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The Stewart Island Singles Ball has been at the 
forefront of news this month, both on and off 
the island. Close-Up filmed a feature on the 
ball, which is now available online, Southland 
Times’ reporter Collette Devlin took up the 
challenge to try her “luck of the Irish”  as well 
as report on the ball itself, and many, many 
first-time visitors left the island happier for the 
experience. The hours of preparation, advertis-
ing, sweating the small stuff (not to mention  
the big crays) paid off. Well done to everyone 
who rolled up their sleeves to make it a great 
night. More ball thanks on pg 4, photos pg 2, 
check out the online tributes or join the  
“For the love of Pete” fan club on Facebook. 
 
Thankfully neither of our two dustings of snow 
interfered with ball travellers, and we were 
free to enjoy the powdery stuff in our back-
yards, playgrounds and just about everywhere 
we looked. Unfortunately, a couple of islanders  
were unable to enjoy it through their windows, 
from under the warmth of a blanket and a cup 
of cocoa. Instead they spent the day replacing a power pole and 
restoring Halfmoon Bay’s electricity. More on pg 2. 
 
Another main event which waited for the weather was the first 
bait drop on Ulva Island, following the discovery in December 
last year that rats had reinvaded the island sanctuary. After 
months of plan writing, written submissions, public hearings, a 
council decision and corresponding appeals period, approval 
was given to respond to the event using  aerial baiting with 
brodifacoum-laced pellets. Some of you may have seen the re-
port that an aerial 1080 drop was going ahead. If you missed 
the correction the following day (easily done, hidden as it was 
at the bottom of pg 4) rest assured that not a crumb of 1080 
touched the island. Story and some cool helicopter shots pg 9. 
 
Excitement is building for the Halfmoon Bay School’s annual 
performance. This year the production will be “Peter Pan” but 
any more information than that is TOP SECRET. Don’t miss the 
show on 1st September. Poppy’s report is on pg 3. 

The Rakiura Heritage and Information Centre Trust is holding an 
afternoon for us all to drop in, to see a 3 dimensional model and 
plans for the proposed new museum and information centre. 
The trust is excited to have made such fantastic progress over 
the past year. Margaret Hopkins shares more on pg 4. 
 
Finally, if you are free on the morning of Thursday, 1st Septem-
ber, join plumber Jup Brown for the start of his New Zealand 
run. Jup will leave Lee Bay and run to the ferry, before running 
the remaining length of NZ for his mate Nick, and to support the 
Stroke Foundation of NZ. See pg 8 for more on the story. 
 
As much as we’ve enjoyed the winter break, it’s always good to 
see the flowers growing on the fuchsia again and to be sur-
prised by the occasional warm spring day. Stay well everyone 
and we’ll catch you next month. 
 
Cheers, Kari Beaven 

The Power Team set to work replacing a power pole and restoring electricity 
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Snow Scenes from Stewart Island 
 

Hunched shoulders and upturned collars trans-
formed to upturned faces, hands and even 
tongues as snow flakes fell across the island this 
month, in two separate polar blasts.  
 

Boogie boards and steep hills became snow 
slides, snow men donned beanies and gloves 
against the chill breezes and the foot-prints of 
secretive, feathered neighbours gave away their 
night time wanderings through local backyards. A 
formidable-looking fortress was built in the HMB 
School grounds but only weapons of minor de-
struction (mainly spent snowballs) were found. 
 

HMB School and the 0-5‟s music and movement 
group were cancelled on Monday 
morning, as were some office work 
days, due to a power pole being 
knocked out by a sliding motorist. 
The Power Team worked hard 
through some pretty slippery and 
cold conditions to restore electricity 
to homes and businesses by the 
early afternoon.  
 

Neighbours dropped in on 
neighbours to make sure 
they had food, warmth, 
health and a smile, and 
others stoked their own 
fires, popped the kettle on 
the gas stove and picked 
up friends reliant on heat 
pumps and electric ranges 
to share their home. 
 

Jill and Richard stuck it out 
in a shop with no power 
until everyone, including 
returning salmon farmers, 
had been accounted for, then headed around to elderly resi-
dents‟ homes to make sure no-one was going hungry, cold or 
in need of transport. Unbeknownst to them, they were caught 
out and found their photo in the Southland Times the next day. 

 

Above and Right: Some of the snowy scenes from Halfmoon Bay. 
Below: Preparations of all kinds, a Singles Ball enjoyed and break-
fast in jammies the next day. 
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HMB School Rocks! 
 
This term there has been a ROCKING sound 
coming from HMB School! 
 
With the Peter Pan play looming nearer and 
nearer, a lady called Mary Chetty who specializ-
es in teaching music, came down from Christ-
church to help with the songs and sound affects 
in the play.  
 
