Stewart island news

Celebrating rakiura

July fi August 2013 $2.00
Popes, popey benedictions, and Popes named Benedict
generally dondét enthr al me ,

Benedict XVI stated recently
would say of a civilization, is judged by how well older

people are treated and the place reserved for them in
community life. Whoever makes room for the elderly makes
room for |ife! Whoever wel co
Hear, hear.

Over the years the Island sees an exodus of residents: some
are travellers happily on their way to different adventures
and new towns. But others are people who have lived here
all their lives, and must leave their beloved home sadly,

in their golden years, because it has become impractical
financially for them to remain here. They feel forced to
relocate because they cannot downsize to affordable,
suitable housing.

The Senior Housing Project is important to this

community. It will enrichus all A particularly our
children i to allow for residents to live here the entirety of
their lives and share with us their stories, ideas, and
knowledge. And if you love the island and you are in your
20s, 30s, 4 0Thisis &0Ousyou t@0 Mobéady is
impervious to ageing and someday you might need Senior
Housing for yourself, or a parent. Please express any
interest or support to Debs or Bruce, or pick up a pamphlet
from the clinic and read more. Without support, and
without financial backing, this project could fizzle.

Vicki had offered StiaNhgi ee | i6tm
so get in touch with her ove
contributions or questions;

find her on Sunday evenings

duct tape).

Summer, in Winter. Photo from Nicolette Thompson.

Thank you to Quiz for a gene
keep the price of this wee rag at $2
Update from Gareth Morgan
See you in a couple of months, and saly Pest Eradication Project
boi sterous boys. 60Jess
Project Website

To help keep everyone up to date we
have set up a website
www. predatorfreestewartisland.org.nz

This includes the latest information

on the project, a copy of the DOC fea-
sibility study, and a summary of some
of the Q&A that arose at the meeting.

You can also submit a question to be

added to the Q&A.

The Governance Group

Since the last public meeting, some
thought has gone into how the Gov-
ernance Group will be formed and
work. The project of removing rats,

= — = — (Continued on page 2)
Stewart Island parking lot. Monads wedding, Mil|llfards Beach.
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(PEST ERADICATION  Continued from page 1)

feral cats and possums from Stewart Island is
bigger than any one individual or organisation,
therefore it seems appropriate that a broad mix of
these groups that have a stake in the island get to-
gether to govern this project.

It is proposed that the governance board drives this
project along and is one of the key ways of com-
municating what is going on to and from the people
they are representing. The board will also make
the decisions on how the project will progress and
what methods will be used. It is worth reiterating
that, at this stage, no method has been chosen
about how to remove any of these predators - this is
a decision for the governance group after consider-
ing all of the technical advice available.

The obvious question that arises here is: how will
one board get all of the work done?  The answer to
this lies with Working Groups.  When there is an
issue raised (e.g. how are you going to stop rats
re-invading), then a working group will be formed

to try to find a solution.  The working group will be
chaired by the most relevant governance board
member, but can draw in everyone and anyone that
it needs to find a solution.  This is another key
opportunity for individuals within the community to

be involved in helping find solutions to issues that
are of concern to them. When the issue is solved,
the working group will report back to the govern-
ance board who will make the final decision.

To form the governance board it is proposed that we
seek representatives from: the Stewart Island
resident community, business, hunting interests,
fishing and aquaculture industry, Iwi, Rakiura

Maori Land Trust, Southland District Council,
Environment Southland, and DOC.  Gareth Morgan
will also be on the Governance Board representing
potential funders.

Soon, we will call for expressions of interest

from anyone who thinks they would make a good
community representative.  The person we are after
will need to be positive about the project, a good
communicator, a good team player, a good
communicator, have some time available to work on
this project and be a good communicator. If this is
you, keep an eye on the noticeboard and on the
project website

(www. predatorfreestewartisland.org.nz )

for details on how to apply.

The aim is to have the Governance Board formed
and the economic and social cost/benefit study
complete and available by October.
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SPANISH HEATH

(Erica lusitanica)

Spanish heath is present around Oban, from the airstrip down into town. It will take
off and become very dominant, so remove it while there is not too much of it around.

