
  

 

Tēnā koutou! Nau mai ki Te Wiki o 
te Reo Māori, welcome to Maori 
Language Week. Te kaupapa o 
tēnei tau: Te Reo i te Kāinga. The 
theme for this year is Maori lan-
guage in the home. I apologise for 
what is possibly quite poor gram-
mar. Check out the websites on pg 
16 for cool phrases, whakatauki 
(proverbs) and useful words. 
 

This month, we all celebrated 660 
years in honour of 11 Islanders, 
who roared their way through a 
fantastic weekend. Happy Birth-
day to the Roaring 48ers. Photos 
on pg 8 & 9. The word around 
town is that the party was remi-
niscent of the great parties of 
yore and definitely worth repeating… annually!   
 

In the meantime, Stewart Island seniors (and señora’s)
celebrated the chance to get together over lunch with a 
delicious midwinter feast at the South Seas Hotel, more 
details and photos on pg 3. 
 

Congratulations to Matt, Clare and Luc Langley, who are 
celebrating the arrival of baby Leo; Diddle and Squirt, 
celebrating getting married; celebrations are due for 
Heath and Liz, who were engaged just in time for the 
news, and Mattie and Jolene who were also engaged this 
month. 
 

Don't miss celebrating the Stewart Island Singles Ball, 
coming up on August 23rd—make sure you have your ticket 
and tux - and Sirocco the Kakapo is due here in Septem-
ber; make the most of his visit for your 
business. Add www.kakapoencounter.com 
as a link to your website. 
 

Batten down the hatches, Stewart Island, 
we’re due for a bit of a breeze this 
month, with the good ‘ol Aussies whip-
ping up a tropical system, which means 
Easterlies are headed our way. Tie down 
the tunnel house, fasten the roofing and 
put Toto in the cyclone cellar, there’s a 
bit more to come yet.   

As well as apologising on behalf of all Aussies (current and 
ex-pat) for the weather, I would like to apologise for 
those who missed out on Stewart Island News last month, 
due to the low numbers printed. It’s always a guesstimate 
and occasionally I am wrong. Too many SINs and we’re out 
of pocket, not enough, and we’re out of favour. If you 
would like to secure a guaranteed SIN, please send us the 
form on the back of this issue for your subscription. If you 
need to put your subscription on hold for any reason, just 
send us an e-mail or give us a call.  
 

*Of special note* there will not be a Stewart Island News 
in August, due to a late July-August issue.  
We’ll see you in September. 
 

Noho ora mai rā.  

Bula!! 
 

The Brown Family went to Fiji for some family time 
in the sun. Paula re-tells the fun of airports, air-
planes, waking up to the sun, sand and surf out-
side the hotel window, kava pounding, kava drink-
ing, shark diving and so much more. 

July - August 2008                                     $2.50 

STEWART ISLAND NEWS 
WHAKANUIA RAKIURA 

Inside this issue:  

The Call 2 

Hoffman Challenge 10 

Oban Globetrotter 4 

Permaculture 6 

Raro Retreat 11 

Roaring 48ers! 8 

Senior’s mid-winter 3 

And much more!!  

Nā tō rourou, nā 
taku rourou ka ora 
ai te iwi  
With your food basket 
and my food basket  
the people will thrive 

The Roaring 48ers (and everyone else in town) celebrated 60 years in style! 

SIN PRICES HAVE GONE UP TO $2.50 each. 
For now, subs remain at $2.oo plus postage  
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Down, but not Out 
By Jim Watt 
 

The other night (mid July2008) SKY History Channel 
broadcast a programme on the Sinking of the TIRPITZ.  
This huge German battle-fortress, with 3 inch thick decks 
lurked from bases in the Norwegian fiords. Through the 
early 1940’s its intimidating presence posed problems for 
the Arctic convoys from Britain to Archangel in their sup-
port of the Russians. It also thinned the resource that could 
be deployed in protecting the Atlantic convoys to Britain 
from America.  For Churchill and the Royal Navy, TIRPITZ 
was a huge problem.  It had to be destroyed.  The problem 
was that the Germans knew full well that it would be tar-
geted. They took every precaution. The ship was sparingly 
deployed at sea, and in the fjords both submarine nets and 
smoke machines on the surrounding slopes were used to 
great effect. 
 

This well researched and excellently presented documen-
tary detailed many of the British attempts to get rid of the 
menace. Air strikes, human-guided torpedoes – nothing 
was successful.  Even 617 Squadron (‘The Dam Busters’) 
with new special Barnes Wallace designed ‘Tallboy’ 
bombs, and attacking from an old Russian base near Arch-
angel only got one hit, but failed to deliver a death blow. 
The end was to finally come in Tronso in November 1944 
when the Royal Navy managed to get a last crack before 
the Arctic winter using huge explosives under the ship at 
her weakest point! 
 

Well, that’s not a Stewart Island ship story, is it?   
Not exactly!    
 
But how 
about this…. 

In July 1944 the TIRPITZ was apparently in Kafjord (70°N) 
while in adjacent Altafjord lay the commandeered oil carrier 
C.A.LARSEN.  During an air raid on the TIRPITZ , the 
C.A.LARSEN  was targeted and was sunk.  The latter, 
however, was able to be later salvaged and refitted. She 
was sold in November 1945 to Anton von der Lippe of 
Tonsburg, Norway, was renamed ANTARCTIC, and ‘sailed 
on’ until final scrapping in Hamburg in1954. 
 

The Stewart Island connection is that C.A.LARSEN had 
‘touched bottom’  in Paterson Inlet sixteen years earlier. 
She was the second whale factory to come here in the 
1920s, the Ross Sea Whaling Company having estab-
lished a repair base for the catchers at Kaipipi Shipyard 
(known today as The Whaler’s Base). Between 1926 and 
1930, she entered Paterson Inlet eight times, seven of 
them in style!  
 

On 21 February 1928, C.A.LARSEN was preparing to en-
ter Paterson Inlet when she was carried on to the Whero 
rocks by the tide. Suffering hull damage she managed to 
get off, and was deliberately stranded in the shallow water 
between Native and Ulva Island. She was later partially 
unloaded in Big Glory. In April 1928 she managed to get 
herself to dry dock in Port Chalmers where repairs were 
made. 

More on the C.A. Larson and her first encounter with the 
sea floor is Jim’s ‘Kaipipi Shipyard’ book. 

THE CALL 
 

The call came at 9.30pm, one cold, 
wet Saturday night as I was watching 
the England v New Zealand test.  
 

Should I respond?  
 

Yes, I had asked to be called.  
 

I grabbed a torch, pushed my feet 
into gum boots, scrambled into my 
raincoat, no time to button up, just 
held it close and set off into the dark 
night. I saw the turn off, hurried 
down the path, trying to be quiet, 
and not to fall over. The light from 
the Kitchen window illuminated the 
way and I met up with my caller, 
heart pumping, breath laboured.  
 

We set off peering into the bush, 
stopping, listening, for about 15 min-
utes.   

 

Nothing. 
 

Ah well. That is the way it goes some-
times. 
 

I trudged, head down, despondently 
back the way I had come. Suddenly I 
felt something brush in front of me, I 
switched on the torch and there he /
she was, scuttling along the edge of 
the road, I was trans-
fixed. He/she stopped, 
looked back, fossicked, 
and then off into the 
night, he/she went.  
 

I was so thrilled and 
walked home on air or 
so it felt like! 
At long last I had seen 
our “Kiwi”. Every one 
else seems to have 

seen “Rooney’s” Kiwi but me. I had 
heard them over the last 20 years, 
seen their marks on the lawn and in 
the garden, but no sightings. 
 

So thank you Sandra King for remem-
bering me, calling me and finally giv-
ing me a wonderful moment. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

We also had another caller in 
March, a Robin, a first also, in 
the time we have been here. 
So do not despair, if you get 
the call, go, you never know 
what may be in store for you. 
 