She got together seven students to form a band 
to play the songs in the play and taught them a 
variety of instruments, including some we have 
never heard of before. One student is even play-
ing the Malodica, do you know what that is?  
 
Everyday Mary worked with the band and some-
times she worked with individual students. The 
band, along with Mary on the guitar and Becky 
on the violin are doing an overture at the start of 
the show and are practicing it hard because it is 
the only time the audience is focused on the 
band. 
 
On Thursday 11th the band played and sung 
three songs to a school in Christchurch via 
Skype and then got three songs sung back to 
them. This was a good experience for the stu-
dents and they loved preforming for the school. 
The students are even allowed to take home 
their instruments to practice and are thoroughly 
enjoying this.  
 
It is amazing how far the students have come in 
2 weeks, make sure you don’t miss show time! 
 
NB: Halfmoon Bay School’s production of 
Peter Pan is to be held at the Stewart Island 
Community Centre on  

Thursday 1st September 2011, 5:30pm. 

Operation “Cover Up” 
 
Another lot of knitting has been sent away and was very well re-
ceived. This year we had 5 blankets, many hats, scarves, small 
jerseys, mittens and knitted toys.  
 
Well done!  
 
I had a card from Liz Clarke from Taupo who is the N.Z per-
son that oversees this project, thanking us for our imput. Liz is 
amazed to think that since the knitting started around 78,000 
blankets and 350,000 other knitted items have been sent over-
seas. Mind boggling, [my wrists ache at the thought.]  
 
Remember this is an on going project so keep up the good work. 
If anyone needs wool, needles or patterns please contact Pat 
King 2191156 or Elaine Hamilton 2191027  

Above:  
Hats and toys knitted by “Operation Cover Up” . 
 

Left:  
One of many blankets knitted this year by the team.  

ZIMBO VENTURES 
Imports originating in the USA.  

We strive to get anything people may want. It's a good time for 
Kiwis to take advantage of the NZD USD exchange rate (over 
80cents). No need to wait for any potential savings (that often 
never comes) to get through to the retail level here in NZ. We 
can source all sorts, new or second hand outboards, outdoor 

power equipment, motorbikes, cars etc. Some of the more mis-
cellaneous items we have brought in are: athletic strapping 
tape, baby gear, and exercise equipment. Take advantage of 

using a Kiwi business with US connections to save you all the 
headaches of dealing with overseas purchases.  

 
 Zimbo Ventures Limited  

42 Dalziel Rd.  Dunedin 9010  
zimboventures@gmail.com (027) 750 2177  
Find us on Trademe selling as "caseyandkent"  

with 100% positive feedback.  

http://us.mc57.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=zimboventures@gmail.com
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Rakiura Information & Heritage Centre Trust 
 

On Monday 5th September Opus Architects will hold a pub-
lic consultation afternoon at the Fire Station to show plans 
and a 3d model of the proposed new museum and infor-
mation centre building. Rather than a public meeting where 
it was felt that only a few people might get to express their 
thoughts it was decided to have a „call in‟ session where 
Opus Architects and Trustees of the RI&HCT will be availa-
ble to discuss the plans.  
By that stage it is hoped that the Rakiura Heritage Trust will 
have their exhibition plan nearly completed and a start will 
have been made on exhibition design. This project presents 
a great opportunity to develop a building that the community 
can be proud of and that will serve Stewart Islanders and 
visitors well.  
 

Late in June as part of the first stage in developing a Con-
cept Plan for the new Rakiura Information and Heritage Cen-
tre building a workshop with Julian O‟Sullivan and Raja Hi-
dzir from Opus Architecture was held.  
 

This workshop was held over two mornings and covered the 
following topics: 

 Space required for each of the proposed user groups – 
Rakiura Museum , Southland District Council, Visitor Infor-
mation Centre & NZ Fire Service 

 Reallocation & sharing of space which resulted in a reduc-
tion in the overall size of the building 

 Yard requirements & boundary considerations 

 Use of road reserve area if required 

 General integration of landscape aspects surrounding the 
proposed building 

 Foot traffic flow 

 Manning of the counter & consideration of general running 
constraints 

 Material options for cladding & roofing for the building 

 Special climate considerations for the museum exhibition 
& storage areas 

 Energy saving options 

 Flooring options 

 Drainage & sewerage constraints 

 Place of the building in the landscape 

 The possible „look‟ of the building 

 Timetable for exhibition design requirements 
 

Opus Architects revisited the Island and met with the Trust 
again on the 4

th
 August to present the first draft of the con-

cept plan. Following this, trustees felt extremely pleased with 
the progress made.   

