Stewart island news

Celebrating rakiura

August i September 2013

I'tds been a
with one thing or another; offer-
ing to look after the SIN while
Jess is away coincided with my
first month of being secretary for
Lions which made sure my poor
inbox was bursting at the seams.
The good news is though that
means this months edition is also
a porker; as one of our school kids
was overheard to say after the
pub buffet, as stuffed as a chooks
bum!

Winter hasnot
ment here on the Island as evi-
denced by the rogues gallery in
the centrespread (pg 12 & 13)

lan, Sue & Co at the Midwinter Buffet

b u sy hitthetinteinet hand@mdt h

did some proper re-
search. 1 dm
ing myself as a proper
journalist; drinking,
chain -smoking, swear-
ing...oh, hang on! Any-
way, the full story is on
pages 8 to 11.

Talking about smoking,
therefs a co

Jan, Ben & Jules after the Midwinter Buffet

ing organised in partner-
ship with the University of Auck-

s t dapdowdnate tdaimseof temean win -
$5000 for a community project or

charity by giving up. See page 6
for more, or pop in and have a
chat to Debs or
Marty.

Island in August

if you are hard of

be a good time to
¥ get checked out
(Pg23).

Thereds

from the two midwinter celebra-
tions held at the pub and a
gggreat party
place.(pgl4), but you know
Spring is round the corner when
the boats start loading up with
pots to go catch the LFFs. (Little

next mon
Flappy Feckers). edition, but if
But if youdd realY9U an‘t
away from those Winter blues, y(.)uyzl:hantab €
read about Josepip'f.rt?_vé’geénd
adventures in the sun. (pgl7) drin INg some

moo juice.
| cut my editorial teeth, so to Meadowfresh

speak, when Jess passed on a
photo and brief description for

this mont hos
needed a bit more background, |

e di tsham $500,0DG

upcoming events
including the
and a slightly

h e Ip@nniAgtto fuh &1 of REWPZEE

|l andds Great
on Rakiura. More about Julian
Beebs project f

are running a
promotion to

Bay Audiology are
1 also coming to the

and conducting free
hearing checks, so

herring now would

of sports and arts gear to schools;
simply collect the stickers on

your bottles and hand them in to
the school. The shop will even
take them off you before you
leave the door!

If you have an opinion
about shark cage diving,
let DoC know by
23rd August
See page 2 for details.

On a sadder note
last DOC Spot and also the end of
a few more DOC workers time on
Stewart Island as the restructur-

8ohof ppsitigns takes effect in

pl
September. (Pg21)
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Feedback Sought: Interim Guidelines for Commercial Cage Diving with Great White Sharks

DOC is to release, for a 6week public consultation, interim guidelines for commercial great white shark cage
diving. The guidelines will be available on the DOC website (www.doc.govt.nz) under t he fc
link.

Great white sharks are protected under the Wildlife Act 1953. The guidelines were developed to assist com-
mercial cage diver operators understand the relevance of the Wildlife Act to their operation and the impor-
tant role they can play in promoting the conservation of these sharks.

The guidelines set out the risks that cage diving can pose to great white sharks. They also set out options to
mitigate, or reduce, these risks. As commercial cage diving with sharks is a relative new, developing industry
within NZ, DOC is keen to hear from stakeholders on any risks (and mitigation options) to great white sharks

that may be missing.

DOC is seeking feedback on the interim guidelines by 23 August 2013. Written comments
should be submitted by this date to:

marine@doc.govt.nz

Maritime NZ has produced interim guidance on safety aspects of commercial cage diving with sharks. Inter-
ested parties are encouraged to review both the DOC and Maritime NZ interim

guidelines together. Further information is available through the Maritime NZ c’y Department of]

website (www.MaritimeNZ.govt.nz ). Conservation|
Te Papa Atawbhai

D NS

WISE UP TO WEEDS &

environment
SOUTHLAND

Te Toar Tinga

DARWIN’S BARBERRY

(Berberis darwinii)

Everyone on the Stewart Island will have heard about the DOC programme to get rid
of Darwin’s barberry. How can you help? Remove it from your garden as soon as you
see new plants popping up.

