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Celebrating rakiura 

January—February 2014                     $2.00 

Many islanders spent the holidays off-island:  

Bravo, Millar‘s Beach, and North Arm hosted 

heaps of revellers over the holidays. It wasn‘t  

unusual to see rafts of ten or more boats tied  

together up the Inlet. Christmas and New Year‘s 

weren‘t perfect but the days between were  

scorching hot and glassy calm in the Inlet. The Bay 

had a nice New Year‘s Eve replete with a band and 

bonfire at Halfmoon Bay, fireworks at Horseshoe, 

and flashing blue lights all over the show (the fuzz 

was out in force enforcing drink driving laws). 

 

The Hall saw a full house for the Community 

Christmas party. The magician made the kids 

laugh; Santa was great too though the babies cried. 

Old Saint Nick is a concept you have to get used to. 

When I first told my kids that a guy with a beard 

and a big tummy was going to creep into our house 

at night, they were not amused. I made the mistake 

of youtubing it to explain: Rudolph the red-nosed 

reindeer and his bullying peers and insanely laughing Santa 

just further freaked my kids out. Maybe most disturbing are 

the herky-jerky motions of 1960s stop-animation: charming 

to nostalgic adults but utterly creepy to iPadding rugrats.  

 

Did you hear the tale of the missing 

monk? See police blotter (p6).  

 

The shark cage diving issue has 

reared its big snub nosed toothy head 

again, right on the cusp of cage  

diving season. Anecdotal evidence 

has been mounting that white  

pointers are becoming more aggressive toward boats, and a 

recent incident sparked several articles in the greater media 

(yes, media greater than SIN!). After a white pointer lunged 

at a dinghy full of unimpressed visitors, stories appeared in 

the NZ Herald, SLT, ODT, and Yahoo News. Margaret 

Hopkins, Richard Squires, Clinton Duffy, Storm Stanley, 

and Brett Hamilton all expressed their concerns to  

reporters, and Brett gave an interview to Marcus Lush on 

Radio Live (www.radiolive.co.nz). The cage diving  

operators continue to refute any suggestion that their  

actions are altering the sharks‘ 

behaviour. More page 5. 

 

We have a new column! Thanks 

to Sharon Ross for sharing her 

knowledge with us. See page 7 for 

Voice of a Girl Mechanic.  

 

Farewell and good luck to our 

friend and musician Pearson. And we wish all the best for 

Tam, James, Sayla and Archie in their new ventures.  

 

Finally, apologies this issue is a bit late.  

—Jess 

King of the castle. Horseshoe Bay cribbies enjoy a giant moated sand castle. 

The Island’s hearts go out to  

Carolyn, Bridget, Simone, Lisa, and the entire 

extended family of Russell Squires.  

Russell (aka Badger) was a cherished member 

of the community, a hard-working fisherman, 

and above all he was a devoted family man.  

He will be terribly missed.  

Maia steals the magic show at the Community Christmas party. Boys and buoys. Sailor (and two other wee sailors) at North Arm. 
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LICENSED CAFÉ/ 

BAR OPEN DAILY 

CASUAL DINING IN NICE SUR-

ROUNDINGS. LOCAL FARE 

OUR SPECIALTY. GREAT 

FOOD, 

GREAT  

SERVICE 

GREAT 

VIEWS.  

UPSTAIRS ON 

THE WHARF 

OPEN DAILY 7AM-3.30PM,  

EXTENDED HOURS FRIDAY  

AND SATURDAY EVENINGS  

5.30-8.30PM 

FRIDAY AND 

SATURDAY 

EVENING 

DINING 

TEL 2191019 

BIRD ON A PEAR 
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Pete Ross Automotive 
14 Ayr Street 

Stewart Island    
Phone 2191 266 

 
Have available for Hire 
Lawnmower 
Chainsaws 
Waterblaster 
Chimney Brush 
Rotary Hoe 
 
Have For Sale 
Weedeater Cord 
CRC 
Degreaser 
Fuelite, Meths 
Kerosene and Turps 
Coal 
Weedkiller 
Jumper Leads 
Funnels  and plenty more! 
 
Coming Soon: We will have 9 kg 
Gas Bottles for Sale and a Rug 
Doctor to Hire 
 
Summer Hours 
Mon - Thurs  8am - 5pm 
Friday 8am - 6pm 
Sat 10am - 2 pm 
Sun 11am - 2pm 
 
New Competition 
Over the month of February 2014, 
every person who spends over $50 
in fuel (petrol or diesel) will go in 
the draw to win a free WOF check 
at Pete Ross Automotive when 
they are next due. 
 
We are delighted to see the  
improvement in vehicles with  
current WOF's.  If you would like 
an email or written reminder of 
when your WOF is next due please 
email/inform Sharon and she will 
ensure it happens in a timely fash-
ion.  Please be aware that the 
WOF regulations changed on Jan 
1st 2014 and this may  
affect when your next WOF is due.  
Please see article in this  
edition of SIN of what the new  
requirements are and their  
implementation date. 
 
Pete and Sharon would like to take 

this opportunity to wish all the 
Stewart Island Community, locals 

and cribbies alike who have  
supported us in our first year.   

 
Wishing you all  

Seasons Greetings  
and the best for 2014. 

The next boot sale will be held on Waitangi Day  

(6th Feb Thursday) 10am to midday. 

All stalls welcome, whether you want to fundraise for a group, 

or just sell your clutter, or get the kids to have a cleanout! 

To be held in the Fire Station, in the event of a nice day we 

might even branch out into the Village Green  

(aka the triangle)! 

Crafts, baking, garden produce etc etc whatever you want to 

make or sell, up to you! 

Being the last day of the school holidays and a public holiday 

should make it quite busy so would be nice. 

—Vicki 
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Quiz night update for the year 

$615 donated to the Nurses Clinic last night, that gives you this for the year 

$11,767 donated in 2013 

 

27.1.13 $20 tape & raffle tickets $465 two cameras for SIRCET 

3.3.13 $1000 donated to HMB Year 7 School Camp 

10.3.13 $500 donated to Stewart Island Library for new books 

17.3.13 $630 donated to Stewart Island Rugrats for Cutter and Laminator 

17.3.13 $100 donated to Neighbours Day Aotearoa Board Games Day 

24.3.13 $300 donated to the Health Committee for Baby Massage Course 

31.3.13 $780 donated to the Community Centre and Rakiura Heritage Trust from 

Easter Quiz 

7.4.13 $250 donated for Plunket Books $120 for the Mosaicing Project 

19.5.13 $100 donated to the Community Garden for seeds and potting mix 

23.6.13 $600 donated to the Stewart Island News 

7.7.13 $122 donated to the Stewart Island Nurses for educational books 

28.7.13 $100 donated to the knitting ladies for wool 

4.8.13 $200 donated to the Rakiura Heritage Trust for envelopes and stamps 

11.8.13 $350 for Booster Seats $465 for Rugrats dolls and storage 

1.9.13 $1500 donated to SAR and St John's for a stretcher wheel 

6.10.13 $600 donated to Stewart Island library for new books 

13.10.13 $600 donated to the Community Centre for new sports equipment 

24.11.13 $350 donated to kids presents for the Community Christmas Party 

15.12.13 $1500 donated to the Community Centre leaky roof! 