 

A very big thank you to  
everyone who helped with 
the Singles Ball! 
 

From gatherers, to butterers, 
to spreaders, to decorators, 
to dancers, to cleaner-upperers, you all 
know who you are, and we thank you, it 
couldn't be done without you! 
 
 

In case anyone missed Close Up on Tuesday, here's 
the link  
http://tvnz.co.nz/close-up/fishing-love-4-59-video-
4363264?ref=facebook 
 

As a result, as of 7am Wednesday morning, a Face-
book Group called  

'For the love of Pete - Stewart Island'  
already had 124 members.......... 

 
Collette from Southland Times also did a great job 
telling the world about her fabulous night, on http://
www.stuff.co.nz/southland-times/news/5482562/
Collette-keeps-quiet-on-luck-of-the-Irish   
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Leeym Thompson has just 
returned home from a holiday to sun-
ny Canada, along with mum, Nana 
and sister Summer. He has shared 
some of their awesome adventures 
with us below. 
 
The plane shuddered and shook as 
we finally took off on our way to Van-
couver to start our Canadian adven-
ture.  
 
Nan, Mum, Summer and I spent 2 
weeks in Victoria and 2 weeks in 
Whistler where Aunty Mel lives. Her 
house was surrounded by trees and 
she had a hot tub on her deck that we 
all loved!  

 
Whistler is famous for its skifields and 
its mountain biking. It was summer 
while we were there and the Crank-
worx mountain bike festival was on. 
We got to watch some amazing bik-
ers who pulled off their best tricks. 
They were so awesome!  
 
We also had some black bear experi-
ences - we saw one walk through 
the water park playground, one on 
a forest trail by a lake and then we 
were surprised to see another one 
crossing a busy road!  
 
A tourist attraction we went on was 
the peak to peak gondola that goes 
across a valley between Whistler 
and Blackcomb mountains. It's 
quite new and is the longest and 
highest stretch of unsupported ca-
ble in the world! It was super high 
up and freaky but cool!  
 

We drove onto a big ferry 
to go across to Vancou-
ver Island and spend time 
with lots of our family. 
The weather was hot so 
we went swimming in 
lakes and had heaps of 
bbq dinners together. My 
Uncle Bob trains people 
to drive big Navy ships in 
a simulator so we got to 
have a go and it was like 
being in a huge 
playstation game! I had a 
turn at driving it and we 
got stuck in the shallow 
harbour! Then I parked us at the 
dock.  
 
We went for a ride around the real 
harbour on a funny wee water taxi 
and saw float planes taking off and 
landing, as well as some really cool 
houseboats.  
 
We saw deer standing on the side of 
the road near houses and Mum liked 
the hummingbirds in our cousin's gar-
den.  
 
I loved collecting sea glass at Sidney 
beach and making mosaics with my 
grown up cousin.  

It was fun to meet our family and sad 
to say goodbye to everyone.  
 

Our warm holiday went really fast and 
we froze when we came home to 
snow!  

ban lobetrotter   off-Island Adventures. 

Above: Sea glass mosaics 
Below: Peak to Peak gondola ride. 

Above: The Inukshuk and the top of Mt Whis-
tler, a native guide for safe travelling  
Below: Ferry to Vancouver Island with Nana. 
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Community: 
 
The „wharf rules’ are up for review again.   In August 
each year the rules are reviewed to ensure they are cur-
rent and are still reducing congestion at the wharf.  Here 
are the current rules.  If you have any ideas or changes 
to the following rules that may improve the congestion 
please contact me.    
 
The Wharf Rules:  
(To make the Wharf more user friendly) 
1. Police will enforce loading zone time limit, No parking 

lines and parking on footpath. 
2. Park vehicles in 30 minute loading zone with vehicle 

facing away from wharf.  (Prevents bottle neck at turn 
around area) 

3. Park inside broken parking lines where possible. 
4. No parking in turn around area.  „Keep it clear‟. 
5. South Port (Jon SPRAGGON) to enforce parking on 

wharf. 

6. No unattended parking on wharf other than in the one 
approved park on beach side of entrance to wharf, 
for loading or unloading only . 

7. No pedestrian traffic on work area of wharf. 
8. All Bulk Freight to be moved off the wharf within 24 

hours of arrival. 
9. All Bulk Freight to be pre-booked before going onto 

the wharf. 
Non-perishable bulk freight/ freight items to be uplift-
ed/ dropped off outside of Ferry/ Freight boat arrival 
departure times. 

10. Small amounts personal luggage to be taken to 
Wharf office via walkway and then placed in bins by 
office. 

11. Drop off bulk amounts of luggage early. 
12. If you have large amounts of luggage personal items, 

wait until the congestion is clear before loading/
unloading. 