What is it?

Darwin’s barberry is a shrub with small shiny prickly leaves. It has bright orange
flowers in October and purple berries in late spring and summer.

What is the problem?

This woody shrub produces lots of small berries that are spread by birds. It creates
dense thickets, preventing other plants from growing.

How to control it?

+ Pull out seedlings by hand.

+ Cut and paste the stems with a herbicide gel, it may require follow up control.

« For larger trees drill 10mm holes sloping downward at regular intervals
around the base. Pour 25mm of neat Roundup into each hole.

Please contact Amy Lagerstedt at Environment Southland if you find this plant:
email amy.lagerstedt@es.govt.nz or telephone 211 5115

For more information see www.es.govt.nz/environment/pests/plants
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Hal f moon Bay 1800s showing Murdochds saw mil |l (long buil c

RAKIURA MUSEUM MATTERS 0 by Jo Riksem

The above photograph was part of our acquisitons t hi s | ast mont h. Wedre al ways
graphs and digital images that are given to the museum especially early Stewart Island scenes.

Other acquisitions included black and white digital images of Mason Bay, Whalers Base, Freshwater Landing, whale

chaser oPagodromad6, Bill Phillips and Teddy Church on b
between 1902-1904 with Gordon Traill and Ida Cox as small children standing on the roadside. Watch out for the
Friends of the Museum newsl etter which wildl have the | a

longing to Gay and Diana Simmer back in the 1930s and a bottle celebrating the Roaring 48ers 60 thbirthdays
special label. Many thanks to all our donors.

A copy of the diary kept by Mathias Eri ksen Wi ig of his
Clark Ross6 (1) returning Captain Larsends body home in
is a wonderful history of a voyage giving details of weather conditions, activities on board, special reception on arriving

in Norway, etc. Only a few of these have been printed so be sure to get a copy. These can be mailed to you, postage ex-
tra.

One of our most asked forenquiries i s for the family of John o6Jackyo6 Lee
mont h. Ités amazing the extent of this family and thei
with extra information to add to our file on this interesting person which is very much appreciated. Also an enquiry as

to when the old school building was demolished. This was in 1961.

Ferries and Skippersé which was held in the community h
starting to finalise the programme for the Norwegian Weekend on the 4, 5 and 6 April 2014. A final programme and
registration form will be out in November of this year.

The visit from Jo Massey our Roving Museum Officer came to an end on the 17t of August but she has promised to be

back next year and we | ook forward to that. Wedve acco
for years to come and cataloguing of items that had not been previously entered into our system. With the advent of a

new museum in the future itds a great benefit to know e
be done yet, but itds nice to see year by year the 0to

Museum winter opening hours are Monday thru Friday 10 am 8 Noon, Saturday 10 am 9 1:30 pm and Sunday Noon & 2
pm.

For more in -depth information join Friends of Rakiura Museum with twice yearly newsletters.

Just email us at stewartislandmuseum@southlanddc.govt.nz ~ or 03 2191-221.
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OBAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CHATTER  September 1 st &8t - Eric Mattock - Eric has
by Jo Riksem been a Parish Minister since 1979. Prior to this he

R served with the NZ Army followed by 9 years as an

One never knows whatos g oghBémdnfoffigeP. Refgfel uplinthe TdlaRakima-i
sometimes it brings little blessings instead of bills. A CORMg Country on farms. He has served in one City

of this painting came in a beautiful handmade_ green enyeyich - wellington, ha always been drawn to_
Lo pe the oth gr ?ﬁy W'Et h | ol \?r a8 9ria arti iy to'isSidte regiiljSYotu
now my grandmo er =m T Yun e co sﬁdér R%difﬂc @6b{5ibir§]g cho IS
watercolour from my AEdg Csenices includleng |nL|JsFry e produce o ouru? 9 h
might like this copy for your Oban Presbyterian Church : . :
records. Granny Moffett painted it some time in the Iateral areas, including hqrvest of the sea are the eco-
1930s. | love the way the mist drifts under the gum tree @MiC Pillars upon which our economy rests. Eric
Lonnekeros Point and the Dglgusthatihese arpag hayemuch fo gapthbyte
wet . 0 signed Sheil a Nat ugtiefhurch & endegvgursdoseyve the Missignpf
myself and we thank you very much Sheila for sharing tfigd- He is currently serving in the Maniototo Par-
with us. ish after finishing in Kurow at the beginning of

May.