What is it?
Spanish heath is a woody shrub that can grow up to 2m high. The flowers form in

sprigs, with a large number of small white flowers, browning with age. The leaves are
small, thin, soft and bright green.

What is the problem?

Spanish heath is often found in grasslands and other short vegetation and can form
dense stands to exclude other plants. This shrub is very tolerant of harsh conditions.

How to control it?

« Pull out seedlings by hand.

+ Cut and paste the stems with a herbicide gel, it may require follow up control.

« Spray with glyphosate (Roundup) at 10ml/L, follow up may be required.

Please contact Amy Lagerstedt at Environment Southland if you find this plant:

email amy.lagerstedt@es.govt.nz
telephone 211 5115

For more information see www.es.govt.nz/environment/pests/plants
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Something is coing up at Stewart Island / Rakiura

A NORSK FEIRING

A Norwegian Celebration

April 4 - 6,2014

Community Centre, Oban / Halfmoon Bay, Stewart Island, New Zealand.

Celebrating the 90th anniversary of the ship SIR JAMES CLARK ROSS (Captain C.A. Larsen) first entering
Paterson Inlet, Stewart Island in April 1924.

Recognising 'The Whalers' Base' ("Kaipipi Shipyard") in Paterson Inlet as a significant, post 1900 maritime
(archaeological) site under the Historic Places Act 1993. (NZ Historic Places Trust).

Appreciating the enduring footprint of the Norwegian presence on Stewart Island through the 1920's and
1930's, and warmly embracing the kinships and friendships.

SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSOSSSSSSSSSSSSOSSSOSSSSISSSSSSSISSSSSSSSSSSSSSOSSSSSSSSSSSSSSISSSSSSSSSSSSISSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSISSSSSSS>

TELLING AND SHARING the whole story of the Norwegian presence on Stewart Island;
""The WHEN, the WHY, the WHAT, the HOW and the WHO!"'

e The early (pre 1920) families;

e The Rosshavet Company of Sandefjord, Norway, from 1924 to 1936, at Little Glory, Bravo and
most significantly, at Price's Inlet where they built a coal-fired steam-driven repair base /shipyard
for their 100ft whale catchers;

e The annual expeditions to the Ross Sea area, which included a 'coal gang' of Stewart Island and
Southland men.

We have the following intentions for the weekend:
Exhibits, photographic displays and sales; Short talks from invited speakers; Examples of Norwegian tradition and culture

- food, crafts, music - etc (as able); Guided visits to sites of special interest; Opportunities for reminiscence and anecdote;
Gathering of Norwegian descendants.

A detailed programme will be available by November 2013. To ensure you get both this and registration
information, please complete and send the form below. No obligation.
Ly |

e L,

The Feiring Committee, Stewart Island / Rakiura Museum,
P.O.Box 114, Halfmoon Bay, Stewart Island 9846, New Zealand.
Phone +64 3 219 1221.
stewartislandmuseum @southlanddc.govt.nz

>>>>>>>>>>>>>> PLEASE CUT HERE TO POST >>>>>>>>>>>> OR (better still) EMAIL THE INFORMATION TO THE ABOVE >>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

YES, I am interested in the NORSK FEIRING (Norwegian Celebration), April 4-6, 2014.
Please send the Programme and Registration information when it is available.

§ I L o oY R o O ————
2. POSTAL ADDRESS:

3. PHONE NUMBER:
4. EMAIL address: (VERY helpfull). ... e

I/we are descendants. YES/NO. Relatives went south (1924-1930) as members of the Coal Gang, etc: YES/NO

PAGE 3
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lobetrotter off -Island Adventures
As some may g 5

headed off
my mot her
in May.
mot her 6 s dirheearm rheow ai rdda yt o
retirement

Kirsten Hicks
recently returned from a trip to France
with her mum. Following is her story.

her

We had 7 nights initPhaeiGity

mad driverséchemist shops ( SO
fantastic architectureégild t h
me of margarine sculptures) o u !
|l egacy of the city was amazi tr
Napol eon studied, Marie Ant

Smal | memor i al pl aques stud h
the Resistance movement in b
from artillery fire.