 
 

Senior Constable Dale JENKINS 

Halfmoon Bay Beat: 
 

The Singles ball went off well again.  
Visitors and local appeared to have 

had an enjoyable night.  The mood for the weekend was 
generally relaxed.   Well done. 
 

Crime: 
Between the 27

th
 of July and the 6

th
 of August 2011, 8 life 

jackets and two mooring ropes to a total value of approx 
$1200.00 were stolen from a vessel moored at Thule.  
The theft of life jackets is a concern as they are usually 
stowed away and it is not until you need them (hopefully 
not an emergency) that you find them missing.  Any Infor-
mation re this theft would be appreciated.  
 

Search and Rescue: 
Over the last month we have had three search/ marine 
incidents.   
 

Tuesday the 26
th
 of July a hunter spent a night on the 

beach in Storm conditions, south of Chew Tobacco Bay.  
He had become disorientated and got caught out in the 
dark.  He was found by hunting companions the next 
morning just before searchers were put in the field. 
 

Tuesday the 2
nd

 of August a 44 year old passenger 
jumped off the 1630 sailing of the ferry between Stewart 
Island and Bluff.  This resulted in a 5 hr marine search, 
involving 7 vessels and 2 helicopters.  No sign of the pas-
senger has been found to date. 
 

Tuesday the 8
th
 of August a Piper Cherokee light plane 

landed in the sea off Doughboy bay. No injuries. 
 

Police would like to thank all those persons involved in 
managing, assisting  and searching in these incidents.    
 

Traffic:   
Snow and ice:   Over the last month the snow and Ice 
has made driving on our roads occasionally very chal-
lenging.   There have also been a number of cars aban-
doned on hills.  (Can‟t go up or down the hill due to the 
ice).  If this happens to you, give me a call to help move 
it, as the abandoned vehicle becomes a hazard to all oth-
er vehicles using the road.  The abandoned vehicle also 
becomes a target for other out of control vehicles to hit.   
Drive carefully. 

 

Exempt Class B vehicle licences:  There are a number 
of vehicles on the island with class „B‟ licences when they 
should have class „G‟ licences.  The following is from the 
NZ transport agency web site under licence exemptions. 
 

Exemptions from paying levies (exempt Class B)  
Exempt Class B vehicles are exempt from the payment of 
some levies and charges such as ACC levies, road user 
charges and fuel excise and excise equivalent duty. The-
se vehicles include: 

 Some farm vehicles: 
 motor vehicles (not trailers) used solely for agricultur-

al operations or for getting from one part of the farm 
to another 

 tractors used solely for agricultural operation or in 
conjunction with road construction or maintenance 

 tractors used to cart milk from the farm to dairy facto-
ry or to transport farm produce or supplies from one 
part of the farm to another 

 tractors used to load fertiliser and cart fuel for top-
dressing. 

 mobile machinery such as airport runway sweepers, 
stationary log haulers 

 other vehicles including self-propelled grass mowers, 
forklifts, traction engines. 

See our Agricultural Vehicle Guide for more information.  
 

Operating a vehicle where the incorrect licence fee 
and ACC levy has been paid carries the following   
Infringement fee = (Individual) $200, (Body Corp) $1000 
 

If you have a class B licence on you vehicle and are not 
entitled to have it,  I suggest that you change It to a „G‟ 
licence before the 20

th
 of  September as I will be enforc-

ing class B licences from that date.  
 

PARKING:  The community board has asked me to en-
force vehicles parked illegally on the “sharp” corner of 
Main road and Argyle Street.  Vehicles are not allowed to 
park within 6 meters of an intersection.  Vehicles parked 
right on the corner obstruct the vision of other road users. 
 
 

Senior Constable Dale JENKINS 

http://www.nzta.govt.nz/resources/agri-vehicles-guide/
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Conservation genetics of the New Zea-
land Tui (Prosthemadera novaeseelandi-
ae): a brief introduction 
Sarah Wells: PhD Candidate, Ecology and Conservation 
Group, Massey University 
 

My project investigates population genetics and phyloge-
ography in the Tui. In other words, I use genetic infor-
mation to understand how Tui populations all over New 
Zealand are connected, and  how they have been affect-
ed by human-induced habitat clearance.  
 
Tui are a national icon and one of New Zealand‟s most 

loved birds. Tui emblems 
are used in many advertis-
ing campaigns and as com-
pany logos. However de-
spite this, we know very 
little about them. Very few 
studies have focussed on 
tui, with most choosing to 
study more endangered 
species such as kiwi. This 
study will be the first com-
prehensive study of tui and 
the first to investigate tui 
genetics. 
 