By Margaret Rooney 

C.A.Larson deliberately stranded in Paterson Inlet between 
Ulva Isl and Native Isl. 21 Feb 1928 photo: Otago Harbour Board 

C.A. Larson 
was salvaged 
and refitted, 
renamed 
Antarctic and 
thus sailed 
on. 
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Clear and Listening 
By Kari Beaven 
 

Step away from today, for a moment.  
Imagine that EPIRBs are not accessi-
ble to the general public; that the 
soothing beep of a mobile phone’s 
new message just doesn’t exist. Take 
yourself back to a time when most of 
the fishermen around turned their ra-
dio off when not in use, to quieten the 
incessant crackle and hiss of an open 
airway, so that even though you might 
be a few short miles apart, out of sight 
means almost out of touch. 
 

Now imagine you and your boat need 
help, fast.  
 

Maureen and Ted Jones were wel-
come voices in response to any radio 
call. Their years were spent greeting 
each and every boat with messages or 
a ready ear. They announced the 
weather and warnings to eager, listen-
ing ears and kept note of where each 
boat was headed. If anyone missed 
their radio call, Maureen and Ted were 
asking ’why?’ and to many wives and 
families, that dedication made the dif-
ference in a new and sometimes 
nerve-wrecking environment. 
 

The Fisherman’s Association threw an 
afternoon tea this month to celebrate 

Maureen and Ted’s dedication, and 
Hillary Allison from the Orangi Kau-
papa trust stepped forward to give 
Maureen a token of gratitude in hers 
and Ted’s 
honour, from 
those who 
have braved 
the southern 
seas over the 
years.  
 

Those pre-
sent spoke 
not only of 
Maureen and 
Ted’s reliabil-
ity but also of 
their cheeki-
ness, which kept difficult times fun, 
their willingness to pass on any mes-
sages, (including coded secrets), to 
phone ahead of a boat arriving home - 
those were the most welcome mes-
sages of all -, and of the number of 
opportunities to ‘get away from it all’ 
that they must have passed up in all 
that time, so that the airways might 
stay open. 
 

The Orangi Kaupapa trust was 
launched in 1987 as a way to give 
back to a country which had been gen-
erous to its benefactors. The focus of 

the awards are people who have been 
innovative in their recognition of a 
need within a community and coura-
geous in stepping forward to fulfil that 

need. Hillary said 
that one of the 
great pleasures 
leading up to the 
afternoon tea 
was the number 
of people who 
expressed their 
delight with the 
trust’s  choice of 
recipient. 
 

Maureen has 
been instructed 
that the ’token of 

gratitude’ associated with her award is 
strictly for herself and while it’s tempt-
ing to put it to a need she sees within 
her community work, she must choose 
a personal goal to indulge.   
 

Congratulations Maureen, and thanks 
to the Orangi Kaupapa trust, those 
fishermen who nominated Maureen, 
the Fishermen’s Association who ar-
ranged the afternoon tea, Gwen 
Neave, the others who quietly go 
about making sure islanders like Mau-
reen are celebrated, and all those who 
came to celebrate the day. 

Mid-Winter Lunch for ‘Over 60’s’ 
 

It has been a very long time since I’ve 
walked into a room to a chorus of 
“Hey, you’re not old enough to be in 
here!”  
God Bless the Stewart Island seniors. 
 

The annual mid-winter lunch for 
‘those island residents whose age has 
surpassed 60 years’ was held last 
week, with thirty-three people turn-
ing up to share many laughs, a sus-
penseful raffle-draw and some warm 
winter kai at the South Seas Hotel. 
 

The day was a combined effort from 
many people, Garth Barnesdale ar-
ranged prizes for the raffle and 

helped with ticket sales, Jill and Rich-
ard  (Ship to Shore) and Vicki Coates 
donated prizes and grants were raised 
to  cover most of the lunch costs. The 
Stewart Island Sunday Night Quiz tin 
was suddenly too heavy to carry 
around last week, thus the contents 
were donated to the cause to be used 
to best effect (this suggestion raised 
a chorus of cheers and table-thumps 
from quiz-goers and made all the dif-
ference for some lunch guests). 
 

Jenny Gell presented a wonderful 
speech, thanking those who had 
helped make the day a success, in-
cluding Wendy Hallett, for kindly 
writing Jenny’s speech!  
 

Still, Jenny, Ewan and Wendy agreed 
the greatest difficulty wasn’t the 
venue, dates or 
speeches, it was in 
delicately inviting all 
those who they 
thought would be 
over 60 years old. 
There is an artful bal-
ance between non-
offence, through be-
ing too generous with 
the invites, and the 

other side of that fence, ‘forgetting’ 
someone who seems far too young in 
that sliding scale between memory 
and reality. 

 

As Peter pointed 
out, Islanders 
will always 
seem more 
youthful than 
their number, 
with living here 
a natural cure 
for feeling your 
age. 

The young senior’s (and Señora’s) table 

Pat King won a night out in style The second of the three young tables 

Hillary Alison personally delivers Maureen’s gift 
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Bula!!!!! 
 

I am sure 
everyone 
in the Bay 

knew we were going to Fiji.  Between 
Barns and I, I think we slipped it in to 
every conversation we had.   
 

“How are you today”.   
“Great, but we will be better when 
we get to Fiji”.   
 

“Would you like a coffee?”.   
“Yes please, Fiji”.   
 

Well, you get the picture. 
 

It’s a bit of an adventure flying with 
three children.  We left the Island a 
few days early so we could avoid the 
ferry, plane, plane, plane scenario.   
Good thinking on our behalf.  We just 
had to do the plane, plane, plane 
thing.  Inv-ChCh was great.  The kids 
were so excited.  ChCh-Akld, not so 
great.  At Auckland we were meeting 
a friend who is always at least ½ hour 
late, so the time we spent waiting for 
her we should have been checking in.  
Then it came to checking in with 3 
tired hungry kids.   
 

Taxes to pay, McDonalds to eat, and 
we have discovered that International 
(or national) flights don’t run on Is-
land time. Luckily New Zealand is a 
very small 
place and we 
banged into 
Globetrotter 
Barry Rhodes at 
the airport and 
he did a little 
running around 
after us. Cus-
toms was fun.  
Trying to keep 
two tired kids 
in one place to 
smile sweetly 
at the customs 
man…… near 
impossible.   
Trying to keep 
two tired chil-
dren from running through the mag-
netic ‘you are carrying metal’ buzzy 
thingy……. Impossible.   Akld-Fiji, “oh 
Muuuummmmmm, not another air-
plane”.  “Just get on the (insert ex-
pletive) plane and shut it”. 
 

On the plane they put us in the front 
row.  Travelling with children usually 

means a seat in the “family section” 
or in lay-man’s terms, as far back in 
the plane as possible.  The front row 
is a different kettle of fish.  For a 
start the TV is right in front of you 
and every time you stand up you can 
hear the passengers heave a sigh.  
Also the engines sound like they 
are not going from the front of 
the plane.  Not good for the 
anxious flyer.    
 

We thought the kids would 
sleep. We thought wrong.   
 

They spent the whole time 
watching the little triangle (like 
on the TV on the ferry) making 
its way towards Fiji.   
“LOOK….. ITS STEWIT  
I’LIN………. LOOK ITS 
PEEEEEGGGGGEEEE”  
(that’s Trae). 
“I’M GONNA SEE A COCONUT 
TREE…. I’M GONNA SEE A CO-
CONUT TREE (that’s Kyla).   
Lucky they are cute.  While the movie 
was on they would jump on the chairs 
and the people behind us would 
heave a sigh.  We got to Fiji early 
thank goodness.  We started to learn 
pretty quickly that Fiji time is very 
similar to Stewart Island time, and 
Fijian’s like to joke about being can-
nibals. 
 