But the history goes much f ‘QG“&]T | T
with monument and memori al s NoQeao. . o it | d
warrior on horseback, whi ch e c
Nationalists have adopted he

e ——
The -gaanyt iadopti on movement wa e W
there. One activist fatally Salmon fillets i about $85 e
our Vvisit to that amazing | a At one time the area with most of the fish au
edges of a gi gamcteine sdevmho cht pondswasso_malarla -ridden that the average
remini scent of a Hitler rall life expectancy was 24.

But back to more selift @< dard gaerntt fsaurbm.ecltrs . f aooto,d i f| |
would be Apresentationo. From window displays to |wi/|
huge on how things | ook. Nbmome caelssmmg itlhye ilni rmens ogft ef
post when we can have these fantastic ones with gas-
My mot herds most memorabl e meal was charmingly dgsc
delightful Not at all |l i ke the reality of 3 hugeg s
for scooping out the marrow. Mmmm.

Presentation evenitelxd eendci ttio
the dead are beautifully [mai
the ol dest cemetery which| is
tombs are in beauti ful cojndi
scul pture and maintained |y
for persooméiofy thlkee emor e pnu
consisted of a closed curiai
name Maybe they were worlkin
hi méo?
The rest of our time was |[spe
Scenery river boat (usually
relentl ess sightsedbong) stle®a
even visited our cabin whien
curtains, turn back the bleds
Alternative energy generation? i ght the fire (i.e. turnjp on
Interesting that they should choose a child to be depicted on whi ch provided that gl ow |of
their facility iwhat i s the subtext? o¢aNmmnloeyairngneagh !If)or Bhuet 1t wals a
futureé? oONuclear energy is|childds playé? or mayR&inedbfode 16)
oOQur facility is staffegd by childrenod!
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On October 2Tth 2013 on Stewart Island's Rakiura Track, one perfectly ordinary Kiwi bloke will start
running New Zealand's nine Great Walks in the name of charity and personal dizscovery. Each "Great Run®
will take a single day, and all nine will be completed within six months.

GREAT RUNS

A JOURNEY FROM RUNNER TO ULTRARUNNER, ONE GREAT WALK AT A TIME

‘Great Runs' s a project of selif-discovery, inspiration, and giving back. While finding the ultrarunner within, Julian
Bee aspires fo inspire his fellow Kiwis fo gef off the couch and onfo the trail, and in the process raise af least
£20,000 for Cure Kids to fund research to improve the health of our nation’s children.

GREAT WALKS | New Zealands Great Walks are an
iconic part of our outdoor heritage, and take walkers
to places every Kiwi should see at least once in their
lifetime. Covering a total of Sd4km, with fracks
ranging from 32km up to 78km, and featuring a rather
unigue 145km river journey, they would normally take
30-20 days to complete.

CUREKIDS | CureKids have a simple but audacious
goal — to find cures for the life-threatening illnesses
that affect many of owr children. Established by
Rotary in 1975, CurekKids have since invested more
than 32 million dollars info research that has resulted
in breakthroughs that have saved, improved and
extended the lives of kids here and around the world.

THE HUTTER | In my eardy years | was a successful
ocrienteer and have run most of my adult life, but
never with much structure. | have long admired the
dedication and determination of ultrarunners, soin a
mioment of sheer inzpiration | devised this project fo
challenge myself and inspire others to challenge
what they think they are capable of.

INSPIRATION | Trail running has undergone a surge
of popularity in recent years, and this project aims to
build on that by encouraging others to dust off their
shoes and try trail running. | hope this inspires you fo
enjoy some of thizs countries stunning trailz, be it just
a quiet run through a local park, or by getting involved
in the project and taking part in a Great Run.

TIMELINE | Timing of the runs has been amanged around two key elements; firstly in increasing distance
order to ensure a zafe and sensible training regime, and secondly to ensure highest chance of success the
Whanganui River frip is scheduled to occur as close to the summer solsfice (longest day) as possible.

Oct'13 Mov'13 Dec'13 Jan'14 Feb"14 Mar'14 Apr'id
Wasaremosna =

SUPPORT | Great Runs = looking for suitably adventurous organisations to assist with a number of key project
requirements. For example travel, running and safety gear, nuirition, =ports medicine and accommodation.