My study sites include pop-
ulations all over the New 
Zealand mainland, as well 
Stewart Island, the Kerma-

dec, Chatham, and Auckland Islands, where it is sus-
pected that isolated sub-species may exist. From each 
site I catch thirty tui with mist-nets. A very small amount 
of blood is collected from each bird for genetic analyses, 
and morphological measurements are also recorded.  
 
In Southland, I am particularly interested in the extent of 

movement of tui between Stewart Island and Invercargill. 
It will determine whether the Stewart Island population is 
completely isolated or whether there is any migration to 
or from the mainland. If there is little movement between 
the two, there is the possibility that the Stewart Island tui 
could be a separate sub-species, as has been found in 
the Chatham Islands. My study will also help us to deter-
mine this. This will have significant implications for tui 
conservation management.  
 
I am also looking at the effects that habitat fragmentation 
may have had on tui populations. Habitat fragmentation, 
caused by increasing human land use, can adversely 
affect populations by restricting migration and leading to 
a loss of genetic diversity. This loss can consequently 
leave populations vulnerable to extinction, as they cannot 
adapt to cope with environmental pressures such as dis-
ease. Therefore, I will be comparing sites that have high 
levels of habitat fragmentation such as Invercargill, with 
those experiencing less fragmentation, such as Te Anau, 
in order to determine what effects this fragmentation has 
had on the genetics of the local tui population.  
 

This project will significantly increase our knowledge of 

tui ecology, and therefore help us to make informed deci-

sions for conservation management of this overlooked 

national icon.  

Want to help Sarah catch Stewart Island Tui? 
 

Sarah will be on Stewart Island catching tui near the end of 
September.  If you would like to help with the catching, please 

register your interest with Brent Beaven (03 2190002; 
bzbeaven@doc.govt.nz) before 10 September.   

 

Most of the catching will be around the township. 

Art Exhibition – Spatial Reflections 
 

An exhibition entitled Spatial Reflections is to be held at the Southland Mu-
seum and Art Gallery from August 24th until September 25th.  
 

Artist Dawn Barry, formerly of Stewart Island, is a descendant of Tiraha and 
William Cook and has done paintings for the exhibition to celebrate the 
Port Pegasus chapter of Tiraha and William’s adventures in 1826.  
 

Other artists featuring are John Wishart (son of Ann Dickens) and Stuart 
King who have sculptures on display, Phil Newbury – glass, and Jill Nicholls – 
ceramic.  Margaret Hopkins 
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You’re invited to: 
The Rakiura Environment Centre re-launch 

After a phenomenal effort by our volunteers and sponsors over the last year, SIRCET’s new Rakiura 
Environment Centre is now complete, and we’d like to extend a warm invitation to all to attend our re-launch drinks & nibbles, 
to be held on: 
 

Saturday 15 October between 4:30-7pm, at the Centre on Elgin Terrace, Stewart Island, next to the Glowing Sky t-shirt shop.  
 

For any questions, please contact Alina on alina@sircet.org.nz or (03) 219 1487, see you there! 

Lights...  Camera... Action!!!   
(And give us LOTS of it!) 

 

For the past 6 months, (almost) every Friday after school 
has been a 'Movie Night' for the kids of Stewart Island. 
 

With our lounge transformed into an auditorium, using 
four viewing layers of seating and our large blank wall as 
the big screen, we have entertained with some child-
hood classics like:  

StarWars 
GhostBusters 
Scooby Doo 
Famous Five 
Spy Kids,  
Indiana Jones, and currently, 
the “Back to the Future” trilogy 

 

Poppy and Sohpie seem to enjoy giggling at me bopping 

to the StarWars tunes :-) 
 

Even the Rugrats kids had their own special morning 
viewing of Madagascar. 
 

All are welcome, and are given movie theatre classic 
food:    Popcorn & an ice cream each.   
 

Admission: FREE by Tanya Check 

Clockwise from above: Lined 
up; pop corns and ice creams. 

I‟m Running New Zealand for my mate, 
and the Stroke Foundation of NZ. 

 

My mate Nick Chisholm is a stroke survivor and an absolute legend. Nick 
experienced “Locked in Syndrome“ after a series of brain stem strokes 
following a rugby accident in 2000. With the help of rehabilitation he is 
achieving incredible things everyday, things other people take for granted. 
  

As a keen long-distance runner, and inspired by Nick‟s enthusiasm for life, 
I'm running the length of New Zealand to raise awareness of Nick and the 
45,000 other stroke survivors in New Zealand. My goal is to enable more 
stroke survivors to access the gym and rehabilitation, helping them to 
reach their full potential. 
 

Join Jup on his first leg, cheer him onto the ferry or follow his online blog. 