We took a 
lovely air-
conditioned 
van to the 
Fijian Shan-
gri La re-
sort.  It was 
dark so we 
couldn’t see 
anything, 
but the kids 
slept.  After 
11 hours of 
travelling 
they decide 
to sleep in 
the last 
hour.  Mur-
phy’s Law 

huh!  The in-laws who arrived in the 
next day or two weren’t so lucky.  
The father-in-law’s taxi was so bad 
that the muffler fell off when it went 
over a judder bar.   
If they weren’t the in-laws I may have 
felt bad for them. 
 

The first morning I opened the cur-

tains and told the kids to go and look 
outside.  The looks on the kids’ faces 
was priceless and watching our chil-
dren playing on the beach at 7.30 in 
the morning in their PJs was worth 
every minute of the previous day.  I 
felt like I was in paradise. 

 

We hired a babysitter for every after-
noon we were there.  Our babysitter 
was the most beautiful lady called 
Mela.  She was fantastic, and anyone 
who is thinking of taking children to 
Fiji, get a babysitter.  The kids 
adored her.  She would get Kate to 
sleep for me every afternoon and 
every night in about 2 minutes when 
it was taking me hours.  The most 
wonderful thing about Mela though, 
was the evenings I spent just talking 
to her.  I learned more about the Fi-
jian people and culture in a few hours 
with her than I ever would have oth-
erwise.  She also made me very curi-
ous about life in a Fijian Village. 
 

We went on a Village Tour with a 
wonderful man, Paul.  The tour left 
15 mins late (Fiji Time).  We took the 
nieces as well (both 9).  We went to 
Cuvu School (said Thuvu).  The school 
is soooo incredibly different to NZ 
schools.  Mostly it was so much 
darker, but then who needs big win-
dows in the hot Fijian sun!!!!  We 
then went on a bush walk.  We were 
shown traditional medicinal plants 
and also tasted a few.  They were 
disgusting, but I have to give the kids 
credit, they all tried it.  Everyone on 
the tour though spent the next 15 or 
so minutes spitting and trying to get 
the green flecks from their teeth. We 
were also shown plants that the Fiji-
ans use for everyday things like rope.   

Paula, Clint, 
Kyla, Trae & baby Kate 
Brown went to Fiji this 

year for some family fun. 

ban lobetrotter   off-Island Adventures. 
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On to the village and I couldn’t be-
lieve how these people live.  They 
have nothing, well what we would 
consider nothing.  But they have to be 
some of the happiest people on earth.  
Apparently, Tony Robbins (you know 
the guy the Memphis Meltdown advert 
takes-off) thought he knew the mean-
ing of happiness until he went to Fiji.   
 

I was really blown away by the kind-
smiling people in the village.  Maybe 
they were so kind cause we had the 
money in our pockets.  But I asked 
Mela and she was telling me how it’s 
their custom to welcome people into 
their homes and it’s considered rude 
not to.   

 

In the village we were shown how the 
people use the coconut plant.  We 
were also invited into a church, some-
thing I realised was very important to 
the Fijian people.  We took some 
chocolate bars for the kids.  When we 
pulled them out I am sure children 
materialised from walls.  They hon-
estly came out of nowhere! 
 

We were invited into Paul’s home 
were we drank Kava and were given a 
traditional Fijian welcome.  It was 
really wonderful. Their children all 
sat around, and our children all sat 
around.  They jumped on the bed to-
gether.  The played together, they 
drank Kava together (even Kate was 
into the Kava).  I loved watching their 
children play with our children.  
These people lived in a one-bedroom 
house with no glass in the windows, 
no running water, no oven, but the 
children didn’t care.  The acceptance 
of each other in a child’s world is so 
beautiful and pure and non judge-
mental.  Its something we as adults 
should try and emulate. 
The next day we went shark div-
ing……….. LOVED  LOVED  LOVED IT! 

I thought I would be nervous.  I hadn’t 
dived since before getting pregnant 
with Kyla.  I also thought I might be a 
bit nervous of the sharks.  I got in and 
felt instantly at home.  I was a little 
nervous when I got down the rope a 
little and couldn’t see Clint.  I am 
used to having him beside me when I 
dive.  I got to the bottom and could-
n’t see him and started to get a bit 
nervous.  I looked up though and saw 
him, arms and legs out, sun shining 
through him, floating down to the 
bottom of the ocean.  He was there 
beside  me in no time.   
 

Oh my goodness, the sharks.  I wasn’t 
a little bit nervous at all.  The sharks 

were amazing.  They 
were the black and 
white tipped reef sharks.  
There must have been 
about 50 of them and 
they were just majestic.  
Clint and I just adore 
sharks and we were right 
in our element.  The rest 
of the dive was spent 
looking at the reef.  I 
did get to stroke a Moray 
Eel.  It felt way different 
to what I thought it 
would.  Kind squishy al-
most.   I must go diving 
more often.   

It’s a shame its so frigging 
cold here. 
 

Kyla turned 5 on the 3rd 
June.  We had planned to 
go to Robinson Crusoe Is-
land that day but it was 
raining.  So we spent the 
day in the pool and at the 
beach.  She had a brilliant 
day and I am sure she will 
never forget her 5th birth-
day.  Apparently we are 
taking Trae to Falaska 
(Alaska) for his.  Jill, you 
need to sell us that winning 
ticket!!!!! 
 

Eammon  Ganley told us to 
go to Tom Lus for a meal.  
So we decided to go for a 
walk to check it out.  On the way we 
heard the sound of the pounding of 
Kava.  I yelled out “BULA, you guys 
pounding Kava”.  “BULA BULA… yeah, 
Kava”.   Yay, so we went and had a 
look.   
 

Turns out there was a wedding that 
day.  An Aussie marrying a Fijian and 
these guys (there was about 30 of 
them) were the getting the Kava 

ready.  They let me have a go at 
pounding the Kava.  Then we got pho-
tos.  We had such a laugh with them.  
We then went to Tom Lus.  I was 
ready to book but Clint talked me out 
of it.  When we got out he told me 
there was a rat climbing up the wires 
at the back of the restaurant.  After 
seeing a rat we just couldn’t do it.  So 
over priced resort food for us. 
 
We went to Robinson Crusoe Island.  
What a blast.  If you want to go to Fiji 
and have fun in a boozy backpacker 
sort of way then I suggest you stay 
there.  And the guys that work there 
are HOT!!!!!!!   
 

When we got there, there was a choir 
(6 or so people with a guitar) singing 
on the beach.  When they said choir 
for some reason I imagined a proper 
choir, like little boys in a catholic 
church.  Now I realise how silly that 
was, but I really expected a proper 
choir.  When the boat pulled up onto 
the beach a warrior came running on 
to each boat.  The kids thought it was 
great.  We got a photo taken with one 
of them and when we left Trae said 
“bye bye Weekend Warrior” (the 
name on our boat) and Kyla said, 
“Mum that’s not a Warrior, a warrior 
wears a black jersey”.   
 

While on the Island we got to see a 
coconut demo.  Kyla got a styli coco-
nut handbag that customs confiscated 
(the customs guy was a real geek and 
I am sure he just does it to be evil 
cause he was picked on at school.  Or 
maybe there is a small bio-security 
risk...) 
 
Continued on page 8 
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continued from pg 5 
 
We also got to watch traditional 
dance (hot guys in skirts).  Kate 
also got “stolen” by a couple of 
Fijian ladies and had her first 
taste of Coke (thankfully she 
didn’t like it). 
 
 On the boat on the way back 
the same ladies were feeding 
the coke and chips to Kyla and 
Trae.  Robinson Crusoe was awe-
some.  Well worth it. 
 
