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Stewart Island has lost a beloved friend.
Ted Rooney will be dearly missed by all of us.
We extend our sympathies to Margaret and family.

Wwind, waves, solar, diesel, submarine cables, possu
strapped to treadmills... There are myriad ideas for
powering the | sl and. Don
Island energyFriday 24th February (pp2,3 &16). Somé
concerned citizens have set up a website chock full off
pertinent to our energy issues. It is also a public foru
where anyone can have a say on the subject: check i
this site for some preneeting study so you can attend ey
armed with information.
your own thoughts, questions and ideas.
www.rakiuraenergy.weebly.com

PHOTO: CHRIS BROWN

Take note: th&®ecycle Centrehas new hours (p12). Th¢
also implore us to be careful about the items we bringji&
them. Ashes can cause a fire; bags of dirty nappies mjss
up with clothing for the shop is yucky.

Every evening for a week | have seen large flocks of | waitaingi Day began GRAY: a thick fog covered the bay. But once the game started
wood pigeons circling high over the Horseshoe hills. the sun burned through and the afternoon became extremely hot. Revellers af Traill
Perhaps they are arriving in time for tkereru Count
which runs Feb 127 (p4).

Park scrambled to find sunscreen, sunhats and more beverages. It was a gregt game,
followed by a party at SI Backpackers (no hangi due to fire ban). Pelfes 8

Bridget is organizing a A shark cage divingmisadventure swam off the Internet

| parentbubs coffee into national news headlines this month. (In pursuit of bait, a
klatch Wednesday shark stuck its snout into a cage containing the venture
mornings atthe RSA owner 6 s daughter; she wenft h
Pavilion. This is aimed comments about it on her Facebook page). We have learned
at preRugrats aged a valuable lesson from this: be careful what you post on
children... soci al net working sites! Oh,
aRugGnatd For lowered into sharinfested water with bait. And for all you

sharks reading thg8IN
submarine edition...
Consider donning a
gridiron helmet the next
time you ram a steel
sailing event is cage. For more see
afoot...see page 1 /¢ Murphy Day photos page 5.

for details. and find out who was King | f d Jesg
of the Spuds this year.

details check with ‘
Bridget or the
notice board.

A two handed

Kristina Thompson relocating a Snares
Crested Penguin that came ashore in
Halfmoon Bay to moult (p11)

Jmdoukerds Do not be f oo INVERCARGILLI
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DELEf ElEZTe Double glaze your existing aluminium windows (’ LZ‘SS & MIRROR
Glass Doors and enjoy the benefits with retfid Your first stop for
everything glass
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{1 11 Cuts out noise 1 9110 YEAR WARRANTY & FREE
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Without minimising the need to look at alterative energies (not all of which involve the
production of electricity)

Is Continued Diesel powered generation to be considered?

In a positive way we look forward to hearing from the speakers at the upcoming colloquium although
there are no experts in the field of Diesel generation listed as speaking.

We are very likely to continue to operate a diesel plant at least into the medium future either as
primary load, support load or as a standby.

It is important to maintain the diesel station in the best and most economic condition possible.

Advantages of Diesel Generation

Reliability Diesel engines run for ~ 30,000 hours before a major service (more than 3
years of continuous running).

Relatively inexpensive to purchase and install

Safe Fuel has low volatility, high density and is easy to monitor for spills or
losses. Generation site is compact and can be secured easily.

High fuel density - At 11 kW to the litre less fuel by volume is used.
Fast start time Diesel plants can be started connect to load in a very short
They:
Dondét need a warm up period
Dondét need run wup before |
Dondét need a |l ong cool down
Bio Fuel is Option should fuel prices rise then the option to use may surface again. This would

require wise engine purchasing to allow blended (say 20% -60% biofuel
blend) or possibly 100% biofuel.

Traditionally diesel offers the most economical means of generation on a small scale where there is no
convenient site for a small hydro generation plant.