 

When do we start? 
In short here‟s how it will go… 
 

Start date:     1st September 2011 
Start location:      Stewart Island 
Average km/day:    50km 
Est. finish date:  8th November 2011 
Finish location:      Auckland 
Est. duration of run: 69 days 
Total km covered:  Approx 2600 km 
 

www.runningnz.co.nz 

...can a 38 year old plumber run the length of NZ? 

mailto:alina@sircet.org.nz


 

August - September 2011  STEWART ISLAND NEWS PAGE 9 

First stage of rat removal 
completed for Ulva Island 
 

The first of two baiting operations on 
Ulva Island was completed on Thurs-
day 18

th
 August, to eradicate Norway 

rats. 
 

Rats were initially removed from Ulva 
Island by 1995 and the island is now 
home to many endangered birds, in-
cluding mohua / yellowhead and 
tieke / saddleback.  Rats were detect-
ed again on the island earlier this 
year.   
 

Ulva is an important wildlife sanctuary 
and a key drawcard for the Stewart 
Island tourism industry - we‟re deter-
mined to ensure it remains that way.  
This aerial operation gives us the 
best chance of getting rid of these 
rats before the breeding season 
starts for these threatened birds and 
before the rats can target the nests. 

The operation involved 
spreading rat poison using 
a GPS guided helicopter 
with a specialised spread-
ing bucket to ensure an 
even application of rat bait across the 
island.  This technique is kiwi ingenui-
ty at its best.  Kiwis pioneered getting 
rats off islands, initially with very 
small islands and hand baiting.  Con-
tinued innovation saw the marriage of 
helicopters, GPS and fertiliser 
spreading techniques, that now sees 
a very light but even application of 
bait across the whole island, ensuring 
that every rat gets the chance to en-
counter a bait. 

 

The operation was initially delayed by 
fog in Invercargill preventing the heli-
copter from leaving for Stewart Is-
land.  But this cleared by mid-day, as 
did the last few coastal showers, 
leaving a perfect day 
for bait spreading.  The 
whole operation went 
very smoothly and was 
completed within five 
hours.  The weather 
stayed relatively set-
tled for the four days 
following the drop, with 
only 2mm of rain rec-
orded across the entire 
period (this amount of 
rain has no effect on 
bait quality). 
 

The University of Otago is monitoring 
bird populations before and after the 
drop to determine how the threatened 
bird populations are faring through 

the rat invasion and erad-
ication. 
 

The island is open, but 
visitors are warned to 
avoid handling baits and 
to keep a close watch on 
children.  It is also very 
important that visitors 
continue to check all 
gear, to ensure they are 
not unwittingly transport-

ing rats, mice or 
seeds to the island. 
 

Some bait may 
have entered the 
sea but measures 
(including the use 
of a deflector buck-
et) were taken to 

keep this to a minimum. Neverthe-
less, the Department of Conservation 
and Te Whaka ä Te Wera / Paterson 
Inlet Mätaitai Committee advise peo-
ple not to fish within 100m of Ulva 
Island until further notice.  DOC is 
conducting testing to ensure that the 
toxin isn't in fish or shellfish surround-
ing the island. Until the test results 
come back clear, we recommend that 
people do not eat fish or shell-
fish caught within the Mataitai Re-
serve within 100m of the coast of Ul-

va Island and surrounding rock 
stacks. For any questions regarding 
this please contact the DOC Stewart 
Island Field Centre (03 2190002) or 
members of the Mataitai Committee 

This first bait drop will be followed-up 
with a second drop in at least one 
week's time. Again the timing will be 
determined by the weather. The se-
cond drop is to ensure that we get 
any juvenile rats that may have been 
too young to be interested in the bait 
the first time round.  We will again 
advise everyone prior to this drop 
happening.  
 

Conservation Week  
 

Show how much you love New Zea-
land by celebrating Conservation 
Week from 11-18 September 2011. 
Join thousands of people across the 
country to celebrate our native wildlife 
and our incredible natural areas. 
Events planned for our area include: 
 

 Living Legends planting projects  
A major highlight for our Conserva-
tion Week 2011 celebrations is The 
Great Living Legends Muck-in. Living 
Legends is a community conservation 
project that is co-ordinating 17 native 
tree planting projects across the 
country during September and Octo-
ber 2011 in conjunction with the Rug-
by World Cup. Southland‟s event is to 
be held at Bushy Point Reserve in 
Invercargill on Sunday the 11th Sep-
tember 2011. Call into the Rakiura 
National Park Visitor Centre for more 
information about this event or visit: 
www.livinglegends.co.nz . 
 

...continued pg 11 

http://www.livinglegends.co.nz/
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Not so Scary 
The IRD came calling this month. 
Two women, Rebecca and Jan, prowled the streets of Stewart 
Island, looking for islanders to whom they could talk…. about 
how the IRD can help them. 
 