RUNMNING CREW | The other crucial support element | need to make this successful, are some fellow-nutters
to join me on each run, and a few zeazoned kayakers to join the Whanganui River crew. This will be an
amazing adventure, =o if you think you're up for a challenge, get in touch.

FUNDRAISING | The financial goal of Great Runs is to raise $20,000 (or better yet more) for Cure Kids. Ill be
out shaking buckets, running fundraizing events, and calling for online donations via donate greafruns.co.nz.
But $20,000 is a big number, 2o I'm going to need help. If you have an idea for a fundraiser, or would just like
to come shake a bucket with me, | would love to hear from you.

TRACK INFORMATION

RAKIURA | 32KM | 27 OCT 2013

At 32km, and with modest climbs of just a few
hundred metres, Rakiura iz contentiously the easiest
of the nine walks, however as the farthest south, it
has the potential fo deliver the most punishing
weather conditions.

WEB Ereatruns.co.nz
TWITTER @greatruns

MAIL julian@greatruns.co.nz
PHONE 021-2455-089

X curekids
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To the Editor, SI N

What a pleasure to find SIN in my |etterbox during
Jo Riksembébs museum notes headed by the | ovely <collou
words about Sue Hamel 6s upwarnmelrg. bB wtg rmerh yd a tairreg 4o fr
she says begins at 1829) <calls for kindly commentf.
the fields of Hogerhagen. He attended the Hamburg M
26 December 1842; he arrived in Nelson in 1843, Nnea
Eighteemi heveway the year Edward Gi bbon Wakefield |(i]
Sydneydo, which |l ed to thésfooldB@®&tienaoft emu@uN. Zi h&O
to the antipodean heat hens. But of course it wasnot
marriages, and christenings and funerals, and wrifti
I dondét want to be animjhgply oshdensomeckert hbubot hgs
Arohanui ,

Sheil a Natusch

Wel |l i ngton

*

Thank you Sheila for your kind | etter and comment|s.
Jo Riksem

*

Dear SIN Editor.

In the spirit of getting ol der, I am finding mysgqlf
t ofou Kmomw of the ones that we all used to take t|jhe
Anyway ;

I have just findyehedmgaradl ngus nedlihtrireoand owWwi tthh ei rStia\r.e s
about your so called mistakes and gemdriale Uurheadas d hdfs
but | would hope that you wouldndét | ose too much |sl
Because of your editorial, I wolual gde Illiaktei otno atnadk et ot| hpea
the supreme effort that lycduwvmealke tiadeputbuttodetshuesrptch
suming expedition especially since becoming a Mumnm.

I think that hyaorud aone yboeurnsge laf bastt @aér ysnehmak éha ymisis t
dond6t make mistakes thAred iyfouy au eh g wesittmygedra iesnyinsstd| réege. tmis
way to know that that you have reached your audignc
wrote, considered it and thenljpsetsphal hyyfmnhndi gooar
have noticed how you manage to tiptoe quite nicely
Yours is ailverpl dase hbebaware that thigowgwomehot s i
Kind regards,

Megan Cowl ey

The FeGalergry & Gift Shop
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RAKIURA MUSEUM MATTERS d by Jo Riksem

-
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Boat , oPearl 6 anchored out near Prices

Amongst the acquisitions this last month was the above photograph taken by George M. Turner, a superb photogra-
pher who lived on Stewart Island. He captured many wonderful scenes over 40 years living on the island. Born in
England he moved here in the 1920s. 1937 -39 saw him chairman of the Stewart Island County council. He was a very
active member in the Anglican Church and was the founding benefactor of our Rakiura Museum. His home is now the
Department of Conservation house where Sharon and Noel Pasco live and the Fuschia and Raroa walks near the
house are referred to as the Turner Walks. He also produced an attractive fold  -out brochure of day walks for visitors
to Stewart Island. We have a set for sale at the museum for $8, which includes one of these original brochures and one
of his original postcards of the first Wairua ferry.

Other acquisitions included a black and white digital image of the Stewart Island Marching Team, archives from the
Traill family including a list of birds that were introduced to Ulva Island in 1879, a wooden case to carry liquid nitro-
gen from Invercargill to Stewart | sland for the Distri
copy of the daybook kept by Mathias Eriksen Wiig of his voyage from New Zealand to Norway returning Captain

Larsends body Watelethis apacesasthis daybook (diary) will soon be available to  the
public.