Increasing the efficiency of Diesel generation can generally be found in three broad areas.
Increasing the amount of Electricity (kW) produced by a litre of diesel
This is achieved by selection of the most efficient plant and good maintenance
Recovering waste products, the heat from the cooling water and possibly the exhaust, use of waste
lubricating oil.
Some good ideas for utilising the waste heat would help.
Minimising losses in the distribution system
This is achieved by planning and maintaining a quality network
fi Chris Dillon

Power on Stewart Island is expensive and this expense may be a limiting factor to growth and develd
our community. It is obviously important that we maintain our network and run it with maximum efficie

pmer
ncy.

Renewables will definitely make a contribution to our generation in the future but we should be carefdll to e

sure that new and experimental technology does not increase the cost of our power even further. It ig
tant we attend the forthcoming energy workshop armed with as much practical information as possib

contribute towards making the right decision for our energy future.
0 Steve Lawreng

impc
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Te Rohe Potae O Murihiku

)
ISLAND
‘electrical supply authority

Workshop on
energy for
Stewart Islanders

A community event to help Stewart Islar
ers understand the issues and options §
able for alternative energy sources has
been organised by the Stewart Island Elg
trical Supply Authority, the Stewart Islang
Community Board and Venture Southlan

=

The workshop is being held from 12.30¢ rrig‘
A

to 6pm on Friday 24 February at the Ob
Community Hall on Stewart Island.

Southland District Council services and
assets group manager Erik Barnes said|t]
event is for the community to be able to

ask questions and listen to industry expe[ts

about the pros and cons of alternative e
ergy sources and to help Council develd
an energy strategy
reliance on costly and environmentally
damaging diesel generation.

- = ‘U

AThere are many

p o

able to help SIESA provide the commuriity.

with a secure and affordable power sup{

ply, 0 Mr Barnes sa
Venture Southl and®o
manager Robin McNe

are aiming to do is give an update on

where investigations are at, and look at the

options we should investigate further.

AThe price of el ec
linked to the price of diesel and is cur-

rently nearly 60 cents per unit. However,
there are some great examples of what

other remote locations have done in rec g,

years and technol

he said.

(0]

The workshop will begin with setting the
scene and outlining the challenges for

Stewart Island, and will then look in some

D

detail at the technology options. Severa
guest speakers are to take part, includin

experts in small electricity grids, hydrogen

D W

storage, and micrbydro, wind and marin
generation.
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LETTER

Great white sharks. Apex predators. Magnificent creatures of
the sea built with stealth and speed in mind. | read with interest
the story that hit the national newspapers recently on the near
miss a diver had with a great white shark whilst shark cage diving
at Stewart Island. The shark being deliberately attracted to the
vicinity of the diver by floating bait.
%ﬁ)_r those of us in the paua industry who earn our living free -
Iving in inshore coastal areas, the emergence of shark cage
diving tourism, in the absence of regulatory controls is highly
€oncerning. Quite frankly we believe that it will ultimately cost
lives or serious injury. For the last three years we have been
lkrying to engage constructively with the Department of
Conservation on the need for a regulatory framework to prevent
dverse consequences for the great white sharks. Studies around
he world show that attracting great white sharks to boats and
cages through berleying and the use of baits causes changes in
daily behaviour, development of temporal and spatial anticipatory
responses, increase in aggression and distraction from natural
feeding opportunities. Add to that the risk of injury from contact
high cages, and there is plenty of evidence that injuries occur,
things dondt | ook too good for t
tivity. Nor do things look too good for our free diving harvesters
| as sharks get habituated to boats as a source of food.