The nurses hosted a meeting for parents of young kids, to talk 
about tax credits and about benefits, about which many of us 
had never heard. They then sent booklets back to the nurses 
from town, to make applications easier for island families. 
 

Did you know:  

 If your childcare is a registered Early Childhood Education 
Centre (ECE), as Rugrats is, you can claim up to a third of 
your fees from IRD? Use form IR 526. 

 As Rugrats is a registered charity, you can also claim dona-
tions to Rugrats from off your taxable income total. 

 “Working for Families” has more than just one option. It’s 
an umbrella heading and where you might not be eligble 
for the Family Tax Credit, you may be eligieble to claim an 
“In-work tax credit” (if one or both parents work a com-
bined total of at least 30hrs per week), or the 
“Accommodation Support” allowance, if your annual in-
come comes under a certain threshold. 

*NB If your income is all over the place - some weeks higher, 
some lower - choose the “annual calculation” option (instead of 
fortnightly or weekly). IRD will then run a quick check at the end 
of the year and, if you’ve made it under with your total earn-
ings, will pay you the difference. 
**You can ask them to check over previous years’ earnings too, 
in case you’ve missed claiming for several years.  

 Maternity Leave isn’t available to everyone, but Parental 
Tax Credit is an alternative option that is almost as good, 
and might just help some parents whose contract finishes 
before their baby is due, or who didn’t return to work after 
their first baby. 

 

No-Risk Enquiries About Getting Tax Back  
If you phone the IRD and ask them to check if you’re owed 
some tax back at the end of the year, and they find instead that 
you owe them some money, you're stuck with a bill you have to 
pay. It’s a catch for so many people. 
 

But now…. 
There is a way to do this online, completely risk-free, using the 
IRD’s website. Register for IRD’s online services and then use 
their calculators to work out how much tax you should have 
paid, and how much you did pay. If, using this, you discover you 
didn’t quite pay enough tax, there is no risk of being sent a bill 
and you are free to walk away. If you use this calculator and 
find you paid too much tax, you can then follow up on this and 
receive your credit.  
 

It is possible to use their site to look back over several years 
and find overpayments made several years ago. It all stays 
anonymous, until you pick up the phone. 
 

Rebecca and Jan also listened to issues mums have with getting 
sign-off on forms and IRD numbers for new kids, which need to 
be done off-island, all within a short period of the birth (but 
unable to be done immediately afterwards). They are taking 
suggestions made to them by the mums at the meeting to their 
supervisors, to try and ease the costs and time consuming re-
quirements.   ...continued pg 11 

Starts Friday 9
th
 September.  

 
Mona will be at the Hotel at 
5.30 on Friday 9

th
 to give 

you your picks.  
 

If you cannot be there 
please phone me and let 
me know you would like to 
be in the sweep. 
 

Costs: $5 a week    
(Total for all games $35.) 
 

There will be no bonus 
points but there will be 4 
points extra for a draw. 
 

Prizes to 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
place. 
 

Mona 
2191 003 

 Congratulations 
Megan and Graham 

on your marriage 

 
 

Congratulations 
Elaine and Alan 

on your marriage 
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Stewart Island Library 
Whare Pukapuka of Rakiura 

 
New Library Hours 

 

Monday 12.30-1.30 pm 
Wednesday 2.30-3.30 pm 
Friday 12.30-1.30 pm 
Saturday 10.00 – 12.00 

 
If you need to return a book out of hours, remember 
the returns slot at the seaward side of the building.  

Community Centre News 
 

Hi all 
 

Tash the personal trainer is coming 
back YIPPEE!   
 

Tash will be here on Thursday 22
nd

 
September morning until Friday 23

rd
 

lunchtime.  $30 per session and if 
you join for 3 mths and have a ses-
sion you will receive 1 mth free. If you 
join for 6 mths and have a session 
you will get 2 months free.   
Contact me for a time. 
 

We have a new second had cross 
trainer which is going great .  
 

Cheers, 
Sue  

Community Initiatives Fund 
 

The Southland District Council Communi-
ty Initiatives fund closes next month on 
the 30 September 2011.  
 

This fund supports community facilities 
or amenities, sport and recreational op-
portunities, and community pro-
grammes, activities or events.  
 

If you would like help to put together an 
application for funding, or would like to 
discuss your community project please 
contact your community development 
planner Anna Star by email  
annas@venturesouthland.co.nz or  
(03) 211 1417.   
 