22.12.13 $500 donated to the Community Christmas Party 

29.12.13 $615 donated to the Nurses Clinic  

BOOK REVIEW from Gwen Neave 

 I have recently been reading a swag of Dana Stabenow books 

whose main character is Alaskan native law enforcer, Kate 

Shugak.  Now reading two or three books from the same author 

back to back is to usually risk threatening over-kill of said au-

thor‘s particular style.  Not so Ms. Stabenow‘s books on the Alas-

kan heroine living in the shadow of the Quilak Mountains.  Stabe-

now‘s insight into the economic, environment and social perils of 

existing in the harsh conditions of rural Alaska – ‗the last great 

wilderness on earth‘ -  gives her readers a clear picture of the un-

forgiving land and climate and the unique people who live there.  

Her knowledge of the history of this state‘s development, its politi-

cal traumas, its past and continuing subjugation to and rape by 

Outsiders and the struggles of its many Native groups makes very 

compelling reading.   

Kate Shugak is totally believable as the heroine of the nineteen 

Stabenow books that feature this crime fighter. Her love life is 

erratic and strewn with casualties, and tragedy.  She is a flawed 

champion with doubts, who falls prey to ill judgements and is 

stubborn as all get out.  Her integrity however is never (well, 

hardly ever) in doubt although Stabenow does not make her a 

sanctimonious Saint. 

Stabenow‘s humour is best seen in her passages referring to Mutt, 

Shugak‘s half wolf, half husky companion.  Mutt‘s intelligence 

supersedes that of most of the Alaskans she comes into conflict 

with and Stabenow‘s descriptions of her are deftly drawn.   Mutt 

exudes most of the noble, and ignoble, characteristics of a human 

as well as courage and unflinching loyalty to her mistress. 

The books teem with fascinating Park inhabitants, or Park Rats, a 

blend of mad, bad and cunning Alaskan homesteaders, miners, 

fishers, hunters and lawmen. 

The library staff have helpfully displayed the collection of Stabe-

now books in stock with numbers depicting their place in the 

Shugak series.  Great reading was guaranteed for the cool and wet 

days that have (so far) heralded this year‘s emergence. 

Awesome buffet at the community  

Christmas party. Photo from Vicki Coats 

Magician Wayne and his  

chinchilla 
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LETTERS    

 

Hello dear Jess, Season‘s 

Greetings and thank you for 

the December S.I.N. Now, 

that Mason Bay photo: my 

cousin Nancy Schofield could name all those people (the 

photo probably came from her), but she‘ll be away over 

Christmas. However, I can identify at the reins her father 

Arthur Wm. Traill Jr.; not sure who‘s the next passenger 

but it might be Lena Smith; then Nancy and I THINK me 

in the rear of the dray. Mateen Traill is walking along  

behind the dray, encouraging the cavalcade. The dog‘s 

probably Mick or Mac, but I can‘t remember the horse‘s 

name. Merry Christmas, 

 

Sheila Natusch 

 

   

Reply to Jules’ column  

During the later part of the 19th, through the early stages 

of the 20th centuries; Manchester in the United Kingdom 

was famed for it's (now derilict) textile industry. New  

Zealand, being a relatively new country at the time was 

completely reliant on imports for all it's textiles & linens. 

Manchester Linen became much sought after for bedding, 

due to it's superior quality over alternative sources. (As 

today, Egyptian Cotton is considered the superior article.) 

So consumers would seek it out by name. Over time, where 

once they would have asked for 'Manchester Linen' - this 

became shortened, to simply 'Manchester'. Hence Kiwi's 

now call bedding Manchester. [from wikianswers] 

 

Vicki Coats 

 

  

As an immigrant I had to laugh at Jules ―language prob-

lems‖ and Cheerio sandwiches.  Forty years ago when I 

first arrived, pork and chicken were cheap options for meat 

in UK and celebration meats in NZ.  The butcher on Cuba 

Street, Wellington, probably funded a trip to UK from the 

profits on my pork and chicken purchases in my first 2 

weeks in NZ.  And I‘ll never forgive the greengrocer who 

blithely sold me a bag of tamarillos and watched straight-

faced as I tried to bite into this delectable-looking fruit.  (I 

also threw away my first purchase of passion-fruit ‗cos the 

middle was rotten – all runny and green-and-gold.)  I soon 

sorted out ―iggs un buy-con‖, ―fush un chups‖ (but was suit-

ably confused in this so-called ‗accentless‘ country to en-

counter ―feesh an cheeps‖).  I did think NZ was a Third 

World country when I noted that most of the school kids 

were going to school shoe-less, and these great hulking lads 

of 16 and 17 years old had to go to school in short ―little 

kids‖ trousers.  I was even more confused when these same 

young men, resplendent in school blazers, climbed into the 

driving seats of cars .....  The short-pants situation was 

quickly explained when I saw my first Wellington ‗city 

gent‘, outfitted in an immaculate pin-stripe suit, conserva-

tive tie, briefcase, umbrella, newspaper – and short pants 

(albeit obviously the tailored bottoms of his suit) and long 

socks – leaving a bare two inches of bare skin between the 

bottom of the ‗trousers‘ and tops of his socks.  Why bother?  

On their first visit to NZ a couple of years later, my Dad 

was very confused at Auckland Airport when the lady in 

the cafe where he bought coffees asked him for ―another tin 

sins please‖.  By then, I was able to laugh at him, and now 

when I visit UK, my rellies have been heard to say:  ―By 

gum!  Dunt oor Soozan tork foony!‖  (Translation:  ―Crikey 

Dick!  Doesn‘t our Susan sound peculiar in her speech!‖)  

 

But there is one point that Jules made that I‘m not sure I 

agree with – Manchester.  I think that this was pretty 

much a world-wide term applied to fabric made from cotton 

(in the pre-Indian cotton days), and famously manufac-

tured in that city.  I  remember my Nana being somewhat 

patronising about a tablecloth that was ―only starched 

Manchester, not real Irish linen‖.  But I do hope Jill contin-

ues to keep Jules out of the kitchen, or the school kids will 

be having Mars Bar sandwiches for lunch!  However, it‘s a 

Southern Hemisphere thing to have ―sprinkles‖ (―hundreds

-and-thousands in Brit-speak) on bread and butter, so may-

be it‘s not such an impossible scenario after all Jules! 

 

Sue Ford 

Sharks playing bumper cars with  

dinghies; sharks attacking outboards; 

sharks biting buoys; sharks circling small 

boats; sharks sighted at Halfmoon Bay, 

Deadman‘s, off Acker‘s, within meters of 

recreational divers just outside Horseshoe 

Bay…and earlier this month, lunging at a 

dinghy. Sharks loitering around boats like 

dogs waiting at the door for a feed. Has 

cage diving modified white pointer  

behaviour?  

 

Scientists are cautious to comment  

but the anecdotal evidence has been 

mounting for several years that the  

behaviour of white pointers around here 

does seem to be altered. People who have 

fished and dived and boated in these  

waters all their lives observe that white 

pointers have become more aggressive 

and are drawn to the sight and sound of 

boats. Some Islanders are pointing the 

finger at the shark cage diving companies 

operating in Foveaux Strait.  