September 1%' - Rev. Beverley Osborn Beverley is our
homegrown minister, making her first visit to the Island
when she was two years old, as did her mother before
From that time on there have been very few years whe|
[ she has not spent ti me h
and secondary education in Invercargill and then went
Otago University. She was a secondary school teache
five years in Dunedin and Winton before marrying Jim,
Londoner who had made the Island his home. They ra
their 4 children here until the oldest was high school ag
The family then shifted to Otatarawith annual excursion

: : - : Bay.
Morning Mist Painting by Emily Moffett
& , September 22 8 lan Crawford - lan Crawford is
11 Annl\_/ersary .. married with three children and four grandchil-
Start digging through the old photographs and see if YO He spent 25 years as a teacher of children

can find anything that might be of interest to us to h .
celebrate our 1TDAnniversary next year. If | can have% d then graduated from Carey Baptist College

loan of anythin : ugkland, to go to Ashburton Baptist Church

g one might have we can scan them a . :
then get the originals back to you or if you want to do ere he minis t ere d f or
scanning we need them to be done at 300 dpi and .tif flaye spent the foII_owmg ten years in PCANZ in
Don6t hesitate t-280ipybuhave angt SQuhlang garishes, qnd presently walk along-

questions. Also memories and stories would be great t§¥l€ ten small parishes helping them to walk the
walk of faith in Jesus, and keep the light of a Gos-

September will have some special return ministers Rc€dur bur ni ng in their com
church so watch out for them around the town.

September 29 - Peter Carter - Peter and his wife

STEWART ISLAND GARDEN CIRCLE Olive spent many happy weeks here on the Island,

coming several times for stays of up to 3 months
and in particular helping us when we celebrated

the centennial of our church.. He now returns to

Next meeting will be at Stewart us and will spend four weeks with us. It will be a

delight to have him in the community again.

Island Backpackers at _ , _ o
Church remains open daily so come in and enjoy its bg

2 o6cl ock on and peace.
h Church services: every Sunday, starting at 11a.m. follg
Thursday 12" by a cup of tea and goodies.

Prayer Circle: every Saturday 11:8@.2 noon at the hon
September. of Coral Hotchkiss.
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A NORSK FEIRING

A Norwegian Celebration

April4- 6, 2014

Community Centre, Oban / Halfmoon Bay, Stewart Island, New Zealand.

Celebrating the 90th anniversary of the ship SIR JAMES CLARK ROSS (Captain C.A. Larsen) first entering
Paterson Inlet, Stewart Island in A pril 1924,

"The Whalers' Base’ ("Kaipipi Shipyard") in Paterson Inlet as a significant, post 1900 maritime
(archaeological) site under the Historic Places Act 1993, (NZ Historic Places Trust).
Appreciating the enduring footprint of the Norwegian presence on Stewart Island through the 1920's and
1930's, and warmly embracing the kinships and friendships.

ERSEER e e e s b et E R R s R e p e R e e S e B e ZenCx0m0m Je0e0n0m Sa0x0m0e SaCaTem SnCeOn0e DXOaCnI IxOeCmlm DxCuInOnCn ninle X0ROR0 O

TELLING AND SHARING the whole story of the Norwegian presence on Stewart Island:
"The WHEN, the WHY, the WHAT, the HOW and the WHO!"

¢ The early (pre 1920) families;

* The Rosshavet Company of Sandefjord, Norway, from 1924 to 1936, at Little Glory, Bravo and
most significantly, at Price's Inlet where they built a coal-fired steam-driven repair base /shipyard
for their 100ft whale catchers;

* The annual expeditions to the Ross Sea area, which included a ‘coal gang' of Stewart Island and
Southland men.