Anna Star,  
Community Development Planner 

Conservation Week Events cont… 
 

 Mill Creek Interpretation Walk,  
Monday 12th September - Join the children and 
parents from Halfmoon Bay School on a half day 
walk to the Mill Creek area. Departing from the 
DOC Visitor Centre at 9am, the walk will wander 
over the hill to Mill Creek where we will talk about 
the history of the area, look at the estuary area 
and its inhabitants (whitebait, eels, birds, etc) and 
learn about tidal zones and the abundance of life 
this area holds. Then it will be on to the beach for 
some fun and a chance to explore before planting 
and/or weeding the dune restoration area, a pro-
ject started with the school some years ago. 
 

 Quiz Night, Sunday 18th September 
For a fun night out and a chance to pit your wit and expertise against Vicky 
and her tremendously tricky and challenging questions that will have a 
„Conservation theme‟ get a team together and join us all at the South Sea 
Hotel at 6pm. 

Continued from pg 10... 
Finally, Rebecca and Jan are looking to 
return to the island every six—twelve 
months, to talk to any groups or individu-
als who would like to brave a public 
meeting, about making their (tax-related) 
lives easier and more affordable. 
(Actually, they weren’t scary at all.) 
  

In the meantime, look out for the 
Working for Families packs sent via 
the District Nurses, register to work 
things out online or find someone 
who was at their meeting to ask for 
some tips.  

Community Centre News:  
Don’t forget what’s on at the hall 

 
 

Monday 930am Music and movement 
 5.30pm Dancing with Donn 
 

Tuesday  10am Tai Chi 
 4pm Swiss Ball 
 

Thursday 4pm Swiss Ball 
 

Saturday  4.15pm Swiss Ball 
 

Also we are going to do another clothes drop and swap, 
and send any leftovers to the Salvation Army. 
 

This will be 24
th
 25

th
 September  so drop off any clothes 

you would like to recycle to a good home and the rest will 
be sent to town to a good home. 

mailto:annas@venturesouthland.co.nz
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Calendar: What’s On this Month 
 

24th Aug: Spatial Relations art exhibit opens, 
 Southland Museum 
1st Sept: HMB School’s “Peter Pan”, 5.30pm 
 Community Centre 
5th Sept: Opus Architects’ public consultation, 
 Fire Station, all afternoon. 
8th Sept: Garden Circle AGM 
9th Sept:  Rugby World Cup Sweep launch, SSH 
10th Sept:  RSVP for Tui catching around HMB 
11-18th Sept: Conservation Week 
11th Sept:  Living Legends Bushy Point Planting 
12th Sept:  Mill Creek Interpretation Walk, 9am DOC 
14th Sept:  Lonnekers Beach tidy-up + cake, 10am 
18th Sept:  Quiz Night, conservation week theme, 
 6pm South Seas Hotel 
20th Sept:  last date to ensure correct licencing 
22-23rd Sept: Tash, personal trainer here 
30th Sept:  Community Initiatives Fund closes 
15th Oct:  Rakiura Environment Centre re-Launch 
 4.30pm - 7pm next to Ship to Shore 
Every Friday:  kids movie afternoon at the Check’s 

If you wish to have Stewart Island News posted to you or a friend, please fill out this form and 

forward it with a cheque made payable to “Stewart Island News” to P.O. Box 156, Stewart 

Island. The cost is as follows: 

 

12 issues to an Oban address or Internet address   $24 

12 issues to other New Zealand address   $30 

12 issues to international address $54 

 

Name of Recipient:__________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Advertise in the 

 Stewart  

Island  

News 
   

This little paper ends up in most  

island households and is sent to over 

150 bach owners, former residents, 

and other subscribers around  

New Zealand and the world.  

Dozens of visitors see this too.   

So tell all of those people  

about your business! 

 

Contact editor for rates. 

Jess 03 2191 367 

editor@stewart-island-news.com 

Stewart Island News is published on a monthly basis as material permits.  

Please send articles and enquiries to Kari at 
PO Box 27, Stewart Island News, HMB Post Office  

or to editor@stewart-island-news.com 

STEWART ISLAND  
GARDEN CIRCLE 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL  
MEETING AT THE HOME 

OF JENNY GELL  
2pm ON 8

TH
 SEPTEMBER  

Conservation Week Activity (11-18 Sep)  
Lonnekers Clean Up 
 
When & Where:  
Lonnekers Beach, Stewart Island, 
Wednesday 14

th
 September 2011 from 

10am to noon  
 

Join SIRCET back at Lonnekers Beach to 
check up on last year‟s plantings, give the 
place a tidy up and enjoy a piece of cake! 
 

What you will need: A hat, water bottle, hand tools for 
weeding if you have them, sturdy footwear.  
Contact: Denise on (03) 2191 159 or denise@sircet.org.nz 
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