There is so much more I could  
say, but my fingers hurt now.   
The summary: (bet you’re your bummed 
now cause you’ve already read all the 
other stuff) 
∗ the resort was nice 
∗ the sun was warm,  
∗ the water was warm,  
∗ the people were amazing,  
∗ we had an AWESOME time.   
∗ Oh and we saw Caroline Squires.  So 

that’s two Stewart Islanders between 
Auckland and Fiji. 

PERMACULTURE   PRESENTATION 
By Raylene Waddell 
 

The last weekend of June, the Guyton family from Riverton 
arrived on the Island to explain and demonstrate the ad-
vantages and techniques of permaculture.  Robert and 
Robyn have been living the good (permaculture) life for 
over 20 years.  The Stewart Island Garden Circle had 
invited them to come and conduct a seminar but such is 
the generosity of spirit of Robert and Robyn that they spent 
the entire weekend teaching, demonstrating, visiting indi-
vidual gardens and entertaining us in style. 

 

Robert and 
Robyn are 
members of 
SCES – South 
Coast Environ-
mental Society.  
They help man-
age the Soci-
ety’s Environ-
ment Centre in 
Riverton, a fa-
cility used by 
10 local groups 
as a base.  In-

cluded in the Society’s aims is the Open Orchard Project 
– a plan to reintroduce a range of healthy Heritage fruit 
trees into Southland communities. 
 

The weekend kicked off with a visit to the school on Friday 
afternoon.  While Robert did his thing with clay and seeds 
(see the report from our special correspondent, Meg 
Kenny), his son Adam played his tin whistle and fiddle, not 
both instruments at the same time of course!  Little hands 

and feet were kept 
busy, hands rolling 
seeds into clay and 
feet tapping out a 
lively rhythm.  Come 
spring, sunflower 
seedlings could be 
“bursting out all 
over!” 
 

In the evening 
Robert, Robyn and 
Adam held a seminar at the Fire Station.  The organisers 
held their breath, wondering if anyone would come out on 
a cold Friday night!  By 7.30 p.m. a goodly number of ea-
ger would-be gardeners had turned up and were treated to 
a fascinating session illustrated by excellent photography.  
Permaculture, we were told, is a holistic, self-sustaining 
approach to food production.  But it is much more.  Not 
only is the environment nurtured along with all potential 
food sources but the community which practises permacul-
ture techniques is strengthened by the mutual sharing of 
knowledge, resources and bountiful produce.  There is a 
strong emphasis on harnessing the power of sun and wind 
and maximising water and soil retention, always with an 
eye to avoiding eco-hostile products inside the house and 
outside.  Weeds are plants you don’t yet appreciate! 
 

Questions abounded and folk lingered on, keen to line up 
visits to their gardens.  Special thanks to Jed and his fire-
fighting team for providing such a comfortable venue and 
to Sharon Pasco, who after a busy week in Invercargill 
looking after teenage kakapo, turned out to help us with 
the Dept. of Conservation digital projector.  The gold coin 
entrance fee raised $80.00 for Halfmoon Bay School. 

SEED  BALLS! 
by Special Correspondent, Meg Kenny,  
7 1/2 yrs 
 

We made seed balls at school on Friday, 27th 
June with Robert Guyton.  We made them with 
clay and sunflower seeds.  We squeezed the 
clay for a few seconds.  Then we pushed the 
seeds inside, making sure they’re in the mid-
dle.  Then you roll the clay with your seed in-
side with your hands.  You lay it on your left 
hand, then put your right hand on top.  Move 
the right hand around in circles and there you 
have your seed ball.  You could make 30 out 
of one big bowl.  It’s very, very fun.  You could 
try it at home. 

We got back to the Airport on Fiji  
time and luckily got our flight on time.  
We were the only international flight 
to land in Christchurch that day.  So at 
1am on my 32nd birthday I was getting 
of a plane, into the snow, wearing a 
Singlet and skirt wrapped in an Air 
New Zealand blanket. 
 
Fiji was awesome.  Would we go back?  
Yes, tomorrow……… Oh, but next time 
we wont take the in- laws.  
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Continued from pg 8 
Saturday morning saw a bunch of would-be orchardists at 
Ringaringa, surveying Gavin Ferguson’s apple trees.  
Gavin would be the first to admit 
that previous pruning had been 
rough and ready, of the ‘chain 
saw and oops!’ variety, when the 
felling of other trees had im-
pacted directly on said apple 
trees.  Gavin’s hens were 
treated to a close-up view of the 
chop, as Robert and Robyn vied 
with each other to suggest opti-
mum pruning -  which tended to 
equate to maximum pruning.  
Hope we didn’t put your hens off 
the lay, Gavin!  And thanks for the venue. Fantastic views! 
 

Saturday afternoon we headed to Rosie Squires’ home.  
Rosie had volunteered her as-yet-undeveloped veggie gar-
den as a teaching aid.  Method and methodology were dis-
cussed, including the advantages of retaining the nutrient-
rich benefits of grey water and (hypothetical!) composting 
toilets on site.  Lively and pungent views were expressed 
on both sides of the debate!  Then we were set loose on 
Rosie’s garden, to prowl, prod and prospect. The weather 
turned sour.  What a welcome relief it was to head back 
inside to Rosie’s cosy lounge and give her the benefit of 
our observations.  Her head must have been in a whirl from 
all our helpful (?) suggestions. 
 

Still at Rosie’s, we discussed the benefits and the princi-
ples of successful composting, summed up in A.D.A.M. – 
Aeration, Diversity, Aliveness, Moisture.  For the practical 
session, some basic ingredients– seaweed, chicken ma-
nure and garden worms - had been gathered by hardy Gar-
den Circle veterans but the weather dictated otherwise. 

Never mind, it was a well aerated, diverse, alive and, 
thanks to the rain, moist discussion.  Another version of 
treating kitchen waste, the Bokashi system, was also dem-

onstrated.  The commercial product, Boka-
shi Compost-Zing System ferments kitchen 
waste, promising less odour and decreased 
composting time (about 4 weeks).  It in-
volves the use of two buckets, nested one 
upon the other.  A tight-fitting lid ensures 
anaerobic decomposition and little odour.  
For more information look up 
www.bokashi.co.nz    Thank you, Rosie, for 
the venue and the opportunity to envisage 
starting a garden from a clean slate. 
 

Sunday saw Robert and Robyn dashing 
from garden to garden, identifying fruit trees, advising on 
the siting of veggie plots, gathering plant material for 
propagation.  Just before the ferry left, Robert was spirited 
to yet another garden to gather some cranberry twigs.  He 
promises to return samples of successful propagation to 
the Island. Robert and Robyn are keen promoters of all 
things ecological and have particular expertise in identify-
ing fruit trees and advising on their suitability or otherwise 
for our locality. The Centre sources and sells fruit trees and 
much else. If you would like to establish an orchard or just 
plant an apple tree, you can contact the Guytons at of-
fice@sces.org.nz    Robert and Adam run a Permaculture 
advisory business, Guyton and Guyton.   For further infor-
mation check out www.sces.org.nz 
 

Thank you, Guyton 
Family, for your time 
and expertise.  We 
hope to get you back 
to share more of your 
Permaculture vision. 

Enjoy Watching DVD’s? 
 
So does Sam Sampson. In 
fact, Sam has become quite 
an avid DVD watcher.  
 
If you have any interesting 
DVD’s which you wouldn’t 
mind lending to Sam: natural 
history, science, old movies 
or even new movies you 
think are worth the watch, 
please drop them in to him or 
to Vicki at the pub. Please 
put your name in them so we 
can return them to the right 
person! 
 
Thanks Everyone. 

Mid-winter Work Day for 
Volunteers 
 

On the 21st of June a large group of 
volunteers gathered on the Community 
Centre deck to assemble rat traps for 
the Halfmoon Bay Restoration Project.  