We have the following intentions for the weekend:
Exhibits, photographic displays and sales; Short talks from invited speakers; Examples of Norwe gian tradition and culture
- food, crafts, music - etc (as abke); Guided visits to sites of special interest; Opportunities for reminiscence and anecdote;
Gathering of Norwe gian descendants.

A detailed programme will be available by November 2013. To ensure you get both this and registration

information, please complete and send the form below. No obligation.

| o,
-l
The Feiring Committee, Sewart Island / Rakiura Museum,
P.0.Box 114, Halfmoon Bay, Stewart Island 9846, New Z ealand
Phone +64 3 219 1221,
stewartislandmuseum @southlanddc.gov. ng

2200000020000 PLEASE CUT HERE TO POST »20020000:00 OR (betier stitf) EMAIL THE INFORMA TION TO THE AB OV 3 200 50000 20008 30000 2000

YES, I am Interesied in the NORSK FEIRING (Nerwegian Celebration), April 46 2014.
Please send the Programme and Registration information when it is available.

T
2. POSTAL ADDRESS:

3. PHONE NUMBER:
L TEAT. RN CVERY EIRINIEY  ccooiciiominiisinssini it iR TR A R R e e
Y e I S O T ORI SRS

Uwe are descendants. YES/NO. Relatives went south (1924-1930) as members of the Coal Gang, etc: YES/NO
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“N\WWERO brings smokers to
/“Jot her with quitting, 0 8
2/lof the Centre for Tobacg

most like a dat-yourself or deit-together approach

O Q@
o O

The highly successful group stop smoking contest although plenty of expert stop smoking support is pf-
WERO has just been funded for 3 years, enabling fleeed by WERO and existing stop smoking services if

first national competition to start on 1 September. t eams want it . 0
Otago and Southland smokers will, for the first time,

have the opportunity to put together teams and ent8ocial media and mobile technologies are part of the

the competition. programme, such as a website, iPad and iPhone apps
to display how teams are doing, and the WERO Face-

Whanau End Smoking Regional Whanau Ora chalbook page keeps teams and supporters updated. Team

lenge (WERO) involves teams of 10 smokers, whomembers can stay in touch with each other online
compete to have the most quitters after 3 months aquakestions about their withdrawal symptoms and re
win $5,000 cash for a charity or community group afeive expert advice to help them win.
their choice.

Trish Fraser says fAwe a

ask

r e

Trish Fraser, WERO Regional Coordinator for Otageho could support and motivate teams to quit smak-

and Southland is urging smokers to take advantageaig and win for their ¢
this wonderful opportunity to quit for good. She says

on

060Smokers shoul d either Smokerskeaen tottakesuip the WBRO challerayenshauld

ter on the website www.coangact orisneaset atsh@weio.meraon Q224a3b.

241 or see Debs or Marty
The competition was developed by the Centre for To-

bacco Control Research at The University of Auck- | -
land as part of a new research programme, the To- a2 THE UNIVERSITY

bacco Control Research TI OF AUCKLAND :n pi

in Northland and Hawkes Bay with very good results

i 41.2% quit after 3 months. NEW ZEALAND

Meet the new Recycler on Landfill for about four years, but | ac- a registered nurse in Australia and

tually started out doing an apprentice- Kell yds a sports th
the Block! ship as a Linesman at the Post Office! _
So what do you think of the Island so
Therebds a few new fRcredt haebgli ng€hoi t chfa?')Ion that; youdl I
back of the Dblue tnrnwpkdasnit Dwenda hades ny amily youdl|
way around the Island on Tuedays and  be bringing with you? I Iove |tl I should have come here forty
also at the Horseshoe base too. | years ago! | love the beautiful scenery

and the peace and tranquillity and of
course the friendly people. And the job
and the people at work are excellent.

caught up with Alistair Faulknor to
see what brought him to Stewart Is-
land.