 

The cage dive guys refute this and  

continue to claim that the fishing boats 

are a bigger draw than the cage dive 

boats because they unload more guts; that 

sharks have always been here; and that 

the cage diving business is doing the  

Island a service providing an economic 

boost to the community (one cage dive 

operator has cited $100,000 a season).  

 

And the fishermen counter that they 

aren‘t disputing these claims. Yes, sharks 

have always been here (of course they are 

here, to feed on the seal pups); yes, a 

fishing boat cleaning fish will be alluring 

to a shark; yes, cage dive tourists likely 

spend money on other amenities here.  

 

The concern is not about the presence of 

the white pointers. The concern is about 

their behaviour. Brett and Squizzy are 

among locals who believe the sharks are 

behaving more boldly and aggressively 

toward boats. Shark expert Clinton Duffy 

points to evidence from Oz that sharks 

have learned from cage boats that  

Boats = Feeds.  

 

Some people get tsked for feeding kaka 

because it interferes with their natural 

behaviour. The cage guys are feeding 

tuna to white pointers, a protected  

species. Tuna doesn‘t occur naturally in 

Foveaux Strait and is, as Brett pointed 

out on RadioLive, ―like candy to kids.‖ 

What could possibly be occurring in the 

shark‘s brain?  Hear boat. See diver. Eat 

treat. Hear boat, see diver, eat treat. 

Synapses fire, neurons sparkle. Boat, 

human, snack. Boat, human, snack.  

 

It‘s a dangerous Pavlovian experiment 

unfolding on our doorstep. Though  

some locals have now spoken up and 

there‘s been a flurry of media attention, it 

will be interesting to see if anything 

changes on this front.  
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The Stewart Island Health Centre Nurses Debs and Marty along with the committee wish to thank 

the South Seas Quiz Night participants, also Vicki and Helen for their generous donation of $615. 

 

The nurses have the purchase of a small hand held scanner in mind when we have enough funds  

available. Once again thank you all . We will keep you informed of our progress. Also the Health  

Centre will be having a produce stall at the fire brigade on February 6th Waitangi Day. 

The Island Beat 
 

Business Break up, Christmas and New 

Year celebrations this year were celebrated with good spirit.  

As a result there were few problems.  The weather could have 

been a bit more cooperative.  

 

Reported Crime:   

 Between the 16th of December and the 6th of January four 

house windows were smashed on an unoccupied holiday house 

at Leask Bay. 

 On the 27th of December Police investigated a domestic 

assault. 

On the 7th of January a 23 year tourist was arrested for shop-

lifting a Jacket from Glowing Sky‘s shop Halfmoon Bay 

 

Traffic: 

 Drink driver vehicle stops over the holiday period resulted 

in 1 driver being processed for drink driving..  Police are 

awaiting Blood test results.   Most drivers stopped were re-

sponsible and passed the road side breath screening test. 

A reminder that the wharf rules are being enforced to make 

the transition of people and freight on and off the Island as 

smooth as problem free as possible. 

 

Found Property: 

Police are currently holding the following items of found prop-

erty: 

 Men‘s Watch found Bald Cone on the 09/12/13 and is en-

graved on the back ‗Shona and Colin 40 years’ 

A quantity of cash was found on Fuchsia Walk track on the 

26/12/13. 

 

Search and Rescue: 

 Late on the evening of the 25th of December 2013 a Monk 

staying at Deep Bay was reported overdue after going for a 

walk at 1 p.m.   Immediate searches of the Ackers point, Gold-

en bay Deep Bay and all small tracks around the Ringaringa 

road area failed to locate the Monk.  The monk arrived back in 

Halfmoon Bay at 0930 a.m. the next day after spending an 

uncomfortable wet and cold night on the Rakiura Track.  The 

batteries went flat on his torch, Cell phone and camera caus-

ing him to sit it out in the rain until daylight. 

 On the 30th of December a Hamilton Tramping club mem-

ber was flown out of the Rakiura National Park after breaking 

a leg on the track between Freds Camp and Rakeahua Hut. 

 

Senior Constable Dale JENKINS 

 

THANKYOU 

The trustees of Toi Rakiura Arts Trust Stewart 

Island wish to thank the following people for 

their help and support in bringing the Royal 

New Zealand Ballet Company to the Island 

(December 04, 2013) and assisting their  

performance at the Community Centre.  

Jason Steele, Real Journeys Bluff 

Meredith Dooley, RNZB 

Policewoman Helen Tod 

Bruce Ford and Alan Wadds 

Philippa Fraser – Wilson & Rosemary Taiaroa 

The Community Centre Trust 

Halfmoon Bay School Staff and pupils 

Ian Munro, Rakiura Shipping (who offered free 

freight to the company) – we didn‘t have to take up 

his offer but it‘s good to know generous people were 

ready to help if required. 

All those willing helpers who put chairs from the  

social room out in the stadium on the Wednesday  

afternoon – and took them back again that night. 

Vicki Coates 

 

 We valued your generosity and involvement in a  

highly successful experience visit and performance. 

The Community Carols at the School was  

hugely successful, with more than 60 people in 

attendance.  Photos from Jenny Gell 
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In SIN’s new column “Voice of a Girl Mechanic” Sharon Ross will share 

some of her garage wisdom with us. Following is a bit about our new 

contributor: 

 

I am married (to Pete) and have 2 children, a daughter Devon (22) who 

has just graduated from Massey Uni with a 1st class honours degree in 

spatial design and  Braeden (15)  and often seen helping at the garage 

in school holidays. He is in Year 11 at Kings High school in Dunedin 

and is awaiting his Cambridge exam results. 

 

I come from a small town of 400 people on the Taieri Plains outside 

Mosgiel.  My background is Nursing, I trained as a General and Ob-

stetric Nurse (I was in the class before Marty Pepers and surprisingly 

do remember him as a student!), I spent 2 years in Surgical Nursing in Balclutha Hospital, 20 years in Orthopae-

dic Nursing at Dunedin Public Hospital, the last ten years of my Nursing career as a clinical tutor for Otago Poly 

and as Orthopaedic Nurse Educator at DPH.  Following a car accident in 2006, I was forced to give up nursing and 

tutored computing and business skills for Otago Polytechnic until I married Pete in 2008 and shifted to Crom-

well. We had the opportunity to set up a new workshop in Frankton, Queenstown in 2009, starting with 3 custom-

ers on our first day and 4 years later having over 2000.  It was an extremely busy workshop and a steep learning 

curve but as a team we got there! 

 

We bought our little holiday home here in 2011 up on Kamahi Road and loved the opportunity to visit as often as 

we could, before the chance came to purchase Island Transport in 2012.  With our lease due to run out in Frankton 

in June 2013, the opportunity was too good to pass up and the rest as they say is history.  I was very grateful to 

the wonderful support I got from the existing staff of Jack, Bryan Cronin, Jeanette and Bruce Ford, which enabled 

me to muddle my way through the initial transition from Frankton to Island life whilst Pete worked between the 2 

workshops.  It was a challenging time being alone on the Island 4 days out of 7 but the welcome we have both re-

ceived, the generosity and support of both the Islanders and the crib owners has been very humbling. 