It is an offence to pursue or disturb protected marine wildlife such
ad te @eht white@hEritl 1€ ofr Siew EhdIk@ageltoSridm@parlofs S
are acting without lawful authority and in breach of the Wildlife
Act 1957 by disturbing the behaviour of the sharks. The paua
industry has advocated to Department of Conservation that the
p%mHttlpg rerauweme fthF leqlb %Act qu)n sap _
appropriate framework for responsible management of shark tour-
sm activities with clear penalties. We have even gone the next
step and proposed the framework of a permitting regime. We are

lly adamant that regulation is needed.

gWeenheanmari prfirsiet patejdeatt g he Goveg
chalant attitugejto ghe congerpg|f givers apd gesponsible tourism
operators. We cannot accept that a code of practice with no

| egi slative o0bited can do anythi
urism operators or for people who use the coastal waters of New
Zealand. Other jurisdictions such as South Africa and Australia
regulate shark tourism for very good reason. If you use the waters
anoundStewartysland, a knotvniyreat white shagk tepot, yog

might want to contemplate what unregulated shark cage tourism
activities could ultimately mean for you.

Pauamac5 would be more than willing to work with interests from
ewart Island to develop and promote a suitable framework for
DsRark cBga tSurisr Howeer it Aotlid/redyuiteG Enghge B mindset
of the government that proactive regulatory intervention is

required rather than a weak, non -binding passive code of practice.
Rest assured Pauamac5 will not be backward in coming forward if
our divers are put at risk.

//ﬂ/m/fy

Storm Stanley
Chairman
Pauamac5 Industry Association

he

rn
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Thanks to Invercargill Glass & Mirror who continues to sponsor the SIN website.
Thanks to Executive Car Service, Stewart Island Flights, McDowall Print, and Margaret Hopkins.
Thank you to all of the contributors, advertisers and readers.
Finally: thank you, farewell and best of luck to our HMB School reporter Poppy LeQuesne who has started
bz"1| Gl 6 ¢l CzzW, & Gad" oGl =

d, z d dife 'InibiggerpapearsNuiithis, ¥ dessH

Richard Wilson: Murphy Day Victor

T

places where we can help them byVe need to know:
Where you
How many

Join our Kiwi Conservation Club Why should | count Kereru?
Kereru Count! Kereru are important for keeping planting more food trees or con- 1 )
19th-27th of February our forests healthy. They are the trolling their predators. 2)

S p
ker

_ only birds that can sprea
Webre going th@sedild of Hativetreds
cities and towns all over New Zeathat have very big fruit,
) like tawa, miro, taraire
land. Kids, parents and grandpar-gnd karaka. We want to

ents- we need you all to help! know where

to

are in New Zealand and if there achool grounds.

What do | have to do? 3) What they were doing
I'tds easy! Bléthewweeereatinghwdhat plant
19th and 27th of Febru-was it?

ary 2012, count any

kererl in yThenjumgomlingae n ,

rotal park, reserves andwww.kererucount.org.nzand
enter your results.

® O

Do you have a
Fire Extinguisher

at home or
on your boat?

| will be on Stewart Island on
Wednesday, March 14th, so contact
me to arrange for your Fire Extinguisher
inspection, servicing & certification

| am |QP approved to issue Marine
Certification for Marine Fire Extinguishers
and Fire Protection Systems

FIRESPEC SOUTH

FIRE PROTECTION SALES & SERVICE

Dennis Williams, Invercargill
Mobile 0274 818 757 A/H Phone 03 215 8070

Community Centre News

Hi all
Kids are back at school 6 so back into it

Tai chi is back on Tuesday 10am and Thursday 530pm

Circuit Classes Tuesday & Thursday 630pm
and Saturday 9am

Swiss Ball Tuesday & Thursday 430pm Saturday 4pm

We have facil it

squash court

great gym

If you have any queries just ask me or phone and
leave a message 2191477 or text me 0272316305

We are having a card amnésifyyou have an old community
centre card that is no longer \@jicst pop it under the door o
P O Box 187. Thanks

See you at the gym
Cheers, Sue

rin

- —~

—_—
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The recent #Aln Your Facebooko shark incident has
(and prompted a letter from the unimpressed commercial paua diving sector, see page 3).