So the first question has to be; what
made you apply for a job here?

property here, but
until the honeymoon period is over and

N I dm sure | want to
Wel | |l 6ve never be ]
love working and living in small com- Have you got enough hobbies to keep
munities. For t he eyou occupied whil st

worked all over NZ, but mainly in the

North Island, and so it seemed time to
give the South a go! Plus | was fed up
of the pressures or working in town
and wanted to slow down the pace a

I |l ove tramping and
of wal ks already, ¢
over some ratlines so that will get me
out and about. | was a member of Wai-

bit. Ki wi Lions and so
the Stewart Island Lions. | also have
Is recycling your line of work then? some radio-controlled boats and planes
| class myself as a driver and operator 1€he., 1 6ve gives sotifrey & wantdo, bring over, and | like the
of machinery. | 6ve MO ndo t obt Coofml d'idf fbéJ USHa| thngs, ke feqno. dwétﬁh@%

jobs including working for AB Lime ters who are keen for a visit. Trudy is (Continued on page 18)

A

o

| &m seriously thinkin

ol


http://www.wero.me/
mailto:trish@wero.me
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Upcoming Workshop:

A hands-on planting and weeding workshop is
being planned for Saturday 13 September
from 10am o 1pm at Lonnekers Beach.

Come and be part of this amazing community
project and at the same time learn about plant-
ing to prevent weed growth and native plant
alternatives for your own garden.
(BYO gardening tools).

Stewart Island / Rakiura &
[Community & Environment Trust [

For further information contact Mandy
on Shirtyl@xtra.co.nz or (03) 2191594.

FIRST AID
TRAINING

Book online at www.redcross.org.nz/training

NEW ZEALAND
RED CROSS

t %
1% Aid Courses for Stewart Island

Comprehensive 1°* Aid:

% Sat 5" Oct & Sun 6™ Oct 2013
. Essential 1° Aid:

Sat 5™ Oct 2013

&
-
)

1°t Aid revalidation:
Sun 6™ Oct 2013
Ring 0800 733 276 to Book

USE THE RED CROSS ADVANTAGE - COMPREHENSIVE FIRST AID, PRACTICAL FIRST AID,
REVALIDATION OR TAILORED TRAINING TO SUIT YOU AT YOUR PLACE OR OURS.


mailto:Shirty1@xtra.co.nz
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ban lobe -bottler! A tale of one man and tw:p b

started the story.

Messages in bottles! The Bravo bottle was just your
normal kids fizz bottle. It had

When | said |106d ¢&nlhuRchednhdd7 by Bréth-
Jess while she was away, she for-  grs James and Thomas Gourlay
warded me a photo of a bottle Si from Invercargill. Through the
Taylor had found at MasonsBay. wonder t hat i s t a
Little did she Kk gwhandfcuhd the bré&rerd,
startedé. James in Queenstown and Tom
Over Easter 2013, Si and the in Dunedin.
Check family were holidaying at James r eCpuldiyeugpleased
Masons. As he does, Siwas send a picture of the bottle and
checking out the flotsam and jet-  the note through to me so I can
sam on the beach and scored remember what a five and seven
himself a small piece of amber- year old boy thought they needed
gris! He also spotted an empty to send a message in a bottle
wine bottle, not so unusual, but about?Hoping you can forgive us
then he realised ithad anote in  for Jittering your beautiful island
it haha! 6

Two weeks later whilst gorse . _
spraying for DoC on Bravo Is- And his thoughts on seeing the
land, he found another one! note?

Starting to get a bit freaked out

he unrolled the messages and ONot a very excifting message. |
had hoped it would be full of lies

-

=z e

Some photos from Jameds and dlomdotshd 9pkWotheliimatyheath Bu saef,0. |
thumbs up, and Tom is the one with the stripy jersey kneeling on the drawers. We abandoned our tents in favour of
the homestead because of storms, and then evacuated back to Oban to shelter from the storm with Joe and Helen
C a v damés Gourlay
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Si and his first bottle

STEWART ISLAND NEWS

Photo Sarah Lurcock

Photo looking out of Cumberland Bay West just off
where Luke used to live and work at King Edward Point.

PAGE 9

about us being pirates or some-
thing. Most likely we had a bit of
assistance and censorship from
mu m. O

The bottle was found on a little
beach just round the corner from
the main beach on Bravo. Did
they release it and it stayed there
for sixteen years? Or had it been
for a wee tiki tour of the Inlet?
The next bottle had travelled that
little bit

Photo Jerry Gillham.