 

It was a 
chance 
for volun-
teers to 
catch up 
with each 
other and 
the pro-

ject, but also to welcome newer 
members of the community to 
the body of volunteers. 
 

The space was alive with conver-
sation, good humour and friend-
ship but also of focussed energy – 
over 100 traps were assembled. 
 

 

Gary Cocker’s scones, warm and fresh 
from the oven, proved a hit with every-
one on the mid-winter afternoon.  

Isle of Glowing Skies 
 

 
Book for Sale $25.oo 

 

 
Contact Elaine Hamilton 

(03) 2191 027 
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 HAPPY BIRTHDA
 
Stewart Islanders and friends were tre
things’ last weekend at the ‘Roaring 4
chefs, laden with muscles…. for the ta
crayfish, fish cakes, pickled cod and m
with happy feet; laughter bouncing aro
that no matter what, this was going to 
 
The treats just kept coming, with a roc
from Kenny Rogers and the Little Rive
sniff) and Ben Harpur!), upstaged only
our, honouring a musical great with sli
band then made up for that by playing
 
Familiar faces kept coming in through
reason to put on the dancing shoes, (f
strait and catch up with friends.  
 
The Community Centre absorbs peop
almost impossible to tell how many we
we were right on the maximum limit, ri
sary to start the party at 4pm, allowing
finish to head home, while the guests 
 
Congratulations on a fantastic night, a
Jack, Ali, Carol, Russell, Bev, Helen, B
Brian. 
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AY TO YOU (ALL) 

eated to ‘a few of our favourite 
8ers ’ 60th birthday party. Brilliant 

able of course, as well as paua, 
much more; a dance-floor packed 
ound the walls and the expectation 
be a good night.  

ckin’ band (who played everything 
er Band to Australian Crawl (sniff 
y by our very own guests of hon-
ightly more up-to-date words. The 

g until 2am! 

the door, with the party a great 
for some) hot-shoe across the 

ple well when it needs to, and it was 
ere there but estimates were that 
ight guys? To do so it was neces-
g those who would need an early 
of honour partied on until Monday.   

and happy birthday: 
Bonnie, Doug, Margaret, Peter and 
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Hoffman Challenge Quilts  
Exhibition and Patchwork  Lessons 
 
A reminder to everyone who is interested, the Exhibi-
tion will take place on Wednesday 13th, classes on 
Thursday 14th & Friday 15th  August in the Pavilion 
Rooms. 

As we are limited with space there 
will be only ten places. These will 
be given to the first in line, with a 
waiting list. The cost will be $40 
each day and will start at 9.30am 
and go to 4.30pm. 
 
Patchwork Lessons 
The class is called Changing 
Shapes and both of these quilts 
could be the quilt that you start 
making. 

The class is versatile 
enough for everyone, begin-
ners and advanced. This is 
a 2 day class, but I would be 
happy for anyone to do a 
one day class on free motion 
quilting instead if they 
wish. Noeline will be bring-
ing fabric etc. from her shop 
to sell. 
For further information on 
the classes, what you are 
required to bring and to enroll please contact Pat King 
2191156, or Margaret Rooney 2191012 

Hoffman Quilt Challenge 
Exhibition 

 

The people of Stewart Island are going 
to have the opportunity of viewing the 
20 Quilts that make up the “2008 Hoff-
man Challenge Quilt Exhibition.” 
 

The Hoffman Challenge is a yearly 
competition for quilt makers.  Each 
competitor purchases one metre of a 
specified fabric from Catlin Quilts, a 
quilt shop in Owaka. They then make 
a quilt that must be smaller than a 
square metre, and it isn’t to be square 
or rectangular. Because the quilts 
aren’t the usual shape, they are quiet 
amazing. There are some stunning 
quilts this year. The fabric that they 
had to use was a large all over print in 
black, cream and red. It was, as usual, 
a Hoffman fabric. Hoffman fabrics are 
well known for their beautiful designs 

on high quality 100% cotton fabric 
made especially for Patchwork. 
 

These Quilts may be seen at the Pavil-
ion, Stewart Is, on the 13th opening at 
12.30pm, and 14 &15th August. 
 

On the 14th and 15th August, also at 
the Pavilion, Noeline Johnston from 
Catlin Quilts in Owaka will be teaching 
a Patchwork Class. Noeline is an ex-
perienced Tutor. She has taught at 
most of the larger Patchwork events 
throughout New Zealand in the last 
eight years, and is beginning to teach 
overseas too now.  
 

At Stewart Is, she is teaching a 2 day 
class called Changing Shape. This 
originally was a mainly design class 
with a little sewing together your own 
original design, but  Noeline now 
adapts this class to suit the people 
taking it. If you are a beginner, she will 

help you draw your pattern and piece 
a very nice wall hanging which is an 
optical illusion of hollow boxes. If you 
are experienced, she will help you 
draw your own unique design and 
piece it. If you can’t manage 2 days, 
she will help you make a sampler of 
free motion quilting patterns. For more 
Information on both of these classes, 
go to her web site  www.quilts.co.nz 
 

During these 3 days, fabric and stock 
from Catlin Quilts will be available to 
purchase. During class time people 
are welcome to come and purchase 
but it may be self service, and visitors 
will need to respect class members. 
 

Noeline is doing similar Exhibitions, 
classes and selling through out the 
South Island. She is going to venues 
where the residents don’t usually get a 
chance to view anything like this. 

Rakiura Museum Survey    
A reminder to all those who have not filled in the Rakiura Museum Survey. We would be very 
grateful if you would complete, and return to the boxes placed in Ship to Shore, Post Office 
and Museum.    
Thank you, Margaret Rooney, Rakiura Museum 

DOC Spot 
 

Not much to report this 
month - the winter months 
are traditionally a time when 
staff take leave accumulated 
during the more tropical 
months.  
 

One of the tasks that we 
have all been doing is sort-
ing through the gear in our 
respective work areas. It has 
become obvious that we are 
hoarders and that our lack of 
storage space is in fact be-
cause we are reluctant to 
get rid of anything that 
“might just be useful one 
day".  Instead of disposing 
of an item when a replace-
ment is purchased, we store 
the old item in the back of a 
cupboard, or tuck it away in 
a corner. No more - we don't 
have the space for keeping 
items that are no longer 
used, so we've decided 
to hold a garage sale / silent 
auction.  
 

We are currently compiling a 
list of items that are no 
longer used or likely to be 

needed and when this is 
complete will advertise a 
day when these will be of-
fered for sale. We're aiming 
for mid-August.  
 

We anticipate that some 
items might generate quite a 
bit of interest from staff as 
well at the public - so to be 
fair to all, these items will 
be offered for sale on the 
day via a silent auction - 
where bidders will have an 
opportunity over a short pe-
riod of time to record 
their offer, then at specified 
time, the auction will close 
and the item sold to the 
highest bidder. 
 

Watch the notice board for 
details of when this sale is to 
take place - you never know 
what bargains you might 
find. Proceeds from the sale 
will be used to purchase 
office shelving. 
 
Finally we just want to wel-
come Leo Langley to the 
DOC 'family' - congratula-
tions to Matt, Clair and Luke. 
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Raro retreat  
by Sharon Pasco 
 
It's not uncommon for Stewart Island-
ers to trade their own island paradise 
for more tropical shores during the 
cold, dark days of winter and as many 
know from personal experience, Raro-
tonga is the perfect place to relax and 
unwind, not to mention soak up the 
sun and cultivate a winter tan.  
 
Two years ago a party of 28 islanders 
and friends flew to Rarotonga to cele-
brate Sue Munro's 60th birthday, while 
4 other islanders also chose that same 
time to visit. This year has also seen a 
number of Stewart Islanders head 
Rarotonga for a winter break and Noel 
and I were lucky enough to be among 
them! (Thank you Dawn, Trev, Buzz, 
Judy, Sprag, Ann and Lisa). 
 