 

Whilst in Frankton, I was 

talking to our current rep 

from the MTA about how the 

monthly magazine lacked 

anything appealing to the 

many women involved in the 

industry (unless of course 

they were interested in the 

merits of limited slip differ-

ential vs ... which I wasn't), 

and he suggested I write a 

column. At about the same 

time Pete's Mum had posted 

me up a copy of a book called 

"The Girl Mechanic" and the 

idea was born.   

 

I wanted to write something 

that appealed to both, was in 

plain speak, gave infor-

mation but with a humorous 

and female slant on things.  

My background knowledge 

before I met Pete about cars was almost nil. I expected to put petrol in them and them to go.  However I was a 

farmers wife in the back blocks of South Otago in the 80's so could change a tyre without breaking a finger nail, 

knew that cars responded better to some TLC (my Dad had made sure I knew how to check the water and oil, and 

understood the value of regular servicing when I bought my first little (red of course) Mitsubishi Lancer back in 

1983. Since then much to Pete‘s horror I have always had Mitsis, the present  one which suffers the indignity of 

sitting in the cold and rain at Invercargill airport. I would rather  watch paint dry than  any version of car racing 

but do know the difference now between cambelts and chains, can identify a cv joint at 100 paces and find the dirt 

and grease of a workshop is probably a much cleaner environment than some of the nursing situations which oc-

curred on a regular basis! 

 

 

New WOF Expiry dates 

Due to government regulatory changes from Jan 1st 2014 the NZTA have determined 
new WOF expiry dates as outlined in the table below.  If you have any queries please 
contact your local WOF inspection service centre - on Stewart Island this is Pete Ross 
Automotive.  Please note this only applies to any  WOF issued after 1.1.14 

 

 

 

 

 

This seems complex at first glance but for most of the Stewart island vehicles, they are 
older than first being registered after 1st Jan 2000 and therefore the WOF requirement 
of 6 monthly remains unchanged.  Still confused - contact Pete or Sharon to clarify! 

Sharon with husband Pete 
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Farewell from the 

Foster’s! 
It only seems like yesterday, I 

was introducing myself as the 

new Project Administrator for 

the local environmental champi-

ons – SIRCET. Well, Lawrie and 

I are on the move again and this 

will be my last article for SIN 

before we head back to the main-

land. As much as we like this 

piece of paradise, we are missing 

out on important events in our 

family‘s lives and are suffering a 

major dose of FOMO (Fear Of 

Missing Out). 

Thanks for having us – we will take some great memories 

with us on our next adventure and will spread the word 

about the unique and untouched world that is Stewart Is-

land.  

 

 

 

 

Tom-Cat Text Trap! TtT 

Beware marauding moggies the Tom-Cat Text Trap (TCTT) 

is up and running and ready to wreak havoc on the furry 

feral felines. An international touch, local environmentalists 

and Kiwi Ingenuity at its best have been combined to wage 

war against feral cats which are a 

real threat to native birdlife on Stew-

art Island.  

An annual visitor to the Island, Tom 

Sandoz, has made a sizeable dona-

tion to SIRCET, indicating a prefer-

ence for using technology to reduce 

labour costs and at the same time to 

increase efficiency. 

For several years Stewart Island 

local, Peter Tait, has been involved 

with SIRCET, and is well aware that feral cats are actively 

trapped around the Acker‘s Point reserve. Live capture traps 

are used so these need to be checked on a daily basis when 

opened which is labour intensive 

and reduces resources to other pest 

control projects.  So wouldn‘t it be 

great to use technology that con-

sists of a device that attaches to a 

cat trap and when the trap is 

sprung, a text message alerts the 

Pest Control Officer. Commercial 

telemetry traps are available but 

expensive at $600 each. Peter 

thought he could do better that 

that and after a lot of research put 

together a trial unit that will re-

duce the cost to $400. (Full details 

of materials used available on  

 

http://sailsashore.co.nz/wordpress/2013/10/animal-control-

project  

A field trial is currently set up at Acker‘s Point and apart 

from having to increase the wattage of the solar panel, all is 

going well.  As it happens the trap has had a ‗customer‘ 

when the unit did catch a seriously large RAT. At 2 am one 

morning Denise received not one text but several, as the rat 

had munched through the cable, triggering the unit several 

times. (Another slight design modification required!) 

We have also had a promised donation of 3 units by a Crib 

Owner. This is very heartening as it means we will be able 

to field 10 units once the panel size issues have been sorted.  

 

Other Uses and Applications 

The SMS units we are using have several applications of 

course. They will accept 2 separate inputs and they can also 

output 2 separate signals.  These can be used for controlling 

almost anything from a cell phone but it is the input capabil-

ity that has real potential here for boat owners. Connect a 

unit to a float switch and the vessel is immediately covered 

from bilge flooding. And while probably the automatic bilge 

pump will cope in the short term, once the battery goes flat 

or the pump burns out or otherwise fails, then receiving a 

warning text could well save a heap of grief. For further in-

formation, contact Pete Tait 03-2191151. 

 

SIRCET Kiwi advocacy 

Update 
 

By Cherie Hemsley 

 

Monitoring during December of the kiwis 

that were released into the Ackers project 

area in February 2013 has made my Christmas!!! TX12 is 

still hanging around the golf course area, possibly torn be-

tween two loves? Who will she choose? Bush Boy or City 

Slicker? I don‘t know about you, but I‘m sitting on the edge 

of my seat waiting to find out!!!!! I‘ll be keeping a close eye 

on her movements this month! 

 

In conjunction with Trademe and Kiwis for Kiwi, SIRCET 

offered to auction the naming rights to two relocated Kiwis. 

This auction was won by Beyond Services (100% Kiwi 

owned, multi-service organization in Auckland and Welling-

ton). They have named TX18 Matatika and TX14 Ngaio. 

These two birds have fallen in love! While out monitoring 

this month volunteers Stacey Wilford, Gael Gordon and Da-

vid Streit and I located two kiwis in the same burrow! 

Matatika and Ngaio!        

                                                                                                                                                                                  

We decided to enlist the help of Denise Hayes and set up a 

trail cam outside the burrow to see what we could see. We 

received some amazing footage, not only are Matatika and 

Ngaio very touchy feely with each other, but they have pro-

duced a chick!!!!! Ngaio, the female, is the one in the fore-

ground with the longer beak and Matatika, the male, has 

the shorter beak. They have produced a beautiful, small 

fluffy (not bad looking) chick!!!!! I can‘t wait to see what how 

this family grows! I‘ll 

keep you posted.             

 

Once again we located 

TX22 in the same area 

having another moi un-

der some more crown 

fern!!!!! He may need to 

work on his approach 

with the ladies as he 

seems to be on his own. 

Matatika and Ngaio having a smooch 

Ooops – a – daisy 

I think I had an identity crisis 

in the Christmas edition of the 

SIRCET newsletter. I‘m a wee 

boy kiwi and I have a shrill 

voice (kind of like my pants are 

too tight) not a hoarse one as 

reported. Sorry for the muck-

up folksJ  

http://sailsashore.co.nz/wordpress/2013/10/animal-control-project
http://sailsashore.co.nz/wordpress/2013/10/animal-control-project
http://www.google.co.nz/imgres?sa=X&biw=3036&bih=1360&tbm=isch&tbnid=9WuDlBPFiCnsEM:&imgrefurl=http://swingfx.co.nz/visitor-information.html&docid=96AIzSXHXumFQM&imgurl=http://swingfx.co.nz/uploads/images/Kiwicartoon.gif&w=260&h=282&ei=b13QUoivI4OpkAWSiYG4Dg&
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And as Aretha would say, 

Everyone can see we're together 

As we walk on by 

And we fly just like birds of a feather 

We know that's no lie 

We are family…………. 