The 1977 Halfmoon School, Room 2 photograph (May - June SIN) generated a lot of interest regarding names. Here is
the now confirmed official list: Front Row 0 Martin Amos, Rhoda Leask, Leslie Pullen, Tammy Whaitiri, Shane Ham-
ilton and Danny Leask. Middle Row & Bruce Mackay, Jeffrey Cameron, Rebecca Smith, Angela Gray, Richard Osborn
and Melanie Goomes. Back row & Aaron Hamilton, Yolande Eriksson, Stephen King, Dacey Cameron, Margaret Mac-
kay and Brendon Holt.

Enquiries went from a flood to a drizzle but interesting as they included the families of
Newton, Potiki and Forrester.

M wesre starti ng to put the programme together which
I cvents for the Norwegian celebration on 4, 5 and 6 April 2014.  Check out the flyer in this issue.

Museum winter opening hours are
Monday thru Friday 10 am 8 Noon, Saturday 10 am 9 1:30 pm and Sunday Noon & 2 pm.

For more in -depth information join Friends of Rakiura Museum with twice yearly newsletters.
Just email us at stewartislandmuseum@southlanddc.govt.nz ~ or 03 2191-221.

Poli

ct

w
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Bel | ringer, T.E. JenBelnl 1©9i5rgers Travi s, Zac 4
with Maxx Squires

Bel | ringers have | ong been a part of our <church
bel | rn ngleader &nd part of htehevama md gseomeomt tchoemndiototreé
hymn books and taking up the collection. And th
Post & Telegraph man (remember him up the pole) 3
ago we had four keen bell ringers. Travis, Zac an
ltds good to see our steeple |light going again af
These past few months we have been blessed to ha
bor n, Rayl ene Waddel |, Lorraine and Lindsay Squi
these cold days, on a few of the services weobve
the service.

August issues in some special preachers from Southland and Otago to our pulpit.

August 4" - Rev.Heather Kennedy of First Church, Invercargill, our Interim Moderator and one of our regul
Stewart Island will hold communion this Sunday. We will then have a pot luck lunch in the manse followed by
General Meeting.

August 11 t - Bruce Fraser, who has been to our church many times and we love his lively down to
earth talks. Bruceds official title is Mission A
wi fe Beverley | ove Stewart I sland and she makes g

August 18 th - Rev Ivan Smith is a retired Presbyterian Minister who resides in Nightcaps. He has
worked as a Minister and in the Mines. His wife, Pat, is a journalist for the Southland Times. They are
part of the congregation who meet regularly for worship at Ohai.

August 25 th - Rev John Gullick is currently the minister of Riversdale Waikaia Parish. He runs regular
Discipleship Training events in the Riversdale area, and they have a regular outreach to dairy workers,
especially during the busy weeks of calving in August. The Riversdale Parish also runs an Early

Childhood Development Unit and have used the old Manse for this purpose.

Church remains open daily so come in and enjoy it
Church services: every Sunday, starting at 11la. m.
ot c

r
Prayer Circl e: iel2erny oSataur daye 1lhlo:ne0 of Cor al Hot

nd
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DOC Spot Submitted by Sharon Pasco, Programme Manager Community Relations / Field Centre Supervisor

Decline in Kiwi at Mason Bay

Earlier this year a team of a team of seven people and four certified kiwi dogs arrived on Stewart Island / Rakiura to
monitor Kiwi in a study that is undertaken every five years at Mason Bay. The results of that monitoring have now been
made available and reveal that between the 2nd and 14th of February 2013, the team caught 26 Stewart Island Tokoeka

(Apteryx australis lawryi) in a 125 ha area near ©6The Hon

v

first time, including three obvious juveniles or subadults. Three of the 26 birds had been banded between 1988 and 1991,
when Rogan Colbourne studied the biology of Stewart Island Tokoeka, and seven birds were known to have been alive in
November 1993 at the start of this
long-term monitoring study.