Rarotanga is one of 15 islands and 
coral atolls that together comprise the 
Cook Islands. At 67sq km it is the larg-
est island of the group and home to 
more than half of the population. Its 
economy, like Stewart Island, relies 
heavily on tourism. For me, it had been 
23 years between visits and apart from 
a noticeable increase in the number of 
hotels and resorts, I found little had 
changed. The people are still very 
friendly, the beaches beautiful, the 
water incredibly blue and the snorkel-
ling great. There is an amazing variety 
of fishlife - each time I went snorkelling 
I saw something different.  
 
If your idea of a holiday is exploring 
shopping malls and indulging in a 
whirl-wind of activity then a visit to the 
Cook Islands is probably not for you. 
You can explore all the shops in Ava-
rua, the capital, in less than an hour 
and there aren't many organised activi-
ties to choose from, which means if 
you simply want to spend the day laz-
ing by the pool with a good book or 
taking a dip in the ocean, you can do 
so without any guilt that you might be 
missing out on something. The few 
organised activities that we did were 
well run, well priced and the staff very 
hospitable. 
 
Captain Tama's Lagoon Cruize was, 
as his advertising promised, a memo-
rable day out. A brightly decorated 
wooden bus collected us from our re-
sort and took us to Muri beach where 
we boarded one of two grass-thatched 
canopy, glass-bottomed boats and 
headed out to a part of the lagoon 
which is actually a marine reserve for 
an hour of snorkelling inside the coral 

reef. Those who did not want to snor-
kel were able to see an incredible ar-
ray of tropical fish through the glass 
viewing panel. The boat then motored 
across to Motu Koromiri Island within 
Muri Lagoon where passengers disem-
barked to explore the island or swim 
while the staff prepared a sumptuous 
lunch of barbecued Wahoo, served 
with a variety of salads and crusty 
bread. After lunch we were entertained 
with a demonstration on how to open 
coconuts and extract coconut cream, 
followed by an even more hilarious 
demonstration on how to tie your 
pareau (sarong). According to our 
guide there are 370 different ways. He 
demonstrated a variety of styles for 
women, then chose Noel and Trev to 
model styles more suited to men. He 
had everyone in fits of laughter and 
heading back to the boat one of the 
other passengers said she thought 
Noel and Trev were the highlight of the 
trip! 

 
Another day we all did the Raro Moun-
tain Safari Tour - these tours are in the 
back of a Landrover, which take you 
around the back-roads and up to some 
of the high points on the island. You 
get great views of the island and an 
interesting commentary on all aspects 
of life on Rarotonga. This trip also fin-
ished with a barbecue lunch on the 
beach. 
 
I was keen to do Pa's Mountain Walk 
which is guided trek across the island, 
despite it being advertised as a strenu-
ous hike, which didn't appeal to the 
others. I'm glad I wasn't put off - it was 
a great experience, starting in a lush 
valley on one side of the island then 
climbing steadily up 400m to the base 
of the Needle, a large ceremonial 

stone carved by ancient Polynesians, 
before dropping down the other side 
and following a mountain stream to 
Wigmore's waterfall, which is the 
source of the island's main water sup-
ply. The trek reminded me a lot of the 
track down Adam's Hill into Doughboy 
Bay - just not as muddy! 
 
We had two glorious weeks on holiday 
- but we could easily have stayed an-
other two. The island is very easy to 
explore. Two buses run around the 
island every hour during the day time - 
the clockwise bus departing from Ava-
rua on the hour and the anti-clockwise 
bus on the half-hour. Motor scooters 
are also another very cheap to hire 
and if you've always wanted to drive a 
convertible - then Rarotonga is the 
place - most of the rental cars are con-
vertibles. The one Trev, Dawn, Sprag 
and we hired was a racy little blue VW 
model.  There's also a lot of choice 
when it comes to eating out. The sea-
food is scrumptious and the prices are 
good. And I haven't even started on 
the cocktails! Our group all had a drink 
at Trader Jacks in memory of Neville 
King on the first day and last day of 
our holiday. 
 
Next time I visit Rarotonga (there will 
definitely be a next time!) I would like 
to visit some of the outer islands. 
Sprag spent three days this visit on 
Mauke Island and on a previous trip 
visited Atiu. I have also heard that Ai-
tutaki has the most beautiful coral reef 
in all of the pacific. 
 

Thank you Dawn, Trev, Buzz, Judy, 
Sprag, Ann and Lisa - you're great 
travel companions. 
 

For further information on the Cook 
Islands visit their official visitor website 
www.cook-islands.com 

Reasons to speak: 
 

On average, one language 
perishes every two weeks. 
 
‘Language represents 
breathtakingly intricate 
beauty, aesthetic and in-
tellectual wealth, con-
tained within the invisi-
ble folds of sound.  
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 Yellow-eyed Penguin Trust 
 

A couple of months ago I reported on the 
de-brief meeting for the Stewart Island 
yellow-eyed penguin (yep) monitoring 
project, and that the outcome was the 
decision that we need to repeat a popu-

lation census of yeps on the Island. When this census 
would take place was to be dependant on how quickly the 
Trust could raise funds. We are therefore very pleased to 
say that just over half of the amount required is in the 
bank, and are very grateful to DOC which has promised to 
underwrite the shortfall, and to provide all the logistical 
support. This includes all the boat transport (a big cost), 
staff time (another big cost), use of huts and facilities, loan 
of gear and field equipment.  This means that the census 
can go ahead next summer, starting in November.   
 

Recapping, the key findings from our recent five-year study 
were: 
1) breeding success of birds in our monitored area on 
Stewart Island (the Anglem coast from Long Harry to Bun-
garee) has been consistently low over five years of study, 
2) predation of chicks is not responsible for the low breed-
ing success, 
3) starvation and disease are the main causes of chick 
death,  
3) the number of breeding pairs in this area has declined 
by 50% since 1999, but 
4) breeding success on nearby monitored islands has fluc-
tuated within normal levels, and the numbers of breeding 
pairs on the islands have remained relatively stable. 
 

A number of explanations for these findings have been 
suggested, including the possibility that something has 
happened in Foveaux Strait, where the Anglem coast birds 
go to feed, which has resulted in a poorer quantity or qual-
ity of food for the penguins, so that the chicks starve or 
succumb to disease. If this explanation is correct, then only 
the birds that feed within Foveaux Strait will be affected, 
and all the others will be doing OK, right? The fact that 

birds on our monitored islands (the Bravo group and Cod-
fish) seem to be doing OK suggests that this is the case.  
 

But what if it isn’t, and how would we know? No-one has 
taken much notice of the birds in other parts of the island, 
apart from noticing that there are still some around, since 
the Trust carried out an island-wide census in the summers 
of 1999-2001. By repeating the census we will have an 
idea of how well birds in other parts of the island have 
fared over the last 9 years. If we find that numbers are 
relatively similar to what they were during the initial cen-
sus, then we know that the problem is localized and we 
need to look more closely at the Anglem coast population 
and Foveaux Strait. If there has been a substantial decline 
in numbers in 
other parts of 
the island, then 
these birds are 
in deep doo-
doos and their 
long term future 
here is ques-
tionable, and 
we will have to 
look for other 
explanations as 
to why. 
 

But, time will tell – we’ll get the repeat census over with 
before dwelling on the possible doom and gloom aspects. 
With the fishing season upon us once more there will be 
sharp-eyed people working around remote parts of the 
coast who may just happen to notice places where yeps 
are going ashore. If anyone does notice yeps ashore, any-
where around the island, I’d be really keen to hear from 
them. This will give us a heads-up and head start on 
places to look when we do the census.  
 