 

Our Valuable Volunteers: 
Gael Gordon (from Auckland) has been volunteering with 

SIRCET since 

early November 

and will be with 

us to the end of 

February.  

David Streit 

(from Switzer-

land) started 

early December 

and unfortu-

nately finished 

on the 10th Jan-

uary. Both of 

them have been 

a HUGE help to SIRCET and have assisted with: nursery 

work, weeding including the Lonneker‘s project, trapping, 

building new rat traps and trap maintenance, installing new 

monitoring and trap lines, Little Blue Penguin counts/Titi 

burrowscoping…. 

 

Gael and David‘s stories and their account of their time on 

Stewart Island will feature in the February edition of SIR-

CET news but I did ask Gael ―What do you think of life on 

Stewart Island”?A  

 

Her reply ―I have loved life on Stewart Island.  Aside from the 

beautiful unspoiled landscape and abundant native wildlife, 

the thing that stands out most for me is the incredible sense 

of community that prevails here.  People do care about and 

look out for each other, you can walk around at any time day 

or night and feel perfectly safe, and there is an evident pride 

and respect for the environment.  Three things that have real-

ly stood out for me - the cake stall for the Philippines Ty-

phoon that raised over $1000 in the space only a couple of 

hours one Saturday morning, Vicki's Sunday night pub quiz 

that raises incredible amounts of money that is donated back 

into the community by way of support to 

local organisations; and the night the 

NZ Ballet came to town!  I have also 

been made to feel incredibly welcome 

during my time here, something I very 

much appreciate and certainly helped 

make my time here that much more 

enjoyable. 

I will miss Stewart Island when the 

time comes to say goodbye but I will 

never forget the incredible, seemingly 

endless array of amazing experiences I 

have had here, or down-to-earth honest, 

warm and genuine people I have met 

along the way‖. 

 

Denise and the Trustees would like to 

express a huge thank you to both Gael 

and David. In Denise‘s words ―I couldn‘t 

have got through all the work without their help, especially 

installing the new monitoring lines and maintaining/checking 

the traps!‖ 

BOOK REVIEW from Sue Ford 

Reading advice for Tweenagers, plus 

―The Ninth Circle‖ by Alex Bell 

 

I thought Joy Cowley wrote solely for a 

younger age group – Mrs. Wishy-Washy 

and so on.  I received a shock on reading 

―Starbright & the Dream Eater‖, imme-

diately followed by ―Hunter‖.  You may 

have guessed that I like a little fantasy, 

a touch of the supernatural.  We have 

both in ―Starbright‖, the 12-year old 

tomboy main character.  She lives with 

her special-needs sister and their par-

ents in small-town America.  At least 

Starbright thinks that‘s who she lives 

with – we know better!  The surprising 

details of Starbright‘s birth lead direct-

ly to the startling and scary responsibil-

ity that the girl must shoulder, to defeat 

a parasitic invader from outer space.  If 

she gets it right, she can steer the world 

onto a parallel path where the humans 

don‘t all die of Spindle Sickness in order 

to feed the energy needs of the Dream 

Eater.  Spindle Sickness is so named 

because people with it fall asleep and 

never wake up.  As Starbright points 

out, the name is stupid because Sleep-

ing Beauty, inspiration for the name, 

did wake up eventually, and those un-

lucky enough to ―catch‖ Spindle Sick-

ness just die.  There is a prophecy to 

fulfil, but it also details the possibility 

that the ―child who knows no fear‖ and 

can save the planet might not take up 

the challenge!  Of course, Starbright – 

who knows no fear except of cockroach-

es – is up for it.  The problem is, no-one 

believes what she discovers and time is 

running very short. Un-put-down-able! 

  

―Hunter‖ is less ‗fantasy‘, more 

‗supernatural‘. The story takes place 

where two worlds collide, one in 1805, 

the other in 2005.  In 1805, a teenaged 

no-name Maori slave is using his sixth 

sense to find food for his Southern iwi 

masters, to hunt for them.  He has a 

sort of inner-eye (moe-mahi), but the 

things he sees, from eels to the last 

moa, are really there when he goes look-

ing for them.  Imagine the puzzlement 

when he sees an enormous white bird 

turn into a waka and a bloodied hu-hu 

(or pakeha) girl climbs out – but in go-

ing to help her, she isn‘t there .....  

Meanwhile, in 2005, three Invercargill 

children - Jordan Marama McKenzie, 

almost 14-years old, and her two young 

brothers, have been spending the first 

days of the Christmas holidays with 

their ditzy aunt in Wellington.  It is 

time to go home for Christmas, and the 

children find themselves in a light air-

craft, with a storm approaching, and a 

sudden detour over Fiordland neces-

sary.  The plane crashes, the pilot is 

killed, and Jordan and her brothers 

must survive, but these kids are urban-

ites – city-bred, so where does Jordan 

get the information she needs about 

survival?  The ending is absolutely bril-

liant.  Thought it was going to be a two-

hankie job, but turned into a shout-

aloud ―Blimey!  And I never guessed!‖   

 

―The Ninth Circle‖ is by the author that 

intrigued me with ―Jasmyn‖.  It opened 

very promisingly with another intri-

guing premise:  a man regains con-

sciousness lying on a kitchen floor, amid 

the detritus of a DIY project gone 

wrong, a case full of money on the kitch-

en table – and absolutely no knowledge 

of who he is, where he is,  or what the 

money is for.  Despite some slightly 

creepy happenings, the first two-thirds 

of this book then rest entirely on 

‗Gabriel‘ establishing his own back-

story in the form of a diary.  Yawn.  The 

final third has tense moments and a 

‗what can happen next?‘ feeling, but is 

both too fantastical in its plotting – fea-

turing stern, cruel angels and soft-

hearted, wistful demons, a virgin birth 

on the top of a Budapest cathedral, and 

so on, but is also unaccountably boring!  

Now how did that happen?  I mean, I 

appreciate of bad-tempered angels!  At 

least ―Jasmyn‖ wasn‘t boring!  Perhaps 

Alex Bell is improving as a storyteller, 

as ―Jasmyn‖ appears to be her second 

book.  I may not rush round to the Li-

brary looking for Book No. 3 though. 
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The Native Island rat/possum eradication trial 

By Darren Peters, National Predator Officer 

 

Looking towards the future of pest control in New Zea-

land, with a goal of eradicating animal pests and taking 

into account our evolution of thinking in this field, has led 

us to testing "will Goodnature automatic/resetting traps 

eradicate possums/rats on Native island". 

 

Native Island is one of only three Islands in our data 

base that still has both possums and rats and isn't too 

big and has good access. After a chat with the local land 

owner and local DOC folk, we all decided it'd be a good 

start point. We chatted also to SIRCET to discuss how 

this project may or may not fit into their future plans too. 