This issue has managed to unite some shark | over s
haviour disturbed or their noses bent ; t he haters

damaged. While some imagine that making Stewart Island the next bigsglmdtikg destination could be good for
business, others fear it will be at the cost of other forms of tourism such as diving and kayaking.

There is agreement among many locals that shark numbers definitely seem to be UP since the cage diving enterpris

started doing business.

Squizzy of thdLolomais not the only longime Stewart Island fisherman who believes the white pointer presence
intensified since the practice of baiting and att
observer onboard to make sure theyoére not feeding

Commerci al paua diver Rastus echoes this senti men
pear that i f anyone was going to police this it
in there, itds not a natur al environment, now whdg

The legislative responsibility for the great white seems to be a big gray area. While the Department of Consery
should uphold the Wildlife Act and ensure the protection of the shark from molestation; the onus of monitoring
boats and cages falls to Maritime Safety and OSH.

Do you readers have comments about any of this? Tales of sharks circling your dinghy? Calls for regulation or
cage diving? Three cheers for the cage diving industry? Grave fears for the recreatiodahset@éourism here? |

know you do. ..l dve heard many of your c¢commentSKHa an
piece of your mind for our next issue.

psWhy donét you write anythodéowmwg heentashkedshthhr &hagea
So has Storm Stanley. For previous shark letters check tlirecsrchives oSIN at www.stewarislandnews.com anc
read page 12 of June 2010 and page 15 of November 2009.

0 Jess
The protection order issued by Chris Carter under the Wildlife Act includes the following definitions:
Hunt or kill, in relation to any wildlife, includes the hunting, killing, taking, trapping, or capturing of any
wildlife by any means; and also includes pursuing, disturbing or molesting any wildlife , taking or

using a firearm, dog, or like method to hunt or kill wildlife, whether this results in killing or

capturing or not  ; and also includes every attempt to hunt or kill wildlife.

The Otago University research house on Dundee Street has more on
their washing line than socks and towels. The students have been
researching the health of our rimurapa or bull kelp. Former
resident kaitiaki Tiny Metzger has shown them how to blow the
seaweed up and dry it as the ancient Maori did to store muttonbird.

ation
peopl

sharl

d
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SIRCET UPDATEfrom Alina Thiebes Average number of little blue penguins
L Ittl e B I u e Pe nq u | n reS u ItS encountered during 10 slow walk counts

Over the summer, Little Blue Penguins/ Korora are bringing
food to their chicks on land at night. In December 2011, as
every year since 2005, SIRCET spent 10 nights walking the
track to Ackers Point counting these penguin parents. This
season an average of around 7 penguins were encountered
each night. This is a reduction in numbers to pre  -2007 lev-
els, as depicted in the graph, however this monitoring tech-
nique does allow for variation from year to year, and it is the . : ‘ : ‘ :
trend of changes over four to ten years and beyond that, that 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
is of real significance. Thank you to all the volunteers who

-

-
o
»

<

Average no. LBP's per night
A& O o
J
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helped out this season!

Rat explosion coming to an end?

After a winter of seemingly unchall enged rei=m, H

may just be coming to an endéDenise //j&\am
teers have been working hard through the summer, devoting themselves
to regular trap checks, improving their techniques and several rounds of

intensive trapping -and it | ooks to be paying ¢ )y y 6
has yielded our lowest results in 12 months although, at 15%, this is still Y / 2
. L 1 /@
higher than our target of 10%. - /W
% idn't do ity he
The majority of the positive tracking was detected across the top of Peter- "‘Tl‘;:p*“:;‘;‘},ﬁ‘\‘; d‘;fmf‘ﬁc_cm
son Hill - near all the houses 8 and this seems to be a continual pattern. ‘was2:)3:‘:‘;{‘2‘:‘:‘:‘:“"“;““:

So if you live, or own property in this area, and think you can help with
setting up additional rat traps or becoming a volunteer, contact Denise on
(03) 219 1159.