Sandy 
Sandy King, Projects Officer Southern Islands 
www.yellow-eyedpenguin.org.nz  

‘Yep’ 

The Bagworth Sampler 
 

The Bagworth sampler is a piece of 
embroidery which hangs on display in 
the home section cabinet in the Raki-
ura Museum. It was worked by Mary 
Martha Bagworth while she was at Mr. 
Raines Hospital in 1793, aged 17. All 
we knew about it was that it was given 
to the Museum by a Mrs. Wilson. 
 

In March Mr. and Mrs. Nick Lam-
brechtsen of Wellington, visited the 
Museum and were fascinated by it, 
and offered to find out more. He found 
a Mr. Michael Bagworth of Derby, Eng-
land who had already researched the 
Bagworth Family and so was able to 
reply quickly. In April, he wrote the 
following: 
 

“Mary Martha Bagworth, was baptized 
on August 4th1776 at St. George in the 
East, Stepney, London, the daughter 
of John & Rebecca Bagworth. Mr. 
Raines Hospital was a school for boys 

and girls between the ages of 8 and 
18. (Mr. Raines in 1736 had set money 
aside for a boarding school to take 
forty girls from the Lower School). This 
would fit in with her being a pupil there 
in 1793, aged 17 years. 
 

Mary Martha had a brother Simon 
Daniel, baptized on May 31st 1767. 
She married a John Roberts at St. 
Paul Shadwell in 1799. 
 

With further research by Nick and Mi-
chael Bagworth in England, and after 
much correspondence between Mi-
chael, Nick and myself, we find that 
Mrs. Wilson, who gave the sample, 
was a Margaret Jane Roberts. She 
married Adolph (Adolf) Wilson in De-
cember 1897 at St George in the East, 
London. In 1904 they came to New 
Zealand, ending up here on Stewart 
Island, living first at Kaipipi, where he 
worked in the timber mills as a sawyer, 
then in a small house opposite Mrs. 

Skipper, where the DOC building now 
stands. Mrs. Skipper remembers her 
as a small person and her home im-
maculate. 
 

Olga Sansom in her book “The Stew-
art Islanders” records that the sampler 
was from Mrs. Wilson and that it was 
given to the Southland Museum, then 
presented to the Rakiura Museum, but 
it could not have been worked by her 
as the dates do not tie in. 
 

With further research by Michael from 
census forms from 1841 to 1891, we 
learn that one of Mary Martha and 
John Roberts’ children was Charles 
Roberts, a blacksmith, who married 
Catherine. William was one of their 
three sons, who married Jane. One of 
their eight children was Margaret Jane, 
the only daughter, who married Adolph 
Wilson, and in the 1891 census Mar-
garet Jane was shown as a Dress-
maker.  Continued pg 16 
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Stewart Island Promotions Association update 
By Chairperson, Ulva Goodwillie 
 
After a well attended Annual General Meeting in June and having 
too many people offering to go on the Executive (!), our new team 
at Stewart Island Promotions is: 
 
Chairperson  Ulva Goodwillie 
Vice-Chairperson  Jon Spraggon 
Secretary  Colleen Dawson 
Treasurer  Jenny Twaddle 
Past Chairperson  Lee Wadds 
Executive:  Anita Geeson, Bev Cowie,  Margaret 
   Fairhall,  Matt Sillars, Mona Wiig 
News for this month 
Stewart Island just keeps coming up on the AA 101 Best Places 

in NZ:  Rakiura Museum is currently in the top 10, outstanding 
publicity for the Island.  Ulva Island was #3 for the first months 
of the 101 Places campaign, last seen at #18. This is excep-
tional promotion, two Stewart Island icons in the top 20.  

The United Nations World Environment Day (held annually since 
1972) was hosted in New Zealand last month.   
What slipped under the radar was a Tourism New Zealand 
World Environment Day DVD that featured four locations only: 
Bay of Islands, Kaikoura, Fiordland and Stewart Island [Ulva 
Island and SIRCET].  This DVD was featured and promoted 
on world wide newscasts.  It is now being used for tourism 
footage of New Zealand internationally. 

The Brochure sub-committee of Margaret, Bev and Jill, Brett & 
Kate has been busy over the past while keeping to the printer 
timetable.  Pages have now been sent to the printer, a mock 

up being sent back by the end of July.  Operator proof reading 
should follow with printing of the new brochure during the 
month of September, release in October. Thank you to every-
one for getting their material in on time. Contact Jenny Twad-
dle for final brochure payments and membership fees. 

We have taken advantage of the expertise and availability of a 
computer consultant and technology wizard residing on Stew-
art Island, Leron Gittens-Arnold [the green retro scooter rider].  
He will be updating the Stewart Island website and operator 
requirements and alterations will be more streamlined. 

A Qualmark information pack is available from Colleen if anyone 
wishes to take a look at what they need to achieve a Qual-
mark rating for accommodation or activity.  There is a Qual-
mark workshop being held in Invercargill on the 6th of August.  
If anyone wishes to attend, please contact:  Grant Ward 09 
377 7149 or contact him at grant@qualmark.co.nz.  We are 
looking at offering Qualmark an accommodation standards 
workshop to be held on the Island.  

Kathryn McConnell from Venture Southland came to our last Ex-
ecutive Meeting to discuss the upcoming Stewart Island Tour-
ism Strategy.  The original Strategy was completed 11yrs ago 
and she was really delighted with the document and espe-
cially what had been achieved since its inception - the major-
ity of aims and objectives (46 out of 60) had been achieved or 
were obsolete. We are aiming for a public review of the Tour-
ism Strategy about Oct/Nov, earlier if possible. 

Our next General Meeting get together will be on the last Thurs-
day of August.   
The promotion of our Island from your perspective is impor-
tant for us and we would love to see you there. 

It’s the longest, largest, grassroots 
relay for world harmony in history 
and local runners, community groups 
and school children are about to par-
ticipate. On October 1 2008, the 10th  
edition of the World Harmony Run 
will be journeying to Stewart Island 
on its 3,500 km New Zealand leg.   
 

Some 60,000 school children nation-
wide, along with Olympic athletes, 
sports personalities, civic and politi-
cal leaders, are expected to partici-
pate in this event which will be tak-
ing place in September and October 
of this year. 
 

Part of a six continent, 80 nation ef-
fort to promote international friend-
ship, cultural understanding and 
world peace, the World Harmony 
Run was launched in April 2008 in 

New York and by year’s end will have 
been to over 80 countries, with the 
symbolic torch passing through liter-
ally millions of hands. 
 

In New Zealand a core team of relay 
runners will visit schools in over 
thirty towns and cities from Cape 
Reinga to Stewart Island, and New 
Zealanders from all walks of life will 
join the World Harmony Run to sup-
port its simple purpose. 
 

Runners will visit schools, community 
groups, running clubs and local or-
ganizations to celebrate the goal of 
world harmony as well as recognizing 
harmony builders. A unique award 
honours local people who in various 
ways and walks of life have helped to 
foster harmony and peace. 
 

In schools, the World Harmony Run 

team works together with teachers to 
promote harmonious living between 
people of different cultures, nation-
alities and beliefs through school 
presentations and programs. 
 

The event was founded by Sri Chin-
moy in 1987.  Author, musician and 
former athlete, Sri Chinmoy shares 
the Olympic view of sport as a pow-
erful instrument in promoting global 
harmony. His international marathon 
team organizes over 600 annual ath-
letic events and multi-day races. 
 

For more information please visit  
 

www.worldharmonyrun.org 
 

Enquiries and Updates:   
Kate Carvalho, South Isl coordinator 
PO Box 22-327 Christchurch, 
Tel/Fax (03) 377-2708 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WORLD HARMONY RUN COMES TO STEWART ISLAND/ RAKIURA 
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YHA Stewart Island Project 
 

YHA New Zealand Chief Executive, Mark Wells, was delighted at the turn-out to the public meeting the 
Association hosted on the island last week. “We had 22 people attend the meeting, and they were all 

supportive of this project and generally positive about a YHA presence on the island; said Mr Wells. 
 