 

In November, four DOC staff from Te Anau popped 

down and set up the monitoring system so that we'd be 

able to observe the effect we have as we progress. That 

crew marked and set 5 random lines of 250m length 

each. On each of these lines are set 5 tracking tunnels 

to record rat activity and 25 wax tags to monitor possum 

activity.  The results prior to setting the traps were 84% 

rat tracking and 57% bite mark index (BMI). The rat 

number is quite high and he possum number is about 

right for unmanaged possums.  

 

During the week 18-22 November, a team of 10 volun-

teers/DOC staff marked, cut and set all the traps re-

quired for this operation. We based our grid set up on 

previous eradications and mainland current best prac-

tise. So there are three lines laid out like concentric cir-

cles, 100m apart with rat traps every 50m and possum 

traps every 150m on each line. About 146 rat traps and 

44 possum traps in total. 

 

The volunteers that helped with the set up came from 

Taranaki where they have all had experience with this 

type of work and with these traps. They hail from East 

Taranaki Environment Trust who run a 20000ha stoat 

control project for kiwi protection and 1500ha of possum 

and rat control for kokako reintroduction. It was so good 

to have these folk who understand this work and com-

munity relationships!! We also had help from two DOC 

experts, one from the Northern Te Urewera where we 

have a massive area of ecological protection at Te 

Urewera Mainland island, 30000ha of possum control 

and five core areas of rat and stoat control, and the oth-

er from Te Anau where we have multiple projects similar 

in goals to this. 

 

All of the traps where set 70cm at least above ground to 

protect the weka and the rat traps have a little bracket 

under them to give ratty a platform and provide more 

protection for weka. 

 

The traps were all set by the Wednesday the 20th nov 

and we partially checked them on the 21st then checked 

all of them on the 22nd. We got round early on the 22nd, 

hopefully before weka got the rats and observed 44 rats 

under the traps, 1 quadruple, a couple triples and a few 

doubles - not a bad start.  

 

We will check all the traps and prefeed between the 

traps each month till mid winter then review where to 

next. We'll monitor every 6 weeks odd too to check on 

our progress.  

 

If anyone in the Halfmoon Bay community want to come 

on these checks you'd be welcome. Please contact 

Brent Beaven. 

 

Regards Darren 

 
 

Stewart Island update 

 

Just prior to Christmas, possum contractors treated 

approx. 3200ha of the Anglem Coast.  Possum 

numbers were successfully reduced to about a 

2% index (our target was 5%). 

The start of the Rakiura Track at Lee Bay has been 

re-routed and re-gravelled after storm damage 

caused slumping and washed away sections of 

the track. 

The second phase of the robin transfer from Ulva 

Island to the DSF Reserve will occur throughout 

January and February.  Juvenile robins will be 

transferred just prior to dispersal from their 

parent’s territories. 

Our hut ranger programme is in full swing with vol-

unteer hut rangers based at Port William, Mason 

Bay and on Ulva Island.   

We have had the benefit of having three fantastic 

long term volunteers helping our work pro-

gramme this summer.  Jake, Patrick and Abby 

are all spending 3-4 months gaining work experi-

ence across all of our conservation work. 

A new staff member, Philippa Green, is due to start 

on the island at the end of January.  Phillipa will 

be managing the AirNZ sponsored trapping pro-

ject from Lee Bay to Port William, as well as the 

Darwin’s barberry eradication project. 
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RAKIURA MUSEUM MATTERS – by Jo Riksem 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Murdoch’s Mill with Jim Brookland on the far left. 

 

2014 has brought in a new wave of family enquires and one that was of special interest was the family of 

Jim Brookland.  There are still people on the island who remember the Brookland family. We found out Jim 

used to work as a mill hand at Murdoch‘s Mill at Horseshoe Bay.  Jim is seen here on the very far left sitting 

on a log.  They‘re all sitting on logs, not surprising! There were other names given on the original photo-

graph but with only nine names and ten men in the picture we are not sure which name goes with which 

person, except for Jim.  Can anyone help?  Other names are Charlie Mann, Gelam Cooper, Bill Witsey, 

George Murdoch, Dave Stott, Charles Hicks, J. Brunston (Ortwin) and Harry Swan. 

 

Other enquires have been for early settlers Nathanial Bates, John Hunter (boat builder) and Robert Watson 

(sealer).   Also William Stout owner of the boat ―Anna‖, Peter Stead who lived near Observation Rock and 

John Gethien Hughs who owned the boat ―Mary Brilliard.‖ 

 

Two people have been identified in last months photograph.  The lady walking behind 

the cart is Mateen Traill and the man driving the cart is her husband Arthur Traill 

Jnr. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Looking for something special of Stewart Island, we now have been able to obtain the last 20 copies of the 

Dorothy Jenkin booklet of her beautiful orchids.  We still have copies of the DVD on Mason Bay farming 

which many people are enjoying.  

                                

 It is getting closer to our Norwegian Weekend on the 4, 5 and 6 April.  A not to be missed celebra-

tion of our Norwegian heritage on Stewart Island.  You don‘t have to be Norwegian or have links to the 

Whalers Base to come along and enjoy this special event.  Contact Bev or Jo at Rakiura Museum (2191-221) 

or email stewartislandmuseum@southlanddc.govt.nz if you have any queries or need more forms. Payment 

for the registration can be made by direct credit, cheque or cash.  For our catering purposes it is important 

to get  the registration forms in as soon as possible. Next time you are in town drop in to the Invercargill 

museum as they are having a special exhibition on whaling. 

 

Museum hours are now October thru April Monday thru Saturday 10 am-1:30 pm and Sunday Noon-2 pm 

mailto:stewartislandmuseum@southlanddc.govt.nz
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Jed's Electrical 
Fixing your stuff since 2001 

 

•Domestic and Commercial  •Phone & Broadband   •Energy Efficiency Advice 

•New Connection Cables   •Automotive & Marine Repairs  •Alternative/Renewable Energy Systems 

•Temporary Power/Builders Box  •Loan Fridge available   •Energy Efficient Light Bulbs 

•Freeview TV Installations  •Loan Water Pump available  •Whiteware Repairs and Installation

   

•Water Tank Cleaning and Sanitising        •Water Deliveries  •Treefellas. Trees trimmed and demolished. 

 

Ph/fax 03 2191494   cell 027 4646147   

jed.stewartisland@xtra.co.nz 

202 Horseshoe Bay Rd, Stewart Island  

OBAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CHATTER 

by Jo Riksem 

                     

Hymn books, are a very  

necessary part of a church, for 

making a ―joyful noise unto the 

Lord.‖  We recently had a  

lovely donation of two of the 

first hymn books that the 

church had.  A little black book, 

it was titled ―Church Praise‖ 

and first came out in 1882 with 

our edition 1907.  As you can 

see someone made their mark in 

it, which often happens to 

church hymn books.  The  

heading above was in a nice 

calligraphy but the printing was 

very tiny, squinting size.  Then 

about the 1940s this same hymn 

book was taken and three other 

hymns were pasted in the front 

and back.  Two of the hymns had to do with the war, a sign of 

the times, and the other was for the Centenary Celebrations of 

the Presbyterian Church in New Zealand in 1940. The next in 

line to the hymn book history was a thick little blue hymn book 

called ―Scottish Psalter and Church Hymnary and Psalms‖  

issued in 1929.  Now this stayed with us for some time until  

some years ago we got a bigger hymn book called ―With One 

Voice‖ issued in 1982.  The printing on the last two hymn books 

got progressively bigger which was good for people who had 

been squinting to see the words on the first one.  It‘s been  

interesting to see how some hymns have continued all the way 

through the different books like ―Jesus Loves Me‖ and how 

others have been added over the years.  Let us know your  

favourite hymns or songs as we want to include favourites for 

our 110th Anniversary.  
 