From plotting the locations of cap-
tures, radio -tagged birds, sightings
and calling birds, and birds seen on
camera traps set at two locations,
the team estimated that there were
11 occupied territories in February
2013 compared with 17 territories

in the same area in November 1993,
and 13 territories in 2008. This loss
of 35% of territories in 19.25 years
represents a decline of 2.23% per
year. Although harder to quantify
during a rapid survey like this, the
mean group size has remained mod-
erately stable at a minimum of 2.24
0 2.73 adult birds per territory over
the five surveys. The minimum

adult population has declined at an
average rate of 1.34% per annum, or
23% in the past two decades. If the
generation time of Stewart Island
Tokoeka is taken to be 15 years,
then the decline observed in the
study area represents a decline of 46 -64% in three generations (45 years). This would mean that the taxon is correctly
treated as O6Nationally Vulnerabled, if the study site |

The rapid decline in the number of territories was unexpected, because there are no stoats, ferrets or pigs on Stewart
Island, and dogs are absent from this part of the island. Possums only very rarely kill kiwi, usually when fighting for
burrow ownership, but cats kill juvenile kiwi up to about a year old. Harriers, the only natural predator present, would

take only kiwi chicks if out during daylight hours. The potential impact of cats on kiwi populations may have been un-
derestimated in the past, but equally, the dramatic decline may be associated with major habitat changes as the study
area regenerates from rough farmland to a mix of tussock, flax, and manuka scrubland. The decline that the team ob-
served may not be typical of the Stewart Island population as a whole. Therefore, a new long -term monitoring site has
been established since early 2011 in forest habitat near Port Adventure, on the eastern side of Stewart Island. This will
be revisited at 5 -yearly intervals to see if group size and territory density is more stable in forest habitat that is also in-
habited by feral cats.

The copy of the report is available at the Stewart Island DOC office, for anyone interested in reading the full report.

Other items in brief:

DOC restructuring - Appointments to senior positions in the Department continue to be made, with the recent an-
nouncement that Lou Sanson (currently Chief Executive of Antarctica New Zealand but who many will know from his

days as Southland Conservator) has been appointed to the new position of Deputy Director ~ -General, Conservation Part-
nerships, based in Wellington. Louds appointment mea-ns
Sout hland Conservators, as Kevin OO0 CdeneralConkeovatidnsSerticese Werwill
endeavour to keep the community informed as more appointments are made public, particularly for positions closely as-
sociated with the island.

Million dollar milestone achieved - Congratulations go to the Morgan Foundation for taking out the Conservation
Award for outstanding new initiative at the recent Southland Environment and Conservation Awards for its campaign to
raise $1 million towards the eradication of mice from Antipodes Island. In receiving this award on behalf of the Founda-
tion, Jo and Gareth Morgan were happy to announce that the $1m target for this project has been met. Congratulations
also go to the Southland Branch of the New Zealand Deerstalkers Association, also named finalists for this award for
their efforts to combat gorse around the southern area of Mason Bay.
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(Continued on page 12)
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(MOUNTAIN BIKING Continued from page 11)

and I nvercargill Brewery have a gold coin for a pee
Kath to come and shout escchr dginng WHOOP WHOOPS

Kath is in and Heidi is off. Whil e Hei di is out w
feel s. We try to eat andgdr. | s e
hubby Gl enn and kids Sama e
to cheer her on, she arri ed
with stories of a coupl e e
time on single track for ma ¢
in a good time and stil
My turn again, of f into fa st
time around and | found a c
end girls are cheering : [
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10:i3@in, hail, snow, thunder and | ightning it wi]/l
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Thank you for making our wedding day so special.

We would like to thank everyone
who helped and took part in our
wedding celebrations. We had a
wonderful time and we hope you
did too. A very big thank you to
Sue and lan, Buzz and Judy,
Margaret, Jon, Squizzy, and
Gwen for the wonderful way the
service was carried out. Rosie
thank you fi the cake was
spectacular and it almost
outshone my wedding dress!
Rob you played a marvellous
selection of music that had

everyone up and
dancing and a few
complaining of
aching limbs the
next day! And
Greg i thank
you for capturing
everything on
camera so we can
share our magical
day with family

Ll members who

2N were unable to

attend. Vickster

million thank God.

To everyone else who contributed to
our big day fi thank you, thank
you, thank you! This really is a very
special place to live, made even
more special by the people who live
here.

Mona & Lorry

you