Wandering albatross chick on the nest at
Bird Island, closet point of South Georgia to
where the bottle was thrown in.

Have you ever heard of the Ant-
arctic Circumpolar Current?

We |l | , adcead curreatnhat
flows clockwise from west to east
around Antarctica . Sailors have
known about it for ages and it is
the quickest way to sail around
the world, going past South Af-
rica, Australia and South Amer-
ica.

|ltds because of

Si 0s -wExYalanba wine bot-
tle ended up on little old Stewart
Island, approximately 8,500 km
from where it started!

South Georgia and the South
Sandwich Islands (SGSSI) is a
British overseas territory in the
southern Atlantic Ocean . With a
population of just thirty people,
mainly scientists and support

staff it is also considerably
smaller than here. Mainly known
as the final resting place of
Ernest Shackleton and collectable
postage stamps, it was also where
Irishman Luke Kenny had a two
year posting.

Si had dutifully written a letter

f ur t headlLéke, but he was still awaiting

a reply when | took up the tralil. |
found Lukeds
with a cruise ship company and
emailed them and | also emailed
South Georgia, as being such a
small place | thought someone

1 would have contact details for

him. I got this reply from Sarah
Lurcock, who writes the newslet-

" ter for the South Georgia website.

0 What a wonderf
bottle arriving from one exception-
ally lovely island to another. ...
Luke has continued his link with
South Georgia through his work
aboard cruise ships. He normally
visits on a vessel called Silver Ex-
plorer a couple of times a year. |
guess he found a way to avoid go-
ing permanently back to the
crowded polluted world he was

i magining in his

Sarah kindly forwarded the mes-

tS30% Q1 oLk gne aise degided; ¢

to write an article for her news-

|l etter on the bof

Luke got the email and promptly
replied:

ol was of course
that my message in a bottle was
found washed up and intact. That

People from the
four person Bird Island British Antarctic Sur-
vey science station out for a stroll.

Photo Jerry Gillham.

n a maiscoveredcirosanme dac awayant

Wy ept’p

is of course the whole reason for
sending them, that they might be

of the world, otherwise it might

be considered littering! Quite the
long shot, but that is what makes
it all the more interesting. The
never knowing if
there, still bobbing away avoiding
the potentially fatal encounter

with land, how close it has come

to maklgsalandfall onIy to bﬁ ,
tirié fefuge. €

It was quite a surprise to receive

a letter from Stewart Island from
the bottleds fin
who works with the Conservation
Department there. | was away
briefly from home when the letter
arrived (18 th May 2013) and when
my parents informed me about
the |l etter | coul
mie Biguré duewhd neghttbeaon- ¢
tacting me. Obviously | never
considered the possibility of suc-

(Continued on page 10)

t

der


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ocean_current
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_overseas_territory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlantic_Ocean
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(Continued from page 9)

to South Georgia upon comple-

_ tion of my contract there. They
probably took a much different
| voyage, given they were released
on the northern side of the Ant-
arctic Convergence/Polar Front.
One wonders where if at all they
| will turn up. As | mentioned in

| the letter (in the bottle) | was out
|| at sea conducting plankton
| trawls to monitor the presence
and abundance of fish larvae in
Antarctic krill fishing grounds.
The presence and abundance of
higher predators such as seals,
penguins and other seabirds was
also being recorded as part of the
project by my colleague. | come
from the middle of Ireland, near a
town called Birr, County Offaly.
In much of the area, were you to
launch a bottle, you would watch

Luke Kenny working on a fish 2012

it slowly sink into the peat bog. |
however, avoided that fate and
took to the seas working as a sci-

cess of the
years before on 24t May 2010.