February brings some special and new faces to our pulpit.  We’re 

lucky to have such a wide range of people who volunteer their time 

to come to our unique and beautiful island. 

  

February 2 - Tony Martin - British by birth but  has 

been living in Dunedin for many years, married to  

Katherine and has four grown up children.  Served as an 

officer in the British Army for 16 years. 25 years in  

pastoral ministry, including parish ministry, hospital 

chaplaincy and army chaplaincy.  During his chaplaincy 

years he worked in  

Bosnia, Kosovo,  

England, Germany, 

Northern Island, Africa 

and here in New  

Zealand. to name a few. 

 

February 9  - Heather 

Kennedy of First 

Church, Invercargill, our 

Interim Moderator  

and one of our regular 

ministers to Stewart 

Island.  Her lovely down 

to earth nature makes 

her a great person to 

talk to over a cup of tea. 

  
February 16 & 23 – 

Margaret Hunter – 

With her husband Jim, who recently passed away,  

Margaret has been a regular visitor to the Manse.  Part of 

her childhood was being the only non Maori in three  

different North Island Maori schools.   Then secondary 

school and university in Auckland with a geography  

degree. Later a secondary teacher.  She‘s travelled to Asia 

with interests in historic religious architecture, Balinese 

dance drama, the Red Cross and the NZ China Friendship 

Society.  Her lifetime addiction is reading, not a bad  

addiction to have if you‘re going to have an addiction. 

  

Remember! 110th Anniversary of Oban Presbyterian Church at 

Labour Weekend, October of this year.  Start making those 

bookings to be here for this very special occasion. 

 

Church remains open daily so come in and enjoy its 

beauty and peace. 

Church services: every Sunday, starting at 11a.m. followed by a 

cup of tea and goodies. 

Prayer Circle: every Saturday 11:30 – 12 noon at the home of 

Coral Hotchkiss. 

 Part of Church Praise page from 1907 edition 
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Stewart Island Marine Radio 

ZLRZ 
P.O. Box 167 

Stewart Island 

9846 

stewartislandmarineradio@gmail.com 

 

In 2013 the Stewart Island Fishermen‘s 

Association disbanded and the chattels 

and responsibilities of the Stewart Island Marine Radio 

(SIMR), which includes Channel 65 were handed over to the 

Rakiura/Stewart Island Search and Rescue (SAR) group. A 

sub-group has been set up, composed of emergency services 

representatives from the Island to continue managing SIMR 

ZLRZ of which Maureen Jones will remain the operator. 

 

This service has always been provided to commercial and rec-

reational vessels on a fee paying basis but invoices have not 

been sent for several years. A recent inspection of the repeat-

er on Rakeahura showed that the batteries need to be re-

placed urgently, with an associated cost of approximately 

$5000. With other ongoing costs to operate and maintain the 

service, the group has been compiling user lists and sending 

invoices. These will be issued yearly, with the present year 

ending on the 30th June 2014. Fees have been set at $70 per 

commercial vessel/plane/helicopter and $35 per recreational 

user. 

 

Please help keep this service operational by paying invoices 

promptly and let us know if you have not received an invoice 

yet. 

 

Garry Neave  

Chairman SIMR ZLRZ. 

KNIT KNATTER  

AND KOFFEE GROUP 

 

Knit Knatter and Koffee Group will  

be holding its first get together of the 

season at the Fire Station on Tuesday 

4th February, anyone interested in 

joining us to knit or learn to knit over 

a cup of coffee/tea and a chat is more 

than welcome. 

 

Last year members managed a mighty 

heap of knitting enabling us to present 

a bag of goodies to each of the 12  

babies which arrived during the year.  

Each bag also included a quilt made by 

the Island Quilters.  A banana box full 

of prem. clothes was delivered to the 

Hospital and numerous peggy squares 

for Operation Cover Up. 

 

So if you are interested in joining the 

group come along to the Fire Station or 

ring either Wendy 357 or Jenny 219. 

 

This play has  

local significance 

as one of the young 

soldiers depicted is 

related to the 

Goomes family. 

Watching this sand castle get built, I couldn’t help but think of a favourite 

picture book. Alan Gilderdale, illustrator of the beloved Little Yellow Digger 

series, passed away last month at the age of 89.  

mailto:stewartislandmarineradio@gmail.com
http://www.google.co.nz/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=PQ8mj77Hm1E_FM&tbnid=Y_gyXMNsSavaYM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.nzine.co.nz/features/stewart_island.html&ei=2i7eUf7eBY-_kgXmiYDABA&bvm=bv.48705608,d.dGI&psig=AFQjCNEIX5dwS
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STEWART ISLAND  

GARDEN CIRCLE 

 

The February Meeting will be at 

the home 

of Lee Wadds at 2.0 

on WEDNESDAY 

5th February 

LOCATIONS 

WILLIAM TODD & CO LTD 

STEWART ISLAND 

REAL ESTATE 
 

FOR ALL LOCAL LISTINGS 

HOUSES, CRIBS, SECTIONS AND 

BLOCKS OF LAND 
 

OUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE IS: 

JEANETTE MACKAY SUCCEEDING DIANE SMITH 

SEE OUR WEBSITE www.locations.co.nz 

FOR ALL CURRENT LISTINGS 
 

LOCATIONS 

WILLIAM TODD & CO LTD 

MREINZ 

 

 

Advertise in the  

Stewart Island News.  

Are there stamp collectors on 

the Island who would like the 

foreign stamps I've been  

carefully removing from  

envelopes for the last few 

years? I got into the habit of 

saving them for a friend but she 

no longer wants to keep on  

collecting so I'd be happy to 

pass them on to anyone who 

would like to give them a good 

home. Thanks.  

 

Beverley (ph.2191506) 

The SIN website has been updated: the archives are now  

complete 2005 through 2013, so for a stroll down memory lane go to  

www.stewart-island-news  

and tap on ARCHIVES.  
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Shop Talk  
 

by Jules Retberg 

 

―Robots to work in supermarkets‖ was a 

news headline that smacked me right be-

tween the eyes recently.  Grocery check out 

lanes and shelf stacking are likely to be the 

first areas we see ―PR2‖, the new genera-

tion of intelligent robots according to the 

USA‘s Cornell University.  Not in my life-

time, you might think - but within two years 

it could be a reality. 

 

As I went about my day I began to wonder 

how a robot would manage a couple of days 

in our 4 Square Supermarket.  You know, 

us being a quiet little place ... 

 

PR2 doesn‘t have fingers so unlocking the 

front door might prove a challenge but we‘ll 

give him the benefit of the doubt and say he 

can get in the door!   