The project involves the development of a 50-bed eco hostel and educa-
tion centre on the island to commemorate the 75th anniversary of YHA 
New Zealand. “This is very much a values-based development, reflecting 
our proud heritage and history over a long period of time, as well as our 
commitment to the environment and sustainability” said Mr Wells. 
 

Mr. Wells confirmed to the meeting that the development was planned for 
the (largely) vacant section on the corner of Excelsior Road and Elgin 
Terrace, and that he expected the Resource Consent process would be 
completed by mid-2009. In support of this process, he anticipates that 
concept development will be completed over the next 3-4 months, at 
which time YHA will visit the island again to show the island-community 
the planned facility. 
 

‘This is all part of our commitment to develop this project in a fully collaborative manner – we are committed to operating 
as part of, not apart from, communities. To that end, we have initiated ongoing discussions and consultation with a wide 
range of groups, including iwi, the Southland District Council, the Promotion Association, and DOC, as well as the gen-
eral community. I invite residents to contact me directly at any time to discuss the project generally” said Mr. Wells. 

Mt Rosa Wine Tasting, Ship 
to Shore. 
By Kari Beaven 
 

A good journalist will research her 
topic thoroughly and while I do not 
claim to rate in the highest ranks of 
journalistic achievement, none-the-less, I am inspired by a 
proverb I read this month to ‘aim high’. 
 
Ship to Shore hosted Marilyn Spinks last Friday, 25th July, 
with a collection of Central Otago-sourced, Mt Rosa Wines. 
In my quest to translate the month’s events fairly and truth-
fully, I sauntered in toward her display of nibbles and four 
main varietals laid out to tempt would-be shoppers.  
 
Central Otago is known for its unique ‘terroir’, blended with 
long, hot, dry days in summer, cool nights and heart-
breaking frosts in winter. Together these elements bring 
together the opportunity to conceive some of the country’s 
finest pinot noir, but only under the right hands. Central is 
also birth-place to several other, beautifully distinctive va-
rieties and Marilyn had a selection of four wines to share. 
 
Marilyn wandered casually through the wines, beginning 
with a Riesling which was well-balanced but promised an 
even better mood if allowed to sleep in a cool, dark place 
for a few more years. Onwards and the pinot gris had a 
buttery finish you’d expect more from a slightly-oaked char-
donnay. A good point from Marylyn was that the finish is 

often what makes the wine memorable,  especially when 
you match 
your wine to 
food.  
 
Central 
Otago sau-
vignon blanc 
is unique, a 
far cry from 
the predict-
able (read 
‘boring’) 
varietal 
characteris-
tics which are so esteemed (and therefore duplicated to 
death) in New Zealand. The Mt Rosa was not a disappoint-
ment. With purely Central-sourced grapes, this beauty will 
dance a lively entertainment for any light-hearted occasion. 
 
The pinot noir, I recommend you try for yourself… in three 
to five years (if you can wait that long) or now if you prefer 
that newer, younger taste. 
 
Marilyn is a believer that wine should be enjoyed (and I 
couldn’t agree more). If it suits you to pay attention to the 
brightness, taste, texture, finish and the way it clings to 
your glass after you’ve had a good gulp, that’s your busi-
ness. Her business is to find a wine for you from the Mt 
Rosa range that you like and watch your enjoyment. On 
the island, she’s keen to bring the wines here so we can 
try something a little out-of-the-everyday and make our 
own mind up. Thanks Marilyn (and thanks Jess for setting 
such high standards of journalism and research). 
 
Mt Rosa has a website and if you missed the tasting and 
would like to know more, visit www.mtrosa.co.nz.  
 
Better yet, visit their tasting room off the road to Cromwell, 
leaving Queenstown, Gibbston Back Road, RD1. 

Photo taken from www.yha.co.nz  
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If you wish to have Stewart Island News posted to you or a friend, please fill out this form and forward it with a 
cheque made payable to “Stewart Island News” to P.O. Box 156, Stewart Island.  The cost is as follows: 
 
12 issues to an Oban address or Internet address   $30 
12 issues to other New Zealand address   $36  
 
Yes, we can arrange for international subscriptions — contact editor for rates 
 
Name of Recipient:__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address:___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE NOTE* Stewart Island News will not be produced during August. Subscriptions are never 
charged during a month where SIN is not produced. 

Please send articles & enquiries to Kari Beaven at Box 27, or to 
sircet@callsouth.net.nz for September 

The deadline for the next issue is Friday 12th September. 

STEWART ISLAND  
GARDEN CIRCLE 
 
The next meeting of 
the Garden Circle will 
be held at the home 
of Anita Geeson at 2pm on  
Thursday 14th August. 
 
Competition: Spring choice 
             Silverbeet leaf 
             Flowering shrub 

Direct deposit for your SIN’s 
 
You can now pay for your SIN’s by 
direct deposit.  
 

Please get in touch with Margaret 
Hopkins, Kari or Jess for details of 
how to do this. 

Whāia te iti kahurangi  
 

Ki te tūohu koe, me he maunga 
teitei  
 

Pursue excellence – should you 
stumble, let it be to a lofty mountain 

Stewart Island News would 
like to thank Maurice, of 
 

Executive Car Service  
 

for delivering the news every 
month, on time, every time. 
 

For your car care, vehicle stor-
age or shuttle-bus needs, give 
Maurice a call on 
 

(03) 214 34 34 

Continued from page 12 
 

Michael still wants to see the birth cer-
tificate for Charles before he will say 
for sure that this is definitely the con-
nection, but I am assuming it is! 
 

As Margaret Jane was coming so far 
away from home, was interested in 
sewing, and the only girl in the family, 
the sampler would be familiar, and 
precious to her, and also small and 
light to pack.  
 

Both Adolph and Margaret Jane Wil-
son are buried in Halfmoon Bay 
Cemetery, Adolph died on 18th No-
vember 1942 and Margaret Jane died 
1st February 1954. 
 

We are indebted to Nick and Michael 
for their concentrated research giving 
us a lovely story to a beautiful and 
historic piece of embroidery from 
1793, and so do come in and see it. 
 

Margaret Rooney 
Research Secretary, Rakiura Museum 

Heritage Fruit Trees 
 

Your chance to order up to five bare-
rooted, heritage fruit trees, at $20 each. 
These are hardy, tasty fruit trees, which 
are well-acclimatised to growing in 
Southland conditions.  
 

Goal: to get a diverse range of old 
healthy Heritage Fruit trees back in to 
our Southland communities  
 

Order must be in before the end of 
July, so this notice is ‘last-minute’. 
 

Heritage apples have become increas-
ingly popular in recent years, due 
mainly to taste and disease resistance.  
 

Over time, new varieties of fruits have 
been bred to give instant appeal on 
supermarket shelves, travel and handle 
well with lack of bruising, have uniform-
ity of size and ripening with good stor-
age life.  
 

Recent Tree Crops Association and 
Horticultural Research work has uncov-
ered simply what people have known 
for years: that modern apples do not 
have the flavour of the old varieties. 
This work has shown that some ‘old 
apples' have superior levels of antioxi-
dants that can inhibit cancer cells and 
reduce heart disease. 
  
Options of apples, apricots, pears or 
plums are described on the South 
Coast Environment Society website.  
 

Contact the Guytons or visit  
 

http://www.sces.org.nz/frames.html 
 

to order your trees, or 
 

for more on the Open Orchard Project  

Check out these websites: 
 
http://www.korero.maori.nz 
 
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/culture/t
ereo-100words 
 
http://www.learningmedia.co.nz/ngata 
 
http://www.maorilanguage.net 
 
http://www.korero.maori.nz/news/ml
w/ideas/specialoccasions.html 
 