Despite the lower monitoring result, we are still catching a lot of rats at the moment. SIRCET is re-
maining vigilant, seeking expert advice and beginning another round of intensive trapping, in an effort
to prevent another explosion. Repeated monitoring and catch results in March will let us know if we are
on the right tracké

SIRCET Business sponsorship opportunities

Financial assistance from businesses plays a fundamental role in helping SIRCET continue its important work and a naoigendf g
ties are now available to businesses to show their support:

Sponsor -a-Possum Trap Vehicle Sponsorship Package
SIRCET is now seeking sponsors to help us pur- See your company logo displayed on the
chase the last of our ten new automatic, hu- SIRCET vehicle, and receive all the other spon-
mane possum traps. These traps will dramati- sor benefits, such as the quarterly newsletter,
cally reduce the amount of time and volunteer - | VIP invitations to events, and your company
power needed to undertake possum control in acknowledged as a major sponsor in the envi-
the project area. Thanks to those who have al- ronment centre, on the SIRCET website and at
ready sponsored the first 7 traps! on- and off-island events.
Donation: $167.30 (incl. GST). Donation:  $2,000 per year.
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Become a Business Member or Sponsor -a-Hectare Sponsor

Receive our new purpose -designed SIRCET Business Sponsor
logo, which will help to communicate your
support of local environmental initiatives

Acknowledgement in the Rakiura Environment
Centre, on the SIRCET website and at event
displays

VIP invitations to special events

Plus, if joining the SaH Progam, your logo will be displayed on the

Sponsor-a-Hect are map, where youdl |
6protected paradi sebo0. Popul ar
Cottage have already been snaj

certificate to display in your office, and our quarterly newslet-

ter.
Donation:  $250 per year.
SIRCET wish to thank our newest business sponsors The Fern-
ery,Ul vads Gui dand Sodthernkimits Charters &
Guided Walks , of Stewart Island. Brett and Kate of ~ Southern
Limits recently made their pledge
its believes in the Stewart Island community, and we are passion-
ate and proactive about conservation and sustainability. Support-

ing Sponsor -a-Hectare keeps us involved and committed. For us
itds about O6keeping it realo

Brett and Kate of Southern Limits

, Stewart Island, make their
commitment to the program, select their piece of paradise on the project

area map and collect their Business Sponsorship Certificate

All donations are 100% tax deductible.

For further information, please contact
Alina on (03) 219 1487 or alina@sircet.org.nz

- -
ey

Business Sponsor

t

an
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COMMUNITY GARDEN
UPDATE from Kirsten Hicks

In the words of the well known
Pink Floydsong 601l s t he
body out there?:q

Things are flourishing at the
Community Garden but the
number of gardeners has dwin-
dl ed. We wunder st
Obusy timed of {
you would like to know a bit
more about gardening or have
an irresistible urge to pull out
some weeds, either contact us
(Kirsten 309, Anita 014) or
come by 8 most Sundays 2pm.

Soon it will be time for us to

harvest the pot :
like some, let us know.
Soétake time to

roses, and if gardening is not
your thing but
tribute 0 we have a hungry
compost bin waiting for your
food scraps (but no citrus or
meat please).

Enjoy the Summer!

Last year the Quiz bought a
couple of sets of pans for the
Pavilion and one of the big pans
is no longer there! Please check
at home to see if you have it, it
has a glass lid and Pavillion
Trust engraved on the bottom.
You can leave it anonymously
outside the door if you wish!

r

The two raffles for the Cancer
Society held at the shop
raised $263 and $286 respec-
tively. Thanks to all the prize
donators and everyone who
supported it by buying tickets
and congratulations to the
winners ' Vicki Coats
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Waitangi Day

Maori v. Pakeha

Rugby Game
2012 &

The Maori team won, the
score was 5&8 or
thereabouts depending on -
who you ask, but
everyone agrees it was a
great game and a prope
spanking.

. PHOTOS from Grim Davis, Chris Brown, and Jess Kany.



