

The year began with a campaign to provide dental 

health checks for Island children here, rather than at 

Bluff which was what the Ministry of Health was 

proposing.  Thanks to the pro-active work of Debs 

and Marty and the school principal, Kath Johnston, a 

viable solution was found not just for child dental 

health but for dental care provision for all age groups 

on the island.  If we provided the equipment, the 

DHB would provide the professional workforce. 

  

Fundraising for a dental surgery was undertaken.  

The Committee is most grateful for the support re-

ceived from the Stewart Island Lions ($2000) the 

Southland Community Trust ($5000) and from Knit 

and Natter ($500).  Our own fundraising stall at La-

bour weekend raised over $500.  All of this combined 

with some of our own resources has resulted in the 

purchase of a full dental surgery pack.  Special 

thanks are due to Ron Morrison for his diligence in 

getting the best possible deal for us from the suppli-

ers and overseeing the delivery of this equipment 

from Australia , with all the attendant problems of 

GST and Customs. 

  

In June, the tireless work of Marty and Debs was rec-

ognised when they received the Queen Service Medal 

for services to the Community.  Subsequently they 

were presented with their awards in a pre-earthquake 

Christchurch by the Governor General and then re-

ceived a special ñknightingò back home at a commu-

nity celebration. 

  

A special ñThank Youò to the members of the con-

cert band, Rock for Rakiura, who raised $5000 for 

our Medical Centre.   This generous donation will be 

used for on-going training for  our St Johnôs Ambu-

lance Team. 

  

I wish to thank all the members of the committee for 

their support throughout this year.  You are a great 

team ï enthusiastic, hardworking, committed.  Spe-

cial thanks to our secretary, Sue Munro and our treas-

urer, Ron Morrison, and most of all to Marty and 

Debs. 

 

Raylene Waddell 

Chairperson  

In memory of  

Roger Anthony Hicks  

3 September 1949 ð 3 March 2011  

òThose we love remain with us, for love itself lives on. 

And cherished memories never fade because a loved oneõs goneó 

 

Brenda and family would like to thank the Stewart Island Community for their 

care and support over the last few months.  

Special thanks to Debs and Marty.  
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Stewart Island LandSAR 

in Christchurch  
 

by Al Check 
 

On Sunday 27 th  February Andrew 

King, Sandy King, and myself 

were deployed to Christchurch as 

part of a nationally coordinated 

response by Land SAR to assist 

Christchurch residents after the 

22nd February earthquake.  

 

Operation West was the name 

used for the support that Land 

SAR provided the Christchurch 

community.  More than 500 volun-

teers contributed and more than 

340 persons were present on just 

one day. The role of Land SAR 

was a little different from typi-

cally locating lost or injured per-

sons in the wilderness of Stewart 

Island.  Instead the focus was to 

gather information on issues of 

welfare, property & services in an 

urban environment, with the de-

tails being reported to Civil De-

fence for action.  

 

Over a period of a week some 

55,000 homes were visited 

throughout Christchurch, Lyttel-

ton and Banks Peninsula. Every 

home in the assigned areas was 

checked and where possible the 

occupants were spoken to.  Our 

role was one of Search and Reas-

surance.  Damage to prop-

erty was evident through-

out the city, some areas 

worse than others with 

10% of the houses visited 

sustaining major damage. 

Everybody had a story to 

tell, a tear to shed and in 

some cases an uncertainty 

of what would happen 

next, particularly as the 

after shocks kept rolling 

in.  

 

I was fortunate to 

have had the op-

portunity of being 

part of the opera-

tions team for a 

couple of shifts. 

To be part of a 

team of enthusi-

astic, committed 

and collabora-

tively working individuals was 

very rewarding. And to be part of 

a complex large scale operation 

that functioned efficiently with 

really high outputs eg 55000 

homes visited, proves the high 

caliber of the people that make up 

LandSAR.  

 

Stewart Island put itself on the 

map in Christchurch with Land-

SAR and our welfare team on the 

ground. Residents were amazed at 

our presence, but each of us would 

not have had it any other way. 

Mayor Bob Parker in light of all 

his pressures remembered his 

time on the bar stool at the South 

Seas Hotel. He was most grateful 

for our support.  
 

If you'd like to know more about 

Stewart Island LandSAR you can 

give Al a call on 2191598 or check 

out the notice board for the next 

training night (usually the 1st  

Tuesday of the month - 7pm at the 

fire station). All welcome as there is 

a role for everyone.  

SCRATCHY  

WINNERS  

1. Robin Campbell No2  

2. Sue Munro No 25  

3. Chris & Serena No 25  

4. Colette Brown No 14  

5. John McRandle No 28  

Also, Phil Rennie from 

Wellington won the DoC 

raffle, took a bottle of wine 

and a box of chocs and 

gifted the rest back to be 

re-raffled, so thatõs at the 

shop, $2 per ticket or 3 for 

$5 (feel free to add more!)  

 ñVicki  