 

First job: turn on the pie warmer and put the 

pies in without squashing them.  Outside 

jobs: unlock the chillers, put the trolleys 

out, get the broom and beat yesterday‘s dust 

and dirt off the ―welcome‖ mat.  It‘s 

7.20am and a customer wants to come in.  

You want to be helpful PR2, so turn on the 

lights and let the customer in.  Serve the 

customer.  Another customer sees the lights 

on so you‘d better serve them too.  Go back 

outside.  The phone rings, go back inside 

and answer it.  Yes we open at 7.30am eve-

ry day.  Even Sunday?  Yes EVERY day 

includes Sunday!  Go back outside, some-

one will trip over that broom if you don‘t 

finish sweeping up, PR2.  So far so good ... 

 

How are you at writing?  Check the birth-

days calendar and write on the blackboard 

outside.  Hmm, robot hands struggling with 

that chalk huh?  Update the Lotto board, yes 

those little red plastic numbers, climb up 

and change them, oh and replace the poster 

while you‘re up there.  Oh wait, next cus-

tomer.  They‘d like a pie, but it‘s not warm 

enough yet.  PR2 you need to go to the 

kitchen and micro-

wave the pie.  Stop 

chatting-up the micro-

wave, PR2 and serve 

the customer their 

warm pie!  Who‘s 

next please?  They‘d 

like a pie too.  They 

didn‘t think to men-

tion it the first time 

you went to the kitch-

en.  That‘s OK, just 

smile PR2, and go 

microwave another 

pie!  What‘s that?  

You got the micro-

wave‘s serial number 

already ...?! 

 

Quiet for a few minutes?  PR2 could you 

clean the hand prints off the glass in the 

entrance door.  Do the same for the chiller 

doors, especially the drinks one as kids 

don‘t use the handle.  Ready for your next 

customer, PR2?  Some visitors want you to 

recommend a nice walk for them.  Suggest 

the day walks map available at DOC.  

Where is DOC?  Out the door, turn right, 

turn right again into Main Road and you‘ll 

see the DOC office on the left side of the 

road.  Watch them turn left as they leave 

the shop.  Serve customers in queue that has 

formed while you were being helpful, PR2. 

 

As your colleagues start their shifts there‘s 

more of you to work at the counter, but they 

also need to do the ordering for bread, milk, 

fruit & veggies, chilled & frozens not to 

mention the main grocery order.  PR2 could 

you top up the chips and wine as they‘re 

looking a bit empty.  The ATM is empty 

too?  OK, get onto that PR2, and no flirting 

with the machine while you‘re there!   

 

Yaay here are the newspapers!  Put account 

newspapers into the slots.  Write names on 

newspapers for non-account newspapers 

and keep them behind the counter, ah not so 

good with a pen either are we, PR2?  Mr 

Green asked us to keep a Southland Times 

for him every day until further notice but 

hasn‘t collected yesterday‘s yet.  Should we 

still keep one for him today?  You decide, 

PR2, you‘re an intelligent robot! 

 

Have you checked the email yet PR2??  

Reply to Lucy in Auckland that yes we 

have gluten-free bread and yes we are a real 

supermarket with fresh fruit, veggies, beer 

and wine, and no, there is not another su-

permarket at Christmas Village!  Hmm, 

tricky typing with those robot hands aye?! 

 

It‘s 10.30am and the ferry‘s here with our 

chilled and frozen load.  Frozens first, let‘s 

get them off the pallet quickly and into our 

freezers.  Who‘s doing the ice cream, quick-

ly please PR2 before it melts!  Your circuits 

are a little cold huh?  A customer would 

like some mince?  OK PR2, you‘d better go 

look out the back, but don‘t forget that ice 

cream ... 

 

Chilled load is next, it‘s about 3 pallets to 

unload and get on the shelf.  What‘s that 

PR2, one of the yoghurts is broken and 

getting into your robot joints, better clean it 

up before somebody slips!  Could you tell 

Mrs Frost that we haven‘t unpacked the 

butter yet.  She‘d like it now?  It‘s at the 

bottom of that next pallet so you‘d better 

start shifting the top stuff ... 

 

You‘d better take a break, PR2, your cir-

cuits are overheating! 

 

It‘s the lunchtime rush.  Sandwiches are 

over in the slide, sir, right where you are 

standing.  Just slide the front and help your-

self.  And a coffee?  Decaf, no I‘m sorry.  

Could someone answer the phone please???  

The coffee machine is broken, I‘ll come 

down and take a look.  Just press the button 

sir.  Oh you didn‘t push it hard enough, 

your coffee is right here.  PR2 are you 

blushing?  Just what did you think would 

happen if you pressed ‗espresso‘? 

 

Who‘s next please?  We‘ve sold you half a 

newspaper?  What do you reckon, PR2?  

The sections, yes I see, but you can‘t find 

section ―P14‖.  Do you think that might 

mean page 14 rather than section P??  No, 

not silly at all madam.  Next please ... 

 

An email from Lotto?  Oh a new scratchie 

has been launched, well you‘d better de-

activate the old one and activate a new one, 

PR2.  Back at the tills ... do we have those 

in another flavour?  PR2 will have a look 

out back for you.  Oh I forgot, it‘s a tight 

squeeze out there and you‘re not so good at 

climbing over boxes.  Cider for you sir, do 

you have some I.D. please?  Well in New 

Zealand if you are under 25 you will be 

asked for I.D. regardless of the fact that you 

are over the age of 18.  I‘m just doing my 

job sir, you have a pleasant day!  Keep 

smiling PR2, you‘re doing well.   

 

So what are you doing this evening PR2?  

You‘re going to the 

garage to get well and 

truly oiled with the 

ATM, the microwave 

and the coffee ma-

chine!!  Bye then - 

see you tomorrow.  

We‘ll be a bit busier 

as we‘ve got our main 

grocery order coming 

in.  About another 12 

pallets ... bye! 

 

The price of a PR2 

intelligent robot is 

expected to be around 

US$300,000.   

Anyone that works in 

a shop ... priceless! 
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Stewart Island News is published on a monthly basis as material permits.  

Please send articles and enquiries to Jess Kany at 
PO Box 156 Stewart Island  

or email to editor@stewart-island-news.com 

If you wish to have Stewart Island News posted to you or a friend, please fill out 

this form and forward it with a cheque made payable to ―Stewart Island News‖ to 

P.O. Box 156, Stewart Island. The cost is as follows: 

 

12 issues to an Oban address or Internet address   $24 

12 issues to other New Zealand address   $30 

12 issues to international address $54 

 

Name of Recipient:__________________________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Advertise in the 

Stewart  

Island  

News 

This little paper ends up in  

most island households and is 

sent to over 150 bach owners, 

former residents, and other  

subscribers around the  

country and the world.  

Dozens of visitors see this too.  

So tell all of those people  

about your business!  

Contact editor for rates. 

editor@stewart-island-news.com 

Retro-fit Double Glazing into Existing Homes 

Professional tradesmen, friendly service 

03 214-0918 
Cnr Bill Richardson Drive and Fox Street 

New Year’s at Millar’s Beach. Photo from Jason Karaitiana 

Parents  

Petra and Abel 

welcome 

Aiden Allen Gear 

Starshrooms. Photo from Carolyn Squires 
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