It was in fact the very first mes-
sage in a bottle | had ever sent. It
would have been a remarkable
record had | not sent another bot-
tle the very next day from a simi-
lar location, which with each
passing day strengthens the
blemish on what would have oth-

Though perhaps it is yet to wash
up. A third was deployed on 16 t
October 2010 but from much
closer to the coast of South Geor-
gi a, from as |
called the Bay of Islands[sic]
Honestly 1 8m
capeél fear it
against the roc
sending that one on its way with
much confidence that day!!! And
a careless mistake to write Bay of
Islands when | was actually re-
leasing it from the Bay of Isles.
Was there a subconscious
thought of the bottles turning up
in New Zealand?!

| sent two more in December
when en route to the Falkland
Islands, having said my goodbyes

erwise been a 100% success rate.

not
Wi

entist on commercial fishing

was that of Marine Biological As-
sistant, employed by British Ant-
arctic Survey (BAS) and based at
the research station of King Ed-
ward Point, South Georgia. The
station is run by BAS on behalf of
the Government of South Georgia
and the South Sandwich Island.
The stationds
twofold. It contributes scientific
research that is used to manage
the South Georgia fishery and
ecosystem, as well as supporting
the work of the government

w i es
" Qo VASHR CuBibrt S

Immlgratlon Offlcer Fls

Osf"*lecer

s ma S
k sTbedoottIe(s)\wares de@oyed in the
last seven months of my two -year
contract & not as that might im-
ply as a Robinson Crusoe cry for
rescue 0 but as much for curiosity
as for anything else. To see where
it might turn up, and should it
withstand the stormy Southern
Ocean. Quite
even begin to speculate where
that might be. It is somewhat of
an idealistic notion, to pit the in-

r]erllequSr I

h o rEgl §vern b

significance of a lonely bottle
against all the odds of the mighty
ocean and to see it triumph. Per-
haps it can teach us a lesson.
Even the smallest act can tri-
umph.

Oh the stories it could tell. Actu-
ally they would indubitably be
quite boring & Day 467. Contin-
ued in a generally easterly direc-
tion, ever-so-slowly. Overcast,
heavy swell from the west and
with a cold spitting sleet around
noon. At four
sighting of what | momentarily
mistook for land in the distance.
When | again surmounted a crest
| realised it was only a giant pet-
rel surmounting a crest at the
same time. | should not be disap-
pointed, it is the closest company
| have had for weeks. It appears |
have lost all sense of distance
perception, relativity, not to men-

b ot t Ibeats.sMy positiomat the titnér r e etion concept of time. This seems

to be lasting an eternity. Why did
he throw me overboard? Why
why whyé

Having now thought a bit more
about this particular bottle, given

i ts success an
frenzyo (! 1)y it

r o ik by as suddengwave (of dispn-

pointment. For looking at the
globe | realise that Stewart Is-
land has in fact stood in the way
of a compete circumnavigation;
surely every mes

i n€ihdddhopds dream.

age came to a premature end just
after the halfway stage. | shall be
ior tendey,hopks f@réhp ney three
years to see of the bottle
launched the day after will make
it!

That said, three years is quite
impressive for the little guy.
However, about a year ago while
working in the Shetland Islands |
came across the story of the long-
ttle yoyagg.; (88rveafs.
Google it! V)

Scientific research has since out-
(Continued on page 11)
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LETERe T R ) T M
(Continued from page 10) can conclude is that in many and the bottl eds
ways the journey of the bottle
stretched its humble beginnings was a work of art, serving no real All the best
and the idealistic notion of where  purpose other than to imitate or | yke

and when the bottle might turn
up has been replaced by the
burning desire to learn all about
the direction and strengths of the
ocean currents. It is well worth
looking up about the Argo buoys
that are constantly deployed
nowadays and responsible for
much of our knowledge of ocean
currents. Wikipedia usually has a
relatively up -to-date map of their
presence in the oceans .

Anyway, | hoped by rambling on
and on that | would finally get to
some profound and moving state-
ment that unlocked the meaning
of this enterprise, this work. All |

represent a journey that is taken

by an innumerable quantity of
water and dissolved molecules on

a constant basis. As was the jour-
ney of the bottl e
surface and symbol. Those who go
beneath the surface do so at their
peril.o6 Oscar Wil
of Dorian Gray).

Though perhaps | should have
guoted Jean Cocte
cannot speak about his art any
more than a plant can discuss
horticulture.o

| conclude, the purpose of my ac-
tion was clearly to create this re-
action to the success of my action,
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Senior Citizens
Midwinter Buffet
18th June 2013